
WELCOME

Why Am 
I Here?

• Learnabout the proposed project

• Review the proposed improvements

• Submit comments
The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable Federal environmental laws for this project are being, or have been, 
carried-out by TxDOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a Memorandum of Understanding dated December 9, 2019, and executed by FHWA and TxDOT.

TO THE PROPOSED I-10 IMPROVEMENT PROJECT PUBLIC MEETING
Heights Boulevard to I-45

Virtual Public Meeting: Jan.16, 2024 to Feb. 1, 2024

In-Person Public Meeting: Jan. 17, 2024

TxDOT I-10 Improvement Project Control Section Job (CSJ) 0271-07-326
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Project Overview
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• Project Name: I-10

• Project Length: 1.8 miles

• Project Limits: Heights 

Blvd to I-45 in Downtown 

Houston

• Project Reference 

Number:

• 0271-07-326

• Estimated Cost: $347M

• Funding: Federal & State
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▪ I-10 is a heavily traveled interstate highway through Houston. During major rain events, 
water from White Oak Bayou can overtop its banks flooding I-10 and making it impassable.

▪ I-10 at White Oak Bayou has been inundated 10 times since March 1992*.

▪ I-10 at White Oak Bayou does not meet Federal Design Flood Regulations for interstates 
(50-year storm) or current TxDOT standards (100-year storm).
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Project Background – Flooding History

* Source: Flood gauge and TxDOT maintenance records

Tropical Storm AllisonUnnamed 2017 Storm Hurricane Harvey
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▪ Estimated that more 

than 60 million tons of 

freight use I-10 through 

Houston’s center every 

year, valued at over 

$130 billion* annually

▪ Closures of I-10 due to 

flooding has economic 

impacts across the city, 

state and nation.
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Project Background – Impacts of I-10 Closures on Freight Traffic

*Source Data: 2018 TxDOT Economic 

Role of Freight in Texas Study
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I-10 mainlanes:

▪ Last reconstructed between 
1995 and 2000

▪ Have a 30-year design life

▪ Reach their 30-year design life 
between 2025 and 2030

▪ Need more maintenance as 
they age increasing:

– Maintenance costs

– Occasions lanes closed for 
repairs

▪ Without this project, pavement 
would need to be replaced 
starting in the next 2 years 
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Project Background – Design Life of the I-10 Mainlanes

Credit: Mark Mulligan, Houston Chronicle
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Need for and Purpose of the Proposed Project

Needs along the corridor include:

▪ I-10 floods during major storm events 
causing economic impacts and disruption of 
the movement of traffic, services and goods

▪ I-10 does not meet current Federal and 
State flood design standards

▪ I-10 is approaching the end of its design life
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Purpose of the Proposed Project:

▪ The purpose of the proposed project is to reduce the risk of flooding of the I-10 facility 

between Heights Boulevard and I-45 and reduce occasions when the roadway would be 

impassable due to major rainfall events between these limits. The project also aims to 

address the aging pavement before the condition worsens.
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▪ Previous Public Meeting

– July 2022 (61 in-person attendees)

– Public Comment Period scheduled from July 
26 to Aug. 12, 2022

– Public Comment Period extended to Sept. 9, 
2022 

– 400+ Public comments received via comment 
cards, letters and email (Approximately 216 
comments were submitted in a form letter)

– The Public Meeting Summary Report is 
available for review on the TxDOT website 
(www.txdot.gov)
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Changes to the Design – Previous Public Involvement

Comment categories represent positive, 

neutral and negative comments.

http://www.txdot.gov/
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TxDOT took your comments into consideration and 
modified the project to be responsive to those 
comments. 

Changes to the project include the following:

1. Reduction of I-10 mainlane structure height over 
Studemont and reduction of HOV structure height 
over Taylor Street and Houston Avenue

2. Preservation of the forested area north of I-10 and 
west of Houston Avenue

3. Additional vegetation and tree plantings along White 
Oak Bayou within the project limits

4. Enhanced shared use path (SUP) connectivity 
including connection south of I-10

5. Addition of higher rails along elevated mainlanes and 
HOV bridges

6. Coordination with METRO to accommodate proposed 
METRO Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) structure

See more details on the following exhibit boards.
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Changes to the Design – You Spoke and TxDOT Listened
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▪ I-10 mainlanes just east of Studemont Street would be approximately 10 feet lower than existing, keeping mainlanes at or below existing HOV
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Changes to the Design #1 – Reduce Height of Roadways

METRORapid

▪ Reconstructed HOV structure would be only approximately 10 feet higher than existing HOV at Taylor Street

METRORapid

METRORapid
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Changes to the Design #1 – Reduce Height of Roadways (cont’d)

View in 2014

View after Construction Completed 

before Additional Landscaping

Image shows proposed TxDOT I-10 improvements only, METRO BRT is not shown.

