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SOUTHERN METHODIST UNIVERSITY 
Environmental Law Clinic 

District Engineer 
Galveston District, Corps of Engineers 
Department of the Army 
P.O. Box 1229 
Galveston, Texas 77550 

Dear Sir: 

January 13, 1975 

SCHOOL OF 

DALLAS, TEXAS 75222 

In my letter of January 10, 1975, I raised several objections to 
the proposed maintenance dredging of the San Bernard Channel of the 
Gulf Intracoastal Waterway as described in Public Notice No. IWW-M-11. 
Please consider this letter, in conjunction with my correspondence of 
January 10, 1975, as a formal request for a public hearing. 

In addition, we request that the time established for public 
comment be extended by thirty (30) days in order to allow for the 
fullest measure of public participation. This additional time is also 
necessary in order that the Corps of Engineers may amend Public Notice 
No. IWW-M-11 in order to comply with 33 CFR 209.145(f)(viii)(4) which 
provides, in part, that: "The public notice will , •• 
plicitly the emergency situation and indicate that this work will be 
performed imnediately." (Emphasis supplied.) 

In our opinion, the public has not been fully apprised of the 
nature of the proposed project. Furthermore, the Corps has failed to 
explicitly describe the exigencies of the situation. Accordingly, we 
feel that an extended comment period is warranted. 
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Sincerely yours, 

Kirk F. Sni;f 
Student 



=<r1nED l'.lll. 
·~1n UC<"'U!S....,t .. Ell" 

(. i'tbi'y; 

SWGC0-11 

!Ir. Xirk F. Sa1ff 
SoatheTQ Method lat Uni verai ty 
Il!'liron:men.tal Lev CliDic 
Bcbool of I.aw 
Datt .. , Tezam 75275 

'Dear !Ir • Slllff : 

30 .Jamaary 1975 

hceipt 1• -......1edged of yolr letters dated 10 .J......ary 1975 -4 U .J........,. 
1975 pTta!Jl:iD.s t:o Public Notice Bo. IW-K-11, dated 13 ])ecnnber 1974, conc.ern­
iag proposed -1nc-..m:e dredgiag of the San krllerd l.l'Nr a..,,,,.1 of the Qilf 
Iutracoaatal Waterway. 

I.a your lettft oi 10 Jaimary 1975, yoa. rd.aad ... n-ral obj•ct!.ona agat.ut can­
tlmsed -intmance of the project. 11~ hATe: coorciiuted our disp>Ml plane vith 
u. S. Departent of th• Interior, P'Uh and Wildllf• Serrica;. u .. s. Depar~t 
of Coramrce, li.atioul Marine Piaherie1 SaT'Yica;, Texaa :Parka and Wild.life;. 
Etwlroa:..ntal Protectioia Ag:eiM:y; and Texaa Water Quality Board. We are c011plying 
with •11 ncmaandatioDa offered by tbea. to protect t:be eslatt.q habitat. \IMra 
lft"IM• were Hterain.ad to be required to protect ••lu.able vildlif• habitat auch 
•• ta. Dlaposal Ar ... !foe. 1, 2, ao.d l, ve have conatnicted 1...... Ttle•• araaa 
coincide vi.di th• reach moe-t :frequeutly d.ndged. In. th• pa.at blenty year•, .,. 
kn• dredp;e4 the: re.a.ch from Statioo. Nos .o+IO to 40f.OO aboet t•n. ti.-s. Except 
fOT tha cha.l reach betvean. Statioa. Jlo•. 265+00 to 266+50 Were wa h.aTa dredged 
three tt-a, end betv9ell Station !Soe. l32o+OO to 137 2+-50 "1bara ve ii... dredl*d 
tv1ca. ao odie'r MS-:Dt of th• ri":'•r b.3s been llllintained IPNr oaee la. tile pa.at 
twml.t'.J' ye.an and lJt fae.c • .:tat of the pro;ieet channel hu ..,t, r&4f1lired -iJl­c-. 
'lbo9 • .,.t ef the diapoaal are.a• b.alra~not 'been a.Md ia DMaty ,...T• or .are 
and DO pUms pre•eotly eziat to use thaa except: at ~b• Junction of t:h• San 
Bernard B.iver with the Glt.il or iD. tbe aven.t of an tme?"PftC=Y. A recent b?dro­
arapb.ic 1"111..etin •bowm that betveea. Hila 0 and 0 .. 5 (Station Hoe. o+oo to 
3o+oO) aboala haTe reducsd the project depth of 9 feet to 6 1 .. c oa the left 
wtaide qaarter and 7 feet Oil the right oateida cr-rt•r. Tbe r-tndar of dle 
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30 -ry 1975 

pTOject doe• •t require dT-9glng at thl• tiM and aat ... - ~puc:y c:oad.1-
tlon ariee•, ao dredging ia •cheduled in the near fucu.. Ve feel it ta ic:por­
uat, bowe-rer, to re-duce the ahoal• to tll• project d.ept.b of 9 feet Mtweea Mile 
0 md 0.5 u sooa. a• po••ible to pl"IWft!lt pouible barge sroundlng aDd other 
... 1pticnal bsard• .Ulch af.gbt -r•nlt 1A •-ae to die eD'V'ILz:owwwa.t should 
a aplll occar. 

At thl• ti.ma, .. k:oov of no pollutant• in the Saa Berm.rel R.l•er Cimmel. the lack 
of 90Urcea of pollut.ant.8 a• vell~.ucthe limited i.nduatrializ.ati.og 1D. the .area h8ve 
led us to beli«Ye the be..,. -t.ala you. ment101l are DOt eipi.flc.ant. We do, bow• 
..er, plu to take •edi.ment and water aasplea Mfcre dredging in cha u:ppar. ru.ehe1 
of the project channel to detat"lllina vbethtrr l'.h-ey are polluted or saot. If they 
acad c.riterU eatabli.ahecl by 'the SnYirwnt:al Prouction •pncy, we will taka 
•uur•• to confine cb• dredged -terial. 

