Virtual Public Meeting with

In-Person Open House
Pre-Recorded Presentation

State Highway 75
From FM 3083 to FM 2432

Montgomery County, Texas

CSJ: 0110-03-078

July 2023

Script:

The Texas Department of Transportation, Houston District, would like to welcome you to
this virtual public meeting with in-person open house. This presentation will provide
information on the proposed State Highway 75 project from Farm-to-Market 3083 to FM
2432 in Montgomery County, Texas. This is a pre-recorded presentation.

My name is Melissa Cross and | am part of the project team. | would like to thank you
for participating in this public meeting.

This presentation is available for viewing starting on July 25, 2023.

During the virtual presentation you may pause the video and navigate forward or
backward using your video player.



Public Meeting Technical Difficulties and Accommodation Requests

Please phone 713-802-5223 if you have:

= Technical difficulties accessing public meeting
information online

= Request for special accommodations

= Language or interpretation needs other than English and
Spanish =

Details on how to submit an official comment will be —
provided further in the presentation.
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If you have any technical difficulties accessing the public meeting information, need
special accommodations, or speak a language other than English or Spanish and have
interpretation needs please contact Elizabeth Moraeu at 713-802-5223. Details on how
to submit comments will be provided further in the presentation.




Virtual Public Meeting with an In-Person Option

IN-PERSON OPEN HOUSE
Thursday, July 27, 2023
S5to7 p.m.

Robert P Brabham Middle
School
10000 FM 830
Willis, TX 77318
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The virtual public meeting is being held in conjunction with an in-person option. The in-
person option will be held on Thursday, July 27, 2023, from 5 to 7 p.m. at Brabham
Middle School located at 10000 FM 830, Willis, TX 77318. The information presented
in the virtual public meeting and the in-person option is identical, and the opportunities
to comment do not differ.



What is the Purpose of this Meeting?

Comment on the

Join the process by ) proposed
participating in this Ask questions of the improvements to help
public meeting project team steer the decision-

making process

|
|
i
[}
Learn about the Consider the
proposed project ~ proposed
improvements
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The purpose of this public meeting is to engage with stakeholders and the adjacent
communities regarding the proposed project and to receive feedback. It also offers an
opportunity for the project team to address any questions or concerns from the public.



Memorandum of Understanding

National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) Assignment to the
Texas Department of Transportation

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by
applicable Federal environmental laws for this project are being, or
have been, carried-out by TxDOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a
Memorandum of Understanding dated December 9, 2019, and
executed by the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and TxDOT.
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This project is anticipated to receive federal funds, and because of the federal
component, TxDOT is required to assess the potential environmental effects of the
proposed project in accordance with Federal standards. The process that is followed is

called the National Environmental Policy Act process, otherwise known as NEPA. The
NEPA process provides analyses of the potential impacts to the natural and manmade

environment and helps the decision maker to make an informed decision on whether or

not to proceed with the project. On December 9, 2019, TxDOT received a signed
Memorandum of Understanding from the Federal Highway Administration that permits
TxDOT to assume responsibility from the Federal Highway Administration for reviewing
and approving certain assigned NEPA projects. This review and approval process
applies to this project.



Public Meeting Agenda

Outreach and Notifications

Project Overview and Background

Need for and Purpose of the Proposed Project

Proposed Project Details
Environmental Analysis

How to Comment
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In this presentation | will first outline the notification process leading up to this public
meeting.

Then | will provide an overview of the project, discuss background information, and
explain the need for and purpose of the project.

This will be followed by a detailed discussion of the proposed improvements and the
environmental analysis.

Next steps and funding information will be provided following the engineering and
environmental discussion.

Toward the end of this presentation there are instructions on how to submit written
comments, as well as contact information for TxDOT.



Outreach and Notification Methods

@ Information was posted to the TxDOT website on July 3, 2023

Elected Official Letters were sent by mail and email on July 10, 2023
Notices were mailed directly to adjacent property owners and local schools, emergency
services, and neighborhood associations on July 12, 2023

Every Door Direct Mail postcards were mailed directly to residents adjacent to the project
on July 12, 2023

Changeable message boards with meeting information were placed along SH 75 starting
on July 13, 2023

f [ 2 Social Media posts were made on TxDOT Twitter and Facebook pages
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In preparation for this public meeting, notices in both English and Spanish were published on the
TxDOT webpage on July 3, 2023.

Elected officials were notified of this public meeting by mail and email on July 10, 2023.

Notices in both English and Spanish were then mailed to adjacent landowners on July 12, 2023,
along with project location maps.

Three thousand, nine hundred and twenty-seven bilingual postcards were mailed out using Every
Door Direct on July 12, 2023.

Information flyers in English and Spanish were hand-delivered to local community facilities,
gathering places, and apartment complexes in the vicinity on July 12, 2023.

