
---------------, 

c. The backside of each open \-Jater disposal area shall 
be leveed as soon as possible, anC as near the channel as 
feasible. The back levees shall not be more than 1,650 
feet fr~n the center line of the channel. 

In a letter dated 9 October 1975 (Vol I, page F-1), 
EPA modified these recomrr..enda tions by Je leth,g recorrc:r.enda­
tion b. All requirements will be cor:1plied with. Long­
term EPA approval of dredging plans wAs deferred until 
a final Environmental Statement has been filed with the 
Council on Environmental Quality. 

9.07 High Island to Galveston Bav. 

The USF&HS issued a final coordination report on 10 Sep­
tember 1971. Their recO'::'.rnenda.tic~E included construction 
of back levees, refurbishing existing levees, construc­
tion of weirs to control e£flue-1t v.~ater fro:rr. disposal 
areas, and other restrictions on the placement of dredged 
materials. All reco~~endations have been incorporated 
into the project plans. 

9.03 Public n::Jtice No. IV..W-!·:-8 '\.;as issued 22 October 1974 
for the channel reach fro~ High Island to Gc:lvf>ston Bay. 
Four responses to the public ncticc have been received. 
A favorable response was received from the Port of Houston 
Authority. The Galveston Regional Group, Sierra Club, 
responded V.'ith a single letter commenting 0,1 5 public 
notices. The Sierra Club indica ted that the notices 
did not give sufficient recognition tL the i:-,:?ortance of 
both natural and previously disturbed habitat and to living 
organis~s in the project areas. The letter also made 
suggestions for alternatives to be consiCered and pollutant 
monitoring programs. All such considerations are routinely 
rnade in other project docur.'2nts, inc~uding Environmental 
Statements and assessments. T~er.por.ses from the USFM·~S and 
the I\"'}lFS reiterated recommendations contained in the 
USFMvS report dated 10 Sentember 1971. The recommenda­
tions stated that toe levees should be constructed along 
back limits and ends of each unconfined dispo&al area when 
the areas become eonergent above Mean High Hater. The 
recormnendatioa stated that the toe levees should be as 
close to the channel as practicable and no further than 
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1,350 feet from the channel centerline for disposal areas 38 
and 41 and 2,300 feet for disposal area No. 43. The distance 
of 1,350 feet is considered to be the minimum necessary to pro­
vide sufficient capacity for future disposal operations. Levees 

will be constructed at this distance from the channel centerline 
when the areas become emergent above Nean High 1-Jater. Mainte­
nance of levees and drainage structures prior to and during 

dredging operations, as recommended by NMFS, is routinely accom­

plished. The l\"MFS also recommended that the Corps of Eng1_neers 

conduct surveys of disposal areas for oyster reefs and marsh 
vegetation and prepare plans and specifications designating 

specific discharge locations to avoid affecting such resources. 

Surveys of selected disposal sites will be accomplished with­

in six months prior to beginning any dredging. While predes­

ig.1ation of discharge points is not considered practicable from 
a contractual standpoint, the intent of that recommendation 

will be met by adjusting disposal areas on a case by case basis 

to permit maximum feasible mitigation of adverse effects on 

oysters and marsh vegetation. 

9.09 EPA made several recommendations in a report dated 
1 February 1971, all of which were accepted. In a letter 

dated 26 Harch 1975, EPA approved the dredging and dredged 

material disposal plan under 33 CFR 209.145 for one year, 

subject to the following restrictions: 

a. Dredged material containing more than 1.0 mg/kg 
mercury or 50 mg/kg lead shall not be deposited in open water 

disposal areas. 

b. Sufficient monitoring of the effluent from disposal 
area No. 42 shall be accomplished for predicting the quality 

of effluent that can be expected from the area and the possible 

affect on the quality of the receiving stream. Parameters 
selected for monitoring must be repr€senative of the waste 

products discharged to the stream ~vhere dredging will be accom­

plished. 

c. Effluent from all fully confined disposal areas shall 

be discharged through control structures into the Gulf Intra­

coastal Waterway. 
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d. The bacLside o£ each open v;a ter disposal area 
shall be leveed as soon as possible, and as near the 
channel as feasible. The back levees shall not be more 
than 1, 350 feet from the centerline of the channel. 
The dredged materials shall not be discharged or allo,ved 
to become emerged further than 1,350 feet from the channel 
centerline. 

In a letter dated 9 Octobe~ 1975 (Vol I, Pa;e E-1), 
EPA modified recoT~cndation d. to 2,300 feet instead of the 
1,350 feet restriction. All requL:_·err:.ents v1ill be complied 
with. Long term EPA approval of dredging plans was deferred 
until a final :Cnvironr::.ental Statement has been filed ,.,,ith 
the Council on Environrr.ental Quality. 

9.10 GaJvc-ston Bay to J:.:~td<:>.:orda i?av, 

The USF&~·~s issued a final coordination report on 13 April 
1977.. In this report, several recon:.rnendations 't·."ere made 
inc ludin3: relocation of disposa 1 areas; construction 
of back levees and toe levees; ~ainte~ence of stream, 
bayou, and !<Jke o·_<en-tn~:;s; and the usc of '1;-;eirs to co:1trol 
effluent v;ater. Recorrmendations will be complied 'tdth as 
follOI·JS; 

a .. Disposal areas Nos. 60, 79, and 91 ,,ill not be 
used. 

b. The local sponsor 't-:il:_ te requested to obtain 
disposal aTea easer:1ent on the north f'ide o-f: the Hater"t.:ay 
for diSj)OSal areas ~os. 63 (bet'l;·:een Station 77-:-~JOO and 
84+300), 93, 96 (bet1:een Stations 302+000 and 310+000), 
101 (between Stations 343+800 and 347+000), 102 (between 
Stations 354+000 and 370+500;, and 104 (between Stations 
383+500 and 397+000). 

c. Disposal a·.ceas No. 75 (betw·een Stations 165+000 
and 169+008), 94, and 95 'tvill be moved to the north side 
of the watert.:ay provided a ?err.:it can be obtained from 
the Department of Interior allov?ing Cisposal in the San 
Bernard and Brazoria National Wildlife refuges. 

9.11 Public notice No. IV.l'W-M-3 v,ras issued on 8 October 
1974 for the reach from Galveston Bay to Natagorda :ay. 
Eight responses to the pub~:c notice have been received. 
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