111 reprd: u JOU' letter of U .J&lll!U'J" 1975 eoacern.iq a public hearing, ve bne 
h'riewed yom: r-.iut and aaed. additional iufor..tioa. As •tated. 1.n t.he public 
notice, it U. aece1eary that atJeci fica N Ht forth in writ.in& duc:ribing the 
lateruta affected by t:ba propoaed dilpou.l pln. and Uc Wll!nDer 1A vhich they 
will be affected. We are ai.o aot o=- ..ii.,,._ nfer....:e 33 c.r.1.. 209.145 (f) 
(rill) (4) in your letter ae tb• public aotic. wu aot iana.ed Hcauae of emer­
PllCY conditiou. We augge•t you rni.ft' 33 c.r .. 1.. 2.09.145 (f) again•• ve are 
eomplyl.J>g witli !:be pidelima outlined for Federal project• wich c..._.,..ecl 
Hfore l J......,. 1970. 

'lour -requeat for a thirty d.ay ezteaaion cmmot H fnorably c01Utldared. In the 
IMCOQd. par•grapil of each ootlca, a 11.Jd.tin.g date bu been •~t for auba1.•1ion of 
CCI rwnta regarding the propoaed dredge diapou.1 pl.ml. An ...rage of thirty (JO) 
daya wa• allotted ill .. ch cue for intereated partl•• to expreaa their Tiev.. 
Thia reTi'ft' t:i.91 ill iD~ated i.D. an over-all •chedale llm>lTin.g thirty-.i.x 
other public llOC:icu and other Tarioua actioca eucb •• ert'li.townt:al aaaaawn.c.a, 
deterw.inati01l a:Mi findings, atateaeat of f1M:in!;•, and final review. by tile 
EDTiroameuul ?rot.ctioo. Ageney. All of t.'1.a .. aetioa.a are keyed to a ticeuble 
ve a18t mai.ntallt iJl order to meet ••tablia~ed deadlicea Mt by che Office cf the 
Qlef eif E.n:giMcra. A tt.a cxt.ea.9ima c.armot H given vit:hotst aeriouly jeopar­
dtsiD.& tne •c:.2ed•l•• ea tiae r ... :tnin1 c..,lron::-.t.al raqulr.-nta. 

IJpft rauipt of the additiooal illfonmtloo we baft "'"!Meted, a detondlsation 
will be -d• u to whether a public burias 1a required. If • public bear~ 
1• to be held, .,. will Usue a 30-0.ay public aotice echeda.11.Jtg the hear~. 
deacribing tbe llUbjeet -ttft' of t.b8 laearin.s, ad. the iaaoea to be conaid.ettid. 
If we do not lauT fn::. )'OD hfore U PebnJarY 197.5, .. will .. ~ our re.-poaae 
eatl.afied yoar <*>Ce .... - a public h.artna I.JI - longer .i.- ....,.....,.. 

Sincerely yoara, 

DoN s · Moaox 
COLONEL ~ 
DISTRICT FZl1TJ "" -
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LHV-19-75 

PHllllr<i w PHILLIPS PETROLEUM COMPANY 

P. O. Box 866 
.Sween;r, Texas 77<'~80 

Col. Don S. I·!cCoy 
District Engineer 
Galveston District 

Jan=..-J 13, 1975 

P. O. Box 1229 
Galveston, Tex.as 77550 

Dear Sir: 

Re: San Bernard River :IaVigable Use 

According to the Brazosport Fac:ts, I understand a civic group is intending 
to request a meeting With ~he Corps of Engineers to question ~~intaining 
the San Bernard Ri'\rer as a navigable strea,"';l. 

I l>rould like to ::-12.kc PI'.ill:..ps Petroleum Co:.:i.pa.riy's use of the Sa.."1 Bernard 
River r..a\~.s;ation clc3.r to :rou. P~.illips te::iporar-1-1.y reduced the traffic in 
th<:: .S.:o....• 20r:...:;.rJ. ,:;;(;vcre..l :.·car::: ago bj" di\"erting so.::ce crude sli..i~cr:ts that 
were beir:g received at cur .S2.!1. 3er::inr,;, ?.j_~:er doc!cs to our Freeport .Ho.rDor 
location. fiowe\·er, t:r.e cont:'._n:ied use o.f San Bernard River bar,?;e transportatic::. 
is vital to us so that l.i"e will be able to receive raw materials incl-...:.d.:..n:; cr-.lci.'3 
oil and I:'.c.l:e shipr:ients of heavy fuel oil an:! special products s-..i.ch as arc~7.i.c 
concentrate, toluene, \..raste caustic, etc. that are not practical fer us 7.o 
transport to other locations except by barge down the San Berri..3.I'd ?..iver. 

Yours very truly, 

.. /_ 
~ ~ l'.'..:..< -~-l-~-,-_______ --. 

L. H. Vautrain 
Plant 1-fanager 

LHV:nl 

cc: Peter Schaff 
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Jlr. L. B. Vmtraia 
Plant Mimager 
1hillips Petml.,.. Compony 
P. O. Box 866 
Sweeny, Texm 77480 

])ear Kr. Vntraia: 

22 Jsrmary 1975 

l.ecelpt i• .tnowledged of 70tJr letter dated. 13 .Jmmary 1975, pert:ain.ing to 

Public llotlct 1'o. IW-K•ll concernillg t:he propo•ed. -lntenance dredaing of 

tJae GIW-Sn lern.ard IiT•r Oi•nnel., Thank you feT your re'ri.ev and indorae-

WDt of the wroJ•ct. 

11. D. HeCZllEll 
Chief, Cou.structiOD.• 
Operatlona DiYiaioa 
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9.0UTHV 
John L re 
Louisiana 
New Me,.. 
Texas 
(Mexico) 

ERN REGIONAL OFFICE 
in, Representative 

17--. -

NATIONAL AUDUBON SOCIETY 
2507 ROGGE LANE, AUSTIN, TEXAS 78723 - PHONE 1512i 928-2047 

June 30, 197 5 

Colonel Don S. McCoy 
District Engineer 
Corps of Engineers 
P.O. Box 1229 
Galveston, Texas 77550 

RE: PUBLIC NOTICE NO. IWW-M-11 , MAINTENANCE DREDGING OF THE GULF 
INTRACOASTAL WATERWAY - SAN BERNARD RIVER CHANNEL, TEXAS 

Dear Colonel McCoy: 

In regard to the permit issued on the abO'ie subject, 
we have reviewed various correspondence including that of the 
Fish and Wildlife Service dated June l, 1973 and the National 
Marine Fisheries Service, NOAA, dated January 6, 1975. 