Notices were also published in the The Houston Chronicle’s The Courier and La Voz on July 12, in
English and Spanish, respectively.

TxDOT advertised the meeting on roadside variable message signs along SH 75 starting on July 13,
2023.

In addition, links to the meeting notice were posted on the TxDOT Facebook page and
TxDOT Houston District Twitter page.



Project Overview

Project Name:
State Highway (SH) 75

Legend

Project Length: Project Limits
5.0 miles

Project Limits:
Farm-to-Market (FM) 3083
to FM 2432

Project Reference Number:
CSJ 0110-03-078, -079, -
080

Estimated Cost:
Approximately $80 million

Funding: Not currently
funded
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The proposed project is along SH 75 from FM 3083 to FM 2432, a length of
approximately 5.0 miles. The project is located between the cities of Conroe and Willis
entirely within Montgomery County.

The surrounding land use along most of the project limits is primarily low-density
commercial and light industrial with some pockets of medium-density residential
development and large areas of undeveloped land. Turner Elementary School and
Willis High School are both located immediately adjacent to the proposed project.
During school pick up and drop off times, traffic in the vicinity of these schools
greatly increases and slows travel rates along the corridor.




Project Background

= Project was previously presented to the public on February 16, 2017, at Willis High School.
- Ten comments were received

- As a result of public input, design was altered to accommodate better access to existing
residences and businesses with flush medians

= Previous design included 5-foot-wide sidewalks; sidewalks have been changed to 10-foot-
wide shared use paths to accommodate bicycles and pedestrians

= Notice Affording Opportunity for a Public Hearing was published on March 3, 2018
- Individual meetings were held with concerned landowners in April 2018
= Environmental studies for the project restarted in March 2023 and are ongoing
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The proposed project was originally presented to the public in the form of an open
house on February 16, 2017. Ten comments were received from this meeting. After
considering the input received, TxDOT altered the design of the proposed project to
accommodate easier access to existing residences and businesses along the project by
replacing raised medians with flush medians at the southern and northern ends of SH
75.

A Notice Affording Opportunity for a Public Hearing was published on March 3, 2018.
After the notice was published, TxDOT held individual meetings with concerned

landowners in April 2018.

To reflect updated TxDOT design standards, the previously proposed 5-foot sidewalks
have been replaced with 10-foot-wide shared use paths.

The environmental studies for the proposed project were reinitiated in March 2023 and
are ongoing.

This information may also be found in the project handout, for quick reference.




Purpose and Need of the Proposed Project

Project Needs

= |mprove mobility, both locally and regionally, due to the projected increases in
traffic, population, and development

= |mprove safety and operational efficiency
= Reduce congestion and address safety concerns
Project Purpose

The purpose of the proposed project is to reduce congestion, enhance safety by
accommodating traffic volumes, which are expected to increase by approximately 57
percent on this section of SH 75 within the next 20 years; and facilitate mobility in
central Montgomery County for the traveling public.
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The proposed improvements being discussed in this presentation are needed because
current and projected growth in the area has caused traffic demand to increase, and
therefore, congestion has increased along the corridor. Additional travel lanes, raised
medians, and wider shoulders would improve vehicular and pedestrian safety.

The purpose of the proposed project is to accommodate future anticipated traffic demand
and growth in the region and improve safety and mobility.
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Purpose and Need of the Proposed Project

» The project is located within the boundaries of Conroe and Willis in
Montgomery County. The population has been increasing for decades and
is expected to continue to grow.

Population Change 2010 - 2020 Population Projection 2020 - 2050
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The proposed project is located within the boundaries of both Conroe and Willis in
Montgomery County. The population of these two cities has been increasing for decades
and is anticipated to continue growing.

Between 2010 — 2020 the population of Conroe increased by 60%, the population of Willis
increased by 13.6%, and the overall population of Montgomery County increased by 36.1%.

The Texas Water Development Board predicts that by 2050, Conroe will have a 28.7%
population increase, Willis will have a 38% increase, and Montgomery County will increase
by 104.4%.



Purpose and Need of the Proposed Project

= Between 2018 - June 2023, 236 crashes occurred along the
project corridor. Two of these resulted in fatalities.

Crash Data from 2018- June 2023
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Vehicular and pedestrian safety are a large part of the purpose and need for the proposed
project. Between 2018 through 2022, 236 crashes were recorded along the project
corridor. Two of these resulted in fatalities.

12
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Existing Typical Section

= Two-lane undivided roadway with 12-foot-wide travel lanes
= Shoulders on the outside that are 4-feet-wide

Varies 130'- 170’ Existing Right-of-Way

Varies Varies
12'Lane 12'Lane

\ A §

=
=

Shoulder
Shoulder

:

Existing Typical Section
lllustration Not to Scale
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On this slide is an illustration of the existing typical section of the roadway. A typical
section is a cross-section of the road how it looks today.