View from Stude Park looking Southeast

Current 2023 View

View After Construction and 

Landscaping Completed

Current 2023 View

View After Construction and 

Landscaping Completed

View toward MKT Trail Crossing looking Southeast
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Detention area was redesigned allowing the existing forested area west of Houston Avenue and north of I -10 to be preserved
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Changes to the Design #2 – Preserve Forested Area

July 2022 Public Meeting January 2024 Public Meeting

Current View
View After Construction 

Completed
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TxDOT is coordinating with Harris County Flood Control District to place vegetative and tree plantings between I -10 and White Oak Bayou
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Changes to the Design #3 – Additional Plantings

Current View
View after Construction Completed,                   

before Additional Landscaping

View from Taylor Street looking Southeast

View after Construction and                     

Landscaping Completed
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Evaluating options to enhance connectivity of the proposed shared use path with a connection south of I -10 at Sabine Street/Maud Street
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Changes to the Design #4 – Enhanced Shared Use Path Connectivity
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Six-foot minimum height rails to be placed on the outside of elevated mainlanes and 

HOV lanes, similar to the I-610 West Loop rail heights in Bellaire

(Aesthetic treatments and colors would be different for the I-10 project)
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Changes to the Design #5 – Higher Rail Height

I-610 West Loop northbound over Fournace Place
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TxDOT is working closely with METRO to implement METRO's proposed Inner Katy BRT which cannot be 

built without this project moving the I-10 eastbound mainlanes to provide space for METRO to place 

columns and foundations for the BRT structure.
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Changes to the Design #6 – Transit Coordination

Relocation of existing I-10 edge of pavement

west of Studemont Street

Relocation of proposed I-10 edge of pavement

west of Taylor Street
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Proposed Project Details – I-10 Typical Sections West of Taylor Street

NOT TO SCALE

EXISTING TYPICAL SECTION

PROPOSED TYPICAL SECTION

METRORapid
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ı
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Proposed Project Details – I-10 Typical Sections West of Houston Ave

EXISTING TYPICAL SECTION

PROPOSED TYPICAL SECTION

NOT TO SCALE

METRORapid
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Proposed Project Details – Drainage and Detention 
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A 26-acre detention pond would be constructed beneath the elevated 1-10 

mainlanes and HOV lanes.
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Proposed Project Details – Additional Right of Way
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▪ Approximately 1.2 acres of additional right of way would be required.

▪ No displacements of residences or businesses would be required.

▪ Right-of-Way Brochures are available on the TxDOT Website:    
http://txdot.gov/inside-txdot/forms-publications/publications/landowner-rights.html

▪ Information about the Right-of-Way Acquisition schedule can be obtained by calling 
the TxDOT District Office at (713) 802-5352.

http://txdot.gov/inside-txdot/forms-publications/publications/landowner-rights.html
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Next Steps
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* This schedule is approximate and subject to change 

Stakeholder Meetings: 

Elected Officials

Neighborhoods 

Business Groups

Environmental 

Technical Reports  

MID & LATE 

2023

First Public Meeting 

& Public Comment 

Period

MID

2022

Review Comments & 

Make Design 

Refinements 

EARLY

2023

Second Public 

Meeting, 

Environmental 

Decision

Final Design

EARLY

2024

Construction 

Anticipated to 

Begin

EARLY

2025

We are here
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All comments must be received or postmarked by Thursday, Feb. 1, 2024.

Comments may be submitted in the following ways:

Comment Card: Download the comment card from the website, fill it out and email 

or mail it to TxDOT. Include reference to CSJ: 0271-07-326/TS

Online: To access the public meeting page, scan the QR code or 

visit www.txdot.gov/projects/hearings-meetings.html

Click on the “Online Comment Form” underneath the “Download” section.

Email: Submit to: hou-piowebmail@txdot.gov

In-person: Drop the Comment Form in the comment box at the in-person open house

Mail: Mail the comment card: TxDOT Houston District 

Advanced Project Development Director 

P.O. Box 1386

Houston, Texas 77251-1386

How to Submit Your Comments
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http://www.txdot.gov/projects/hearings-meetings.html
mailto:hou-piowebmail@txdot.gov
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Houston District Contact

Contact the TxDOT Project Manager   

anytime during project development:

Grady Mapes, P.E.

Phone: 713-866-7040  

Email: Grady.Mapes@txdot.gov
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Quick Contacts – Engage TxDOT Online

Social Media

Follow us on X (Twitter): 

twitter.com/TxDOTHouston

Like us on Facebook: 

www.facebook.com/txdothouston

Follow us on Instagram:

www.instagram.com/txdothouston

To access the public meeting page visit 

www.txdot.gov/projects/hearings-meetings.html

or scan the QR code

https://twitter.com/TxDOTHouston
http://www.facebook.com/txdothouston
http://www.instagram.com/txdothouston
http://www.txdot.gov/projects/hearings-meetings.html