Our reservations in regard to the project are adequately 
expressed in the correspondence that your office has received 
from the Fish and Wildlife Service and the National Marine Fisheries 
Service. 

Please register our support of these documents which 
reflect our reservations in any future documentations. 

Sincerel~-

n L.~ 
uth1vest Regional Representative 

cc: Council on Environmental Quality 
Environmental Protection Agency, Regional Office 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
National Marine Fisheries Service, NOAA 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Albuquerque 
Texas Parks and \4ildlife Department 
Texas General Land Office 
Nat; ona 1 Audubon Society 

284 Houston Audubon Society 

I 



I 
I 

I 
! 
i 
i 

I 
I 
I 
! 
!' 

~---

Mr • .JohD L. l'r~oa 
louthwut l..agional ... preMGt.atl'ft 
•t1onal .&udaboa Sociaty 
2507 ltogg• i.a. 
Autin, T.- 78723 

Dear t!:r • l'z I Oil t 

28 Aup8t 1973 

'~ ia 1Jl r.ply "'° ,,_r laUor .lated 30 .J- 1973 eonceraing l'ul>lic 
Jlotlce llo.., ~11 Ga -lDtllftlmce dr•d;:iJ:aa of the Culf l.Dtracoutal 
W.teT11117 - I.a a.:rnard ti Yer ChfDD41 • Tasu .. 

...... 

•• bne completed ....., rniaw •f the 1 .J..,.. 1973 u. s. Fl.ah ...S Wildllfa 
larTica re;>art and 6 .J.muary 117} ll&tio.W. 11&rioa 1i•beriaa Sc?ice 
leU.eT referaQIMd 1a your letter. On 8 Al.lpMt 1974 the Corpe iaaued 
tta re•pOaM u the u. s. ruh ....i llildlif• s.rnee, foll-.d "" 30 ApTll 
1975 by a l"Upoll:H co t.be Jiatlcnaal l1.arine FUtwrle• Service. •tatiztg our 
iatem.1am c. comply wit.b the rec:c ndatloa. pment:ed by .-ca ageocy 
wbere -•illla, bes9' oa vbat ia -uer..i ia the -t onrall pablic 
iat.ft' .. t.. 

T-r letter ua - pl- ia """ paraaMDt :ncordto file for the 
Clll9 - ~ lerna:rd a.i'f'ft' Cl'>•mwl public aotlce. and it will H &iTWR 
fall emtaLMrad. .. iA anr futm-e 4«>ctmmU.tiw. 

'tb.-k you for :JODr r.m.aw - - ate. 

_,.,.-ra, 

S. D. McG!!!!D 
Chief. eoastr11e~ioa­
Oparatl- Di"f'ia1"" 
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r J, DOUGLASS TOOLE 
CHAIRMAN 

FRANK H. LEVilS 
VICE CHAIRl'-lAN 

CLYDE JOHNSON 

HARRY P. BURLEIGH 

CLAYTON T. GARRISON 

TEXAS WATER OUALITY BOARD 

1700 NORTH CO)<."GRESS AVE. 78701 
P.O. BOX 132~6 CAPITOL STATION 78011 

AUSTlN. TEXAS 

January 31, 1975 

J.E. PEAVY. MO 

BEN RAMSEY 

HUGH C. YANTIS, JR. 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

PH. (512) 47~2651 

RE: Public Notice No. IWW-M-11 

Col. Don S. McCoy, C.E. 
District Engineer 
u. s. Army Corps of Engineers 
Galveston District 
P. o. Box 1229 
Galveston, Texas 

Dear Colonel McCoy: 

77550 

We are in receipt of the referenced public notice. We have 
noted that the final Environmental Statement will not be 
available until after the commencement of the project. 
Therefore, it is requested that the detailed plans for the 
disposal of dredged material be furnished to this agency 
and that, prior to the initiation of the project, a moni­
toring prograrr, be coordinated with this agency. 

Several studies by this agency indicate a possible buildup 
of sulfur in bottom sediments, therefore spoil disposal 
areas should be carefully monitored to prevent turbid runoff 
from reentering the San Bernard. I am enclosing three studies 
on the San Bernard River performed by this agency for your 
information. 

If we may be of service, please let me know. 

Ver:Y1trul yours, 

' ~/< '1{~,_ ·~, 
\H).19. j.. YT9tj/s-'::Jr. ~--.. 
p~~/utiv~/0-rector 

. ( 

I 
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ccs: Mr: Clayton T. Garrison,_ Executive Director 
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 

Texas Water Quality Board District 7 

Encl. 
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BVGCO-M 20 Karch 1~75 

llr. Bugh C. Tan.tie, 3r. 
Executive Director 
T9Xaa Water Qullcy Board 
p. O. Box 13246, Capitol Station 
Anatio, Te.xa• 78711 

Dear Mr. tantia1 

t•ceipt 1• acbxnrledged of your letter dated 31 .January 197.5 concerning 
Public Motlca •o. IVW'·M-11 pertaining to maintenance dredging of the Gulf 
lntracoaat.&l V...tervay ... a.an Bernard l.ive.r, Teza.a, project. 

Aa baa bun oar policy, ,,. will continue to furnJ.ab you with plane for 
the diapoaal of dred_!9d c.aterial prior to the eoctll8DCHllllDt of dredging 
of thia proje«. Before the next dredsi.ng, ve will alao coordinate our 
aamplioa program vith you. 

ni.aak you for your review. 

Sincerely youra, 

Ill. D. llcGI'l!D 
Ollef, Conatruction­
e>p.r'atiooa Di•i•ioa. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
REGIO!'. V1 

1600 PATTERSON. SU lTE 11 00 

DALLAS. TEXAS 7!5201 

CERTIFIED MAIL: RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED (787238) 

Colonei Don S. il.1cCoy 
District Engineer 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
P.O. Box 1229 
Galveston, Texas 77550 

Dear Colclnel ~1cCoy: 

OFF•C£ OF .,.,..E 

F'IE;;:;:o" .. '- A.0 ... 1 ... lST .. AOOR 

We have completed our review of your project 11 Culf lntracoastal \Vaterway­
San Bernard River, Texas 11 as covered in Public Notice No. PNW-1\.1-11 dated 
December 13, 1974. \Ve have also revie\ved your April 1, 1975, Statement of 
Findings concerning this project in accordance \Vith 33 CFR 209.145. 