Within the project limits, the existing facility is a two-lane roadway that includes two 12-
foot-wide main lanes in each direction with 4-foot-wide outside shoulders. The width of
the existing right-of-way varies from 130 feet to 170 feet. Existing drainage features
include open ditches, and two bridges are located at Stewarts Creek and East Fork of
Crystal Creek. There are currently no sidewalks located along the roadway.
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Proposed Typical Section from FM 3083 to League Line Rd

= Widen from undivided two-lane to divided four-lane roadway
= 14-foot flush median

- This median design change was made as the result of previous public input
= 12-foot-wide travel lanes

= 10-foot shared use path each side of roadway

130’ Existing Right-of-Way

-
=

20" 12’Lane  12'Lane  14'Flush 12'Lane  12’'Lane 20
Median

\ R |

e
=]

1)

Shared Use Path

p

@ Shared Use Path

Proposed Typical Section from FM 3083 to League Line Road

Illustration Not to Scale
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This slide illustrates the proposed typical section, or a cross-section of what the road
would look like with the proposed project from FM 3083 to League Line Road, and from
South Bend Drive to FM 2432. This area was originally proposed as a raised median,
but input received from the initial public involvement process caused a redesign of the
roadway to include a flush median at these locations.

The proposed project would widen the two lane, undivided roadway to a four lane,
divided roadway. There would be two 12-foot-wide travel lanes in each direction, and a
14-foot flush median would separate the mainlanes for these portions of the roadway.
Ten-foot-wide shared use paths would be constructed on each side of the road.
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Proposed Typical Section from League Line Rd to FM 2432

= Widen from a two-lane to a four-lane divided roadway
= ]18-foot-wide raised center median

= ]12-foot-wide travel lanes, 12-foot-wide shoulders

= ]10-foot shared use paths each side of roadway

Varies 170’- 210' Proposed Right-of-Way

Varies 20'- 55’ Varies 130~ 170’ Existing Right-of-Way Varies 20'- 55’
10 10
17 12'Lane 12'Lane 18'Raised 12'Lane 12'Lane 12
Shoulder Median Shoulder
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Shared Use Path
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Proposed Typical Section from League Line Road to FM 2432

lllustrations Not to Scale
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This slide illustrates the proposed typical section, or a cross-section of what the road
would look like with the proposed project from League Line Road to FM 2432.

The proposed project would widen the two lane, undivided roadway to a four lane,
divided roadway. There would be two 12-foot-wide travel lanes in each direction with 12-
foot-wide outside shoulders. A raised median would separate the mainlanes for this
portion of the roadway. Ten-foot-wide shared use paths would be constructed on each
side of the road.




Project Details: Drainage and Detention

= Roadway improvements would be : |
implemented with an open ditch, curb | o it )| S
and gutter system with a swale to
convey stormwater

= Bridges over Stewarts Creek and the
East Fork of Crystal Creek would be
reconstructed

= Detention pond locations are to be
determined
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Drainage elements for the proposed project would consist of an open ditch, curb and
gutter system with a swale to convey stormwater along the entirety of the project.

The bridges over Stewarts Creek and the East Form of Crystal Creek would be
reconstructed to accommodate the roadway widening.

Detention Pond locations are under evaluation and are to be determined.
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Project Details: Additional Right of Way and Potential Displacements

= Approximately 8.75 acres of additional Right-of-Way STATE

(ROW) would be required for the proposed roadway e
improvements RIGHT OF WAY
= One billboard displacement is anticipated I—:* gi*i
= For any ROW acquisition, TxDOT would follow the . N
Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property BILL OF RIGHTS
Acquisition Policies Act of 1970 -
- Visit @
for further information e
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The proposed project would require approximately 8.75 acres of additional right-of-way,
or ROW. The project is anticipated to displace one billboard. TxDOT would follow the
Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970 for
any right of way acquisitions needed for the project. Further information regarding the
Act and right of way acquisition can be found by visiting the website link on the screen.
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Billboard Displacement

Legend

>z
Project Limits

@ Billboard Displacement
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The location of the proposed billboard displacement can be seen on the map in this screen.
This billboard is located on the eastern side of the roadway where proposed right of way
would be needed to complete the project.
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Environmental Analysis

Archeological

Community Impacts Resources

Biological Resources

Water Resources

Traffic Noise g Hazardous Materials
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The project team is identifying and evaluating potential environmental impacts that
could occur as a result of constructing the proposed project.

Areas that are under review include biological resources, community impacts,
environmental justice, water resources, hazardous materials, archaeological
resources, historic resources, and traffic noise.

The project would be designed to avoid or minimize impacts to the greatest amount
practicable.

