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Welcome 
US 59 Upgrade Shepherd to Trinity 

River (Future I-69)

Virtual Public Meeting with 

In-Person Option
From 0.2 miles north of FM 223 (Church Street) to

North of Trinity River

San Jacinto and Polk counties, Texas

April 27, 2023CSJs: 0177-02-103 and 0177-02-104
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Memorandum of Understanding

National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) Assignment to the 

Texas Department of Transportation

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable 

Federal environmental laws for this project are being, or have been, carried-out by 

TxDOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a Memorandum of Understanding dated 

December 9, 2019, and executed by the Federal Highway Administration and TxDOT.

La revisión ambiental, consultas y otras acciones requeridas por las leyes ambientales 

federales aplicables para este proyecto, están siendo o han sido realizadas por TxDOT

de conformidad con la Reglamentación 23, Sección 327 del Código de Estados Unidos 

y un Memorando de Entendimiento con fecha del 9 de diciembre de 2019, ejecutado 

por la FHWA (Administración Federal de Carreteras) y TxDOT.

April 27, 2023US 59 Upgrade Shepherd to Trinity River (Future I-69)
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Public Meeting Purpose

Inform the public of project status and present 
the conceptual schematic.

Describe the project so the public can determine 
how they may be affected.

Provide the public the opportunity to provide 
input.

Develop a record of public participation.

March 28, 2023US 87 Howard and Glasscock Counties April 27, 2023US 59 Upgrade Shepherd to Trinity River (Future I-69)
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Project Overview

Limits: 0.2 mile north of FM 223 
to north of Trinity River

Location: San Jacinto and Polk 
counties, Texas 

Project Length: Approximately six 
miles

Estimated Construction Cost:
$240 Million

Anticipated Construction Letting:  
2029

April 27, 2023US 59 Upgrade Shepherd to Trinity River (Future I-69)
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Purpose and Need

To reduce 
congestion, improve 
mobility and enhance 

safety

Upgrade to interstate 
highway standards 
for potential future 

designation as 
Interstate 69

Provide more 
efficient hurricane 
evacuation route

April 27, 2023US 59 Upgrade Shepherd to Trinity River (Future I-69)
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Existing and Future Traffic Volume (Demand)

April 27, 2023US 59 Upgrade Shepherd to Trinity River (Future I-69)

35%

Increase Traffic Volume 

(2001-2021)

80%

Increase Projected Traffic 
Volume 

(2021-2061)

25%

Existing traffic volume are 
heavy vehicles
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Crash Analysis (Crash Heat Map)

April 27, 2023US 59 Upgrade Shepherd to Trinity River (Future I-69)

Highest Crash Concentrations

Lake Pool Rd/ SL 424 Crossover & FM 1127
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Increase since

2018

17 accidents resulted 
in serious injury

7 accidents resulted 
in fatalities
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Typical Section

April 27, 2023US 59 Upgrade Shepherd to Trinity River (Future I-69)

SHLDR = Inside or Outside Shoulder

SB = Southbound

NB = Northbound

*Not to Scale

US 59 

Existing Typical Section

US 59 

Proposed Typical Section
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Environmental Constraints

April 27, 2023US 59 Upgrade Shepherd to Trinity River (Future I-69)

Project AreaUnitEnvironmental Constraint

Waters of the United States, including Wetlands

2.84AcresAcreage of streams, creeks, bayous, etc. 

25.72AcresAcreage of wetlands (as mapped by NWI**)

Floodplains

147AcresAcreage of 100-yr floodplain

Threatened & Endangered Species

3NumberNatural Diversity Database Occurrences (1.5 mile buffer)

Hazardous Materials*

0NumberCount of potential hazmat sites

Number of Structures Displacements

9NumberCount of residential

10NumberCount of nonresidential

Cultural Resources

LowRankHigh/Medium/Low potential survey will be recommended

National Register of Historic Places 

0NumberCount of National Register of Historic Places sites

Environmental Justice Communities

5NumberCount of Minority Census Blocks

* Based on preliminary data search ** National Wetland Inventory (US Fish & Wildlife Service)
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Environmental Overview

In compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and other 

federal and state environmental regulations, the environmental process would 

include an evaluation of potential environmental impacts to the natural and 

human environment, including, but not limited to:

Air Quality & 

Traffic Noise
Hazardous Materials

Biological Resources Water Resources

Social & 

Community Impacts

Historic & 

Archaeological Resources

April 27, 2023US 59 Upgrade Shepherd to Trinity River (Future I-69)
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Anticipated Project Timeline

April 27, 2023

Virtual Public Meeting with 
In-Person Option

April 27, 2023

Virtual Public Meeting with 
In-Person Option

Mid 2023 - Late 2024*

Finalize Schematic Development & 
Opportunity for Public Hearing

Anticipated Environmental Approval 
Following Completion of 

Environmental Study

Mid 2023 - Late 2024*

Finalize Schematic Development & 
Opportunity for Public Hearing

Anticipated Environmental Approval 
Following Completion of 

Environmental Study

Early 2025 - Late 2028*

Right of Way Acquisition, Utility 
Relocation and Final Design**

Early 2025 - Late 2028*

Right of Way Acquisition, Utility 
Relocation and Final Design**

Spring 2029*

Anticipated Construction Letting**

Spring 2029*

Anticipated Construction Letting**

*All dates are subject to change

** Subject to funding being available.
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Public Comment Process

Submit comments by:

• Email: Jennifer.Adams@txdot.gov

• Mail: Fill out a comment card and mail to:

Texas Department of Transportation

ATTN: Jennifer Adams - US 59 from Shepherd to Trinity River

1805 N. Timberland Dr

Lufkin, TX 75901

• Voicemail: Call (936) 205-1795

• Online: Visit www.txdot.gov and enter “US 59 Upgrade Shepherd to Trinity 

River”

While comments are always welcome, they must be received or postmarked by 

Friday, May 12, 2023 to be included in the official meeting documentation.

April 27, 2023US 59 Upgrade Shepherd to Trinity River (Future I-69)