Your dredging and dredged material disposal plan is approved for one 
year provided the following recommendations can be adopted: 

1. Dredged material shall not be placed in Disposal Area No. 2. 

2. No dredged material shall be placed or allowed to spill into 
Cedar Lakes at any time. 

3. Material dredged above river mile 10 shall be placed in fully 
confined disposal areas Lintil sediment surveys are completed. 
After the sediment quality is defined, disposal in unleveed 
areas can be considered. 

4. In Disposal Areas Nos. 4(above mile 2) and 5, dredged material 
shall not be discharged further than 3,000 feet from the center­
line of the chan11el or closer than 1, 000 feet. 

Since, as stated in your Public Notice, an Environmental Impact Statement 
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has not been P.repared for this project, we have deferred consideration of 
long term approval of your dredging plan unti I the final Environmental Impact 
Statement has been filed with the council on Environmental Quality. 

Sincerely yours, 

i'i 11 -'~-;t - I . 
;4'.ax.u .'I· I~ ..... 

-fe;y.. Regiolal Administrator 
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SUPPLE}IENT NO. 9 

PORT ARTHUR TO HIGH ISLAND 

1. PROPOSED ACTION. The proposed Federal action is 
continued periodic ~~intenance dredging of the Gulf 
Intracoastal Waterway (GIW-i;.;') main channel section be-
tween the Port Arthur Canal and High Island. This por­
tion of the federally maintained 12-foot deep by 125-
foot wide channel extends from its junction with the 
Sabine-"t-;eches ~.J'aterway southv.-esterly to the State High­
way 124 bridge in the vicinity of High Island. The reach 
includes a barge mooring basin 75 feet wide and 2,300 
feet long near the Port Arthur Canal. The main channel 
extends westerly from the Port Art~ur Canal through 
marsh areas, crosses Salt Bayou, Spindletop Ditch, Barnes 
Slough, and :Jud Bayou to the bridge on Highway 124. All 
depths are measured be lmv }'Iean Lcn.;i Tide (Corps of Engineers 
datum). Contract pipeline dredges are utilized to main­
tain this reach of the waterway. The frequency of dredg­
ing in selected reaches is about every 60 months. The 
excavated material is transported by pipeline and placed 
in the various disposal areas. The average q~antity of 
materials dredged per contract is about 2.0 million 
cubic yards. Selected sections of this reach were last 
maintained during the period October 1973 - January 1974. 
The next maintenance dredging will be scheduled after 
30 June 1977. The portion of the Gih"W from Port Arthur 
Canal to High Island utilizes 27 disposal areas. Disposal 
areas for the entire Texas section of the GIV:t-i main 
channel are numbered sequentially from Port Arthur to 
Port Isabel. The disposal areas in this reach are numbered 
l through 27 and are shown on the figures attached to 
the public notice. 

2. NEED FOR ACTION. Periodic maintenance is required 
to prevent shoaling from halting or restricting navigation 
on the channel. Benefits of continued maintenance dredg­
ing of the channel are derived al~ost entirely from cor:lrner­
cial navigation, including inland ~raterway barge totvs and 
service vessels. The recorded tonnage of cargo handled 
by ports and moved on the GTI·JW between the Sabine River 
and Galveston Bay in 1974 was 40.0 million tons. Principal 
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connnodities shi~ped included crude petroleu..~, petro­
chemicals, and other petroleum products. The Gli"-w has 
grown consistently and has contributed substantially to 
the reg.<.onal and vational economy. A recent study by 
Texas ACd,~ University has placed the total direct and 
indirect ~alue of the channel to the State of Texas at 
more than $19 billion per year. Should this vital 
transportation systen be closed because of lack of main­
tenance, the adverse economic im?act would be felt through­
oi.1t the state in loss of er:::l?loyment and higher commodity 
prices. 

3. ElNIRO;~,rENTAL SETTI'.TG. 

3.01 This reach of the Gulf Intracoastal ~·:"aterway was cut 
through low-lying lands which are comprised principally of 
tidal or fresh'\·~ater rn.arshes, strear:-.s, and lakes. Disposal 
material from previous dreCgings ~:as placed or1 both sides 
of the waterway and has cut off most of the marshes from 
tidal influence. The J. D. Murphree ~·;ildlife !-Ianagement 
Area (£orCTerly Big Hill Bayou ~·ii..ldlife :::,ranagernent Area), 
administered by the Texas Parks and 'i·lildlife Department, 
lies north end adjace11t to the \o."G.terway between StatiOL15 
95-t-OO and 322-:-0J. 

3.02 Tidal streams and adjacent marshes which have not 
been cut off by disposal rr~terial or other obstacles pro­
vide high quality habitat used by many s;iecies of fish 
and crustaceans for feeding, breeding, and nursery areas. 
The tidal marsl1es also contribute important organi_c mater­
ials to the v..~aters. Some of the \.;ater areas cut off from 
tidal ir.fluence and other waters \vith low salinities 
provide feeding, nursery, and breeding habitat for many 
species of freshwater fish. 

3.03 Important species of fish and crustaceans using 
the project area include spotted seatrout, red drum, 
black drum, Atlantic croaker, sl1eepshead, flounder, men­
haden, striped mullet, spot, gar, bov;rfin, gizzard shad, 
channel catfish, blue catfish, yellow bass, largemouth 
bass, white crappie, bluegill and other sunfish, white 
shrimp, brown shrimp, and blue crab. Sport fishing and 
crabbing is intensive wherever public access is available 
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for bank fishing and is slight elsewhere. There is 
little cOirn:J.ercial fishing in this reach of the waterway. 

3.04 Wildlife habitat in the project area consists of 
the tidal and freshi;,;ater marshes and streams, adjacent 
lakes, low-lying uplands, and the disposal areas. Some 
of the finest marsh habitat in the State of Texas occurs 
along this reach of i;·;ra terway. 

3.05 The marshes, streams, and lakes provide feeding, 
resting, and nesting ha~itat for many species of water­
fowl and other birds, as well as,ir.rportant habitat for the 
American alligator, mink, otter, nutria, and muskrat. 
The low-lying uplands and the disposal areas are habitat 
for mourning dove, raccoon, opossum, rabbit, skllllk, 
coyote, and red wolf. 