Once completed, technical reports documenting the analysis and conclusions of
these studies will be available for review upon request.
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Project Funding

Estimated
Total Cost of
approximately

$80 million

BRI

SH 75 from FM 3083 to FM 2432 July 27, 2023

Script:

The proposed project is not currently funded but is anticipated to be funded with a
combination of federal and state funds for a total of approximately $80 million.



SH 75 Improvements Timeline and Next Steps

We are here

2016 2018 SPRING SUMMER SUMMER/ SPRING Dependent on
2023 2023 FALL 2024 Funding

Collect data, NAOPH and 2023

. Public
e Meetings with Reinitiate Meeting Begin Environmental \S@onstruction

initial nvironmental : isi
concerned environmental J t s aive advanced decision and S A

environmental

studies landowners Sleles input from ROW detailed

the public Acquisition design

* This schedule is approximate and subject to change
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We want to highlight the estimated project timeline. Look for the green “We are here”
arrow at the top middle of your screen. After the comment period closes, the project
team will review the comments received, make appropriate design changes and prepare
official public meeting documentation. Public meeting documentation will be posted to
the project meeting webpage when complete. The next steps include the advanced right
of way acquisition process which is anticipated to begin later this summer and into the
fall, receiving an environmental decision, and beginning detailed design activities. A
construction start date is dependent on when funding becomes available. The project
team estimates that construction would take approximately three years.



How to Submit Your Comments for the SH 75 Project

All comments must be received or postmarked by Friday, August 11, 2023.
Comments may be submitted in the following ways:

Comment Card Email Mail

Download the comment card Submit to: TxDOT Houston District Office

drem) in Bl il G HOU-P1Owebmail@txdot.gov Advanced Project Development Director
email or mail it to TxDOT.
P.O. Box 1386

Include reference to
CSJ: 0110-03-078 (EM) Houston, TX 77251-1386

Online

To access the public meeting page visit
https://www.txdot.gov '
or scan the QR code on the right

Drop the Comment Form
in the comment box at
the in-person open house

Click on “Online Comment Form” underneath
the Download section.
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TxDOT encourages you to review the materials regarding the proposed project and
provide feedback.

You may submit comments in the following ways:
Download the comment card from the project webpage -

https://www.txdot.gov/projects/hearings-meetings.html and email to HOU-
PIOwebmail@txdot.gov

Fill out the comment card at the open house and drop in the comment box.

Mail the comment card to:  TxDOT Houston District
Attention: Advanced Project Development Director
P.O. Box 1386
Houston, Texas 77251-1386

Comments must be received or postmarked by August 11, 2023, to be included in the
public meeting documentation.

Responses to written comments received during the comment period will be included in
the public meeting documentation that will be posted on the project webpage when
complete.
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Quick Contacts - Engage TxDOT Online

Contact the TxDOT Project Manager anytime during
project development
Elizabeth Moreau

Phone: (713) 802-5223
Email: Elizabeth.moreau@txdot.gov

To access the public meeting page visit
https://www.txdot.gov/projects/hearings-
meetings.html or scan the QR code on the right

*  Follow us: Twitter - Houston:
https://twitter.com/TxDOTHouston

e Like us: TxDOT Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/txdothouston/

* Follow us: Instagram:
https://www.instagram.com/txdothouston/
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'#ElﬁdTheStreakTX

End the streak of daily deaths on Texas roadways.

txdothouston [N B -

1,598 posts 2,506 followers 86 following

TxDOT Houston District
Official Instgram Account for TxDOT Houston District. www.txdot.gov
www.txdot.gov/careers html
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Please don’t hesitate to contact us with any questions, and feel free to contact
Elizabeth Moreau at the TxDOT Houston District office by phone at (713) 802-5223 or
email her at Elizabeth.moreau@txdot.gov with any questions or comments at any time
during the project development process. And don’t forget to click on these links and
follow us on Twitter for ongoing road closures and construction updates on the Houston
District Twitter page. You may also keep up with TXDOT news on our Facebook page or

follow us on our Instagram page.
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o
W ndTheStreakTX

End the streak of daily deaths on Texas roadways.

TxDOT.gov (Keyword: #EndTheStreakTX) #EndTheStreakTX Toolkit
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November 7, 2000, was the last deathless day on roadways in Texas. That means for nearly
23 years, at least one person has died every single day. We all have a part to play to change
that. This message is that reminder — to End the Streak of deaths on Texas highways. We
need drivers and passengers to act more responsibly and help us reach our goal of zero
deaths by 2050. Texans can play a major role in ending fatal crashes with a few simple
driving habits: wear seatbelts, drive the speed limit, put away the phone and other
distractions, and never drive under the influence of alcohol or drugs. So please do your part
and share this message with your friends and family.
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Thank you for participating in
this public meeting

Please remember to submit comments by
Friday, August 11, 2023.
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Thank you for participating in this public meeting. Please remember to submit your
comments no later than Friday, August 11, 2023, to be included in the official public
meeting documentation.
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