3.06 Small to moderate populations of mourning dove, 
raccoon, opossum, mink, otter, A~erican alligator, and 
red wolf use the marshes and designated disposal areas. 
Populations of rabbit, nutria, and r.1uslTat are fairly 
large. ~~1hile mink, otter, and red wolf occur in few 
to moderate nur:ibers, their density in this reach is among 
the highest in the state. Hunting is s:ight for gaoe 
species in general. Hoi;·1ever, rabbit hunting is fairly 
intensive. Trapping occurs in ~oderate amounts for mink 
and otter and to a greater extent for muskrat and nutria. 
The amount of hunting and trapping is expected to reITain 
the same in the future. 

3.07 Important species of i;.,aterfO'!;·Il in the project area 
include the Canada goose, snow goose, white-fronted goose, 
mallard, pintail, mottled duck, Ar:i.erican v.:idgeon, gad\:all, 
green-winged teal, b lue-•;.1inged tea 1, shoveler, lesser 
scaup, canvasback, ring-necked duel<, ruddy dt·cl<, and coot. 
l·Iost of the i;v·aterfo,vl use is by rr,igrants during the "1;1inter 
months. The marshes, including those adjacent to existing 
disposal areas, are prime nesting habitat for the mottled 
duck which is a resident species. \,raterfoi;1l hunting is 
popular and is expected to remain so in the future. 

3.08 ~Iany other birds use the project area for nesting, 
feeding, resting, and cover. Among these are grebe, 
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merganser, heron, egret, bittern, ibis, roseate spoon­
bill, rail, gallinule, g~ll, tern, plover, sandpiper, 
and connnon snipe. 

3.09 Endanger~d species known to range in the area in­
clude Floida nan.<3.tee, red wolf, right i:vhale, sperm l<.11ale, 
blue whale, finback v1hale, Attwater 1 s prairie chicken, 
southern bald eat; le, bro~·:'ll pe lie an, Eskimo curlew, Arctic 
peregrine falcon, American peregrine falcon, American 
alligator, Atlantic ridley, hawksbill turtle, leather­
back turtle~ and Houston toad. 

4. ADVERSE ENVIRO:;l,JEt:TAL EFFECTS. 

4.01 Maintenance dredging of this reach of the GIWW will 
have an adverse effect on the natural environment. The 
significance of these effects i;vill vary according to 
location of disposal areas, disposal practices, type of 
bottom material being dredged, and quantity of similar 
surrounding habitat. 

4.02 Dred7iing. The removal of shoal ID~terials accumu­
lated in tl":.e ch~nnel and basin i;vill disturb or re~cve 
swimming and benthic organisms. Hm~·ever, because of 
pollutants that may be found in some se<lifuents, instability 
of the sedifilents, and frequency of maintenance dredging, 
it is expected that populations of bottom dv1elling 
organisms are low in the channel botto~s. Other detri­
mental eff(cts of C!.·edging include turbidity caused by 
the action o:: the cutter:1ead af:sembly, resuspension of 
pollutants in that turbid area,and destruction of any 
fish or crustace,ns caught by the cutter or pulled into 
the pipeline by the pu~?· These effects are limited to 
an area imrr.ediately surrounding the dredge cutterhead. 

4.03 Normally, ::naintenance dredging does not destroy 
any submerged vegetation or oysters as channel depths 
preclude develop~ent of vegetation because of reduced 
sunlight penetration,and the soft materials constantly 
accumulating on the channel bottom prevent oysters from 
developing. Dredging usually has little effect on motile 
marine species as they are able to avoid the dredge. 
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4.04 Disoosal. The most significant adverse environ­
mental effects are associated with disposal methods rather 
than dredging. Disposal practices along this reach are 
all land dis?osal areas. 

4.05 Land Disnosal. Adverse environmental effects of 
disposal of dredged material on land include destruction 
of vegetation; loss of foraging, feeding, nesting, and 
resting areas for birds, mar.11118.ls, and reptiles; temporary 
reduction of air quality in the irr:wediate vicinity; and 
long-term partial suppression of the productivity of the 
disposal area. 

4.06 When a land area is used for disposal of dredged 
materials, most of the vegetation is covered or destroyed, 
particularly where containment levees are used, This 

', loss of vegetation forces birds, mammals, and reptiles 
to leave the area until the vegetation recovers. Re­
covery of the vegetation usually begins within 6 months 
to a year. Considering the very small relative size of 
the total area used for disposal when compared to the 
thousands of square miles of similar habitat in the 
surrounding coastal area, it is doubted that such effects 
are significant. 

4.07 In some instances, the disposal of dredged materials 
on land results in the degradation of air quality as a result 
of the release of odors. These odors are caused by the 
decay of organic materials that had collected on the channel 
bottom and decay of vegetation in the disposal area. If 
necessary, these odors can be controlled by chemically 
treating with a proprietary product containing essential 
oils and deodorized kerosene. 

4.08 The most significant long-term adverse environ­
mental effect that results from land disposal of ma_;_n­
tenance dredged materials is the suppression of produc­
tivity in the disposal areas. Because of repeated dis­
posal of materials, the vegetation is not in a constant 
state of maximum productivity. Maximum productivity 
occurs only between the time of full recovery and the 
next deposition of sediments. \.Jhere a disposa 1 area is 
used for the first time, the vegetation will normally 
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change to a lower quality type. This may permanently 
low·~r th.3 p'!"oductivity of an area. Cli.anges in vegetation 
type will be minimal, as the areas to be used for disposal 
have been used ?reviously, and the changes have already 
occurred. 

4.09 Disposal of dred~ed ~~terials in marshes is signi­
ficantly detrimental to the ecology of the surrounding 
bay systems. Such disposal has the effect of converting 
the highly productive marsh area to a high ground area 
with a corresponding change in types of vegetation. 
Marshes are highly productive, oft.en contributing as 
much as ten tons of organic matter per acre to the bay 
systems every year. Because of the high value placed 
on marsh lands as primary food source areas, dredging 
practices have been changed to avoid disposal in marsh 
areas wi.1erever practicable. 

4.10 Out of 89,0QO ocres of marsh adjacent to this reach 
of the GIW'W, approximately 1,400 acres, or 1.6 percent, 
may be affected by future disposal operations. The 
estimate was prepared by Corps of Engineers personnel 
from the most recent coast charts available. It has not 
been practicable to make surveys of each area to deter­
mine the exact extent of marsh land \·1ithin the disposal 
area limits. The estimates are therefore based primarily 
on vegetation cover shown on the coast charts. It is 
considered that ri1uch of the acreage included as marsh 
to be covered has been covered by past dredging and is 
no longer marsh. It is believed that reduction of marsh 
areas caused by dredgi11g of this reach will be minimal. 

5. ALTERl'ATIVES. All aoparent alternative methods have 
been investigated in sufficient detail to determine their 
viability. Consideration of alternatives includes effects 
on the economic and social well-being of the area, state, 
and nation, as well as the effects on the natural environ­
ment of the project area. The ''no action" alternative has 
been considered, as well as alte=nate methods of disposal. 
Investigation has indicated that, of all the alternatives 
examined, the only environmentally and economically 
feasible plan at this time is continued maintenance dredg­
ing and disposal in the manner and locations as described 
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in the public notice with the recommended changes described 
in Section 6 of the st.nm:nary. 

6. RES"O~:SP.S TO THE PUBLIC !;QTICE. Two responses to the 
public notice have been received. Resoonses from the U. S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service and National Marine Fisheries 
Service recommended that back levees be constructed on 
disposal areas 14, 15, 19, 20, and 21 at a maximum distance 
of 1,650 feet from the centerline of the channel, and that, 
until the levees are constructed, discharge points should 
be on areas of high ground. ~'MPS also recormnended that these 
discharge points should be used in subsequent maintenance 
dredging operations. The recommended levees will be 
constructed. 

7. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY APPROVAL. In a letter 
dated 11 June 1975, EPA approved the dredged material 
disposal plan uoder 33 CFR 209.145 for one year, subject 
to the follo~ing restrictions: 

a. Effluent from all fully confined disposal areas 
shall be discharged through control structures into the 
Gulf Intracoastal Waterway. 

b. Dredged material shall not be discharged further 
than 1,000 feet from the channel centerline into disposal 
areas 14, 15, 19, 20, and 21. 

c. The backside of each open ~vater disposal area shall 
be leveed as soon as possible, and as near the channel as 
feasible. The back levees shall not be more than 1,650 feet 
from the center line of the channel. 

In a letter dated 9 October 1975 (Vol. I, pageE-1) EPA 
modified these recorrnn~ndations by deleting recorrrnendation b. 
All requirements ~-1ill be complied with. Long-term approval 
of dredging plans ~as deferred until a final Environmental 
Statemettt has been filed with the Cou.1cil of Environmental 
Quality. 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE A, .-.o!Y 
GAl..VIES"fON C!STAICT, COftP8 01"' llP .• :N11:£Jta 

~. 0. l!IOX t229 

GALVESTON. TEXAS 77SSO 

PL'BLIC NOTICE NO. IWW-M-12 2 January 1975 

MAI?1rr2\ANCE DREDG!~G 
Gt:"LF l?;'I'RACOAS:Al i..'A7~'..:AY(~ CHA.\'"NEL)-?ORT A.J:!."I iUR CA.~AL TO HIGP. ISLM"D 

11".is public no:ice is issued in accordance with prl .>isions of established 
Federal regula:ions, Title 33 C?R 209.145, concerni ·;the policy, practice 
aoc! procedures to be fo!lowed bv the Corps of.,Engin'':"~-g in connection with 
the disposal of dre::'gec! material in navigable W"ate. or the transportation 
cf Crede,.:..! ;;:..;.:.c:rial ~04 c::ht:: purpose of depositing i~ 

..,-ith Federal ;::i:-ojec:s. 
ocean waters associated 

11i.is notice is being Cistributed to !11 interested St1t~ a~d Federal 
a=id known intt:>:-este~ pe:-sons i.n order to assist in deve: -;.· factc: 
reconnenCatio~s con::.!"cn:.n5 the pcoposed continuation cf , <' •.an<::e 
ac:ivities. Co'.!r.len:s t:rust be submitted to the District 

'ad1ress on or 1:>efore 3 Februa~· 1975. 

La~s under w+:ich the p:-opost:>d C:-edging is to be reviewed: 

Federal ~ater Pollution Control Act 
Marine Protect:.o:'l, Researcl: and Sanctuaries Act of '_972 
CoastRl 7~~e M~~~;e~en: Ac: of 1972 
National En .... ·iro".':.~ntal Po:icy Act of 1969 
Fish anC Wildlife Act of ~956 

Migrato?")· Marine Ga:ne-Fisl-. Act 
Fish anC i.'ildlife Coordir.s.:ion Act 
Endange:-ed Spec:.es Act of :973 
National Historic Preserv~:ion Act of 1966 

PROJECT: Gt:;.f Intracoastal :,.·a:erway (Main Channel) - Por: A.~·~ 

High Island. 

agencies 
,d 
~edging 

-~e above 

PROJECT LOCATIO~: From its junction .... ith the Sabine-Neches 
Port Arthur to the vicinity of :-:ig..'1 Island in Jefferson, Ct 
Galveston Counties, 7exas, res?ectively. 

~1.:av near 

'. d'".d 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION': This portion of the Federally maintair"'"' ·~-•·it deep 
by -125-foot '-'ide Gulf Intracoastal Waterway (GIW"W) extends i .·" ~unction 

1.!ith the Sabine-Neches 'io.'ater"'·ay southwesterly to the vicinit. -. : Hi1_c:-1 Island,..._ 
The reach includes a barge mooring basin 75-feet wide and 2, -._,, fee• long 
near the junction area. The main channel extends westerly f:-.~-.: t Port Arthur 
Canal through marsh areas, crosses Salt Bayou, Spindletop Di:-_2·-. ,1es Slough, 
and Mud Bayou to a bridge on Texas State Highway 124 near thE " ity of 
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SWGCO-M PUBLIC NOTICE NO. l'wi.'-M-12 2 January 1975 

High Island, Texas. All depths are measured below Mean Lo~ Tide (Corps of 
Engineers datum). 

DISPOSAL AREA: The portion of the GI\."W f:rorn Port Arthur Canal to High Island 
utilizes 27 disposa1 areas for contract pipeline disposal operations. Disposal 
areas for the entire Texas section of the GIW" •• : main channel are numbered se­
quentially from Port Arthur to Po!'"t Isabel. Tiie d1spo~?.l areas in this reach 
are numbered 1 through 27 (see attached dravings). 

DISPOSAL A.~EAS NOS. 1-13 16-18 and 22-27 are all confined areas located 
adjacent to the channel. 

DISPOSAL AREAS NOS. 14 15 and 19-2: are all pa!'"tially confined areas located 
adjacent to the channel. No back levees have been built at lando'Wtler's request.s. 

COMPOSITIO~ A.\Ll QUA."-"TITY OF ~'...~.I':t:RIALS: M>iterials dredged from this reach of 
the water'l.'ay consist of sands, silts, and clays. Shoaling in the water..,·ay is 
a result of deposits occurring from \."ind-driven 'l.'aves and alluvial deposits frcr:: 
sloughs and bayous during high water periods. The shoaling rate of this section 
of the water~ay is approximately 400,000 cu~ic yards annually, 

METHOD OF DREDGING: Contract pipeline dredges are utilized to maintain this 
reach of the 'l.'ater"Way. The freauency of dredging in selected reaches is about 
every 60 months. The excavated material is transported by pipeline and placed 
in the various disposal areas. The average quantity of materials dredged per 
contract is about 2.0 million cubic yards. Selected sections of this reach were 
last maintained during the period October 1973-January 1974. The next maintenance 
dredging will be scheduled after 30 June 1975. 

PROPERTIES ADJAC~~l TO DISPOSAL A..~EAS: Disposal Area No. 1 is located south of 
the waten.<ay at its junction '\.;ith the Port Arthur Cana:. The area is bound by 
the water,..ay on the north, State H•..ry 87 and the t'0rt Arthur Crtnal on the east, 
and marsh areas on the south and 'l.·est. 

Disposal Areas ~os. 2-4 are all located adjacent to the southeasterly side of 
the water.,,;ay. The areas are bou:-id by the channel on the north, and by !:larsh 
areas on all other sides. 

Disposal Area ~o. 5 
area is bound on the 
channel, and on the 

is 1oc~::.ed on the no~thweste~ly side of the waterway. The 
soutl-.eas~ by the channel, en the south~·est by an unna1!led 

north••est an8 northeast :-iy T.crsh areas. 

Disposal Area ~o. 6 is located on the north..,·esterly side of the waterway. The 
area is bounC by the channel en the southeast, and by marsh areas on all other 
sides. 

298 



swcco-~ PUBLIC NOT!CZ NO. lWW-~-12 2 January 1975 

Disposal Area No. 7 is located on the northwesterly side of the waterway. The 
area is bound by <'!'1 unna!Tled ch,1nnel on the northeast, by the waterway on the 
southeast, and by rnar~;h areas on the other sides. 

Disposal Areas Noa. 8-11 are located on the northwest bank of the waterway. 
The areas are bound by the rhanr,21 or the southeast, and by marsh areas on 
the other sides. 

Dispoal Areas }."as, 12-15 are loc.'lted north1.:est of the \..·aterway. 
are continuous, lying adjacent to the channel and to each other. 
by the water\.1ay on the southcl'!st, by Salt Bayou on their \.·esterly 
on the no~.t.h,,;es::, and on tl-.e northeasterly end by l':'larsh area. 

These areas 
They are bound 
end, by marshla~~ 

Disposnl !>.<::P:> i.J". 1"7. ;_., l"""t<>rl ""rtht.·,,.<::t- of th<> µ;it~r'"'"'Y- The ::tr~;i is hollnil hy 
the channel on the southe~~t, m.'irsh ;ireas on the south•.;est ~nd northt.·est, and by 
an unnamed road on the northeast. 

Disposal Area No. 17 is located on the north""est banks of the waterway. The area 
is bound by the ch<!nnel on the southe?st, Disposal Area No. 18 on the southwest, 
marsh area on tt"-,e north\..·est, and Spindletop Ditch on the northeast. 

Disoosal Area ~o. 18 is loL·ated on the north'l.!est banks of the l.'aterway, The are~ 
is bound by the ch<i.nnel on the southeast, mars!-1 area on the south\..'est and northt.•es:, 
and Disposal Area No, 17 on the northeast. 

Disposa~ Area No. 19 is located on the north'l.!eSt bank of the 'l.!ater~ay. The area 
is bound on the southeast by the water'l.!ay, and by marsh area on the other sides, 

Disposal Areas ~os. 20-25 are locdted on the southeast banks of the waterway. 
They are bound by the water~ay on the north...,·est, and surrounded by marsh areas 
on all other sides. 

Disposal Area ~o. 26 is located southeast of the w?terway. The area is bound 
by tho::> Y.'a te r~-:ay on the nor th'l<>e st, ar.<l by A comb inP. t ion of mar sh areas and stretches 
of Mud Bayou on the other sides. 

Disposal Area ~o. 27 is located south of the ·water\..·ay. 
the north by the i.:ater\..·ay, on the east by ~d Bayou, on 
.ind on the west by Texas State High...,·ay 124. 

The area is 
the, south by 

bound on 
marsh area, 

DREDGING 3Y OTHERS: There is not a significant amount of dredging by non-Federal 
agencies in ti--.e vicinity of the Federal project. Non-Federal dredging activities 
are regulated by the Department of the Army Permit program. 

DESIGNATION OF DISPOSAL SITES: The proposed dispos~l sites have not been pre~ 
viously Cesignated by the i'i.dministrntor, Environmental Protection Agency. However, 
the use of these sites has been previou~ly coordinated ~ith EPA. 
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SWGCO-H PUBLIC NOTICE NO. IW'W-M-12 2 January 1975 

COORDINATIO~: The following is a list of Federal, State and local agencies 
with whom these activities are being coordinated. 

Advisory Council on Historic Preservation 
Region VI En'l.•ironmental Protection Agency 
U. S. Department of Commerce 
U. S, Departm~nt of the Interior 
Eighth Coast Guard District 
Division of Planning Coordination, State of Texas 
Texas Parks and 1,,'ildlife Department 
Texas Historical Commission 
Commissioners' Court of Jefferson County 
Commissioners' Court of Chambera County 
Commissioners' Court of Galveston County 

ENVIRO~"MENTAL STATE~Nl: Continued maintenance dredging of Gulf Intracoasta: 
Water.,.;ay •·•ill significantly benefit the economic and social well-being of 
the public. The adverse and beneficial effects of dredging and disposal of 
dredged material on navigation, fish and wildlife, water quality, aes~he~ics, 
ecology, land use, etc., will be evaluated in accordance with the National 
Environi::".ental Policy Act of 1969 (P. L. 91-190). A separate Environ!Ilenta~ 
Statement will not be prepared for this reach of the GI~"W. However, a D"aft 
Environr.ental Statement for the entire main channel and tributaries of the 
GIWW (Texas section) has been prepared and the final statement is scheduled 
to be placed on file • • .;ith Council on Environmental Quality about mid-~9i5 
after having been coordinated •.:1th the above mentioned agencies. Tne draft 
statement is currently being reviet."ed by these agencies anci the public, and 
single copies are available upon request to the District Engineer, AT~: 
SWGED-E. 

In the event an emergency situation occurs, the shoaling in the Gulf Intraco2sta: 
Waterway project t.•ill not permit postoonement of maintenance of the channe: ur.t:. ~ 
after an environ:'.1.ental state:;ient fa filed "With Council on Environ.:::J.ent.a.l Quality 
'Without serious impairment to the navigability of this project. · 

Any person "ho has an interest which may be affected by the disposal of 
this dredged ::iaterial rnay reque;;t a pt;blic hearing. The request nu.st be 
submitted in writing to the District Engineer within 30 days of the date 
of this notice and must clearly set forth the interest ...,..hich may be affected 
and the manner in which the interest may be affected by this activity. 

Designation of the proposed disposal plan for dredged material associated 
with this Federal project shall be made through the application of guide-
lines promulgated by the Administrator EPA in conjunction with the Secretary 
of the Army. If these guidelines alone prohibit the designation of this 
proposed disposal plan, any po:ential impairment to the maintenance of 
navigation, including any econosic impact on navigation and a~chorage t.~ich 
would result fro~ the failure t~ use this disposal plan will also be considereC. 
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SIJGCO·M PUBLIC NOTICE NO. l~",..'-M-12 2 January 1975 

COMMENTS: Persons desiring to express their vie~s or provide infor~~tion 
to be consider~d in evaluation of the impact of continued maintenance 
dredging are requested to mail their comments to: 

District Engineer 
Galveston District, Corps of Engineers 
ATTN: SWGCO-M 
P. 0. Box 1229 
Galveston, Texas 77550 

with specific reference to Public Notice No. IWW'-M-12 dated 2 January 1975, 

1 Incl 
Drawing, Jan 1975 

DON S. 
Colonel, 
District Engineer 
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IN REPLY REFER TO: 

UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
g: .. :;- =: . .. . .. ::-::--:::·:.:::,t,_:-uU 

District Engineer 
Attn: SWGCO-M 

POST OFFICE 60X 1306 

ALWQJERQJ£, NEW MEXICO 67103 

January 29, 1975 

Corps of Engineers, U. S. Army 
Post Office Box 1229 
Galveston, Texas 77550 

Dear Sir: 

Reference is made to your Pub] ic Notice No. IW'W-M-12, dated 
January 2, 1975, regarding the maintenance dred_ging of the Gulf 
lntracoastal Waterway (Main Channel) - Port Arthu.r Canal to High 
Island. 

RB 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service released a report on this main­
tenance dredging project on February 14, 1972. Following receipt 
of the public notice, we reexamined the project site and reviewed 
our 1972 report. In this report we recommended that no spoil ma­
terial be placed north of the waterway between Corps of Engineers 
Stations 630+00 and 827+00 and south of the waterway between Sta­
tions 1010+00 and 1031+50. We also recommended that spoil generated 
from this project be placed south of the waterway betv1een Stations 
630+oO and 790+00, and 810+00 and 850+00. Our recof71mendations 
could not be honored, as evidenced by letter from the District Engi­
neer to the Regional Director dated February 22, 1973, because 
Corps of Engineers negotiations ~vi th the landowner to trade per­
petual disposal rights from the north side of the waterway to the 
south side were unsuccessful. 

Since the deterioration and destruction of valuable fish and wild-
1 ife habitat has already occurred in these specific project areas, 
the Fish and Wildlife Service offers no further objection to their 
continued use. 

A further recorrrnendation in our 1972 report was that prior to any 
maintenance dredging operation, existing levees be refurbished and 
new levees be constructed and subsequently refurbished on the ends 
and at a distance of l ,650 feet back from the centerline of the 
channel for each spoil area between Stations 60+00 and 1615+00. As 
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depicted in this public notice, spoil disposal areas Nos./\20 and 
21 haven:) back limit. Back levees were not placed at these sites 
at the owners request. The Fish and Wildlife Service believes that 
back levees are essential to the preservation of adjacent marsh 
areas and should be constructed to contain the spoil. In the event 
that back levees cannot be ccnstructed, it would be appropriate to 
concentrate the spoil near the channel to help prevent it from 
spreading into the adjacent marsh areas. 

We refer again to the recommendation in our 1972 report which 
specifies.that levees be constructed and subsequently refurbished 
at a distance of 1,650 feet from the centerline of the channel. 
We would reiterate, our intent in reco~mending a specific distance 
from the channel centerline was to establish a limit to the area 
of spoil flow, thereby restricting the arrount of damage to adjacent 
wetlands. It is our intent that the distance of 1,650 feet be 
considered a maximum distance rather than a fixed distance. If the 
spoil from this and future dredging operations can be confined 
within a small er space, then it is appropriate that the 1 evee be 
located closer to the channel centerline. 

Other conclu$lons ;::,r.d rcco;-:;::-.cndations of th.::. 1972 report are sti~l 
applicable. We have no additional comr.ents at this time. Thank 
you for the opportunity to comr.ent on this public notice. 

cc: 

Sincerely yours, 

'De~utb1::",<lelc,(.t~o"r>?C.t-v--
Executive Director, Texas Parks and Wild. Dept., Austin, Tex. 
Regional Director, Nat'l Marine Fish. Serv., St. Petersburg, Fla. 
Area Suprv., NMFS, Envr. Assmt. Div., Galveston, Tex. 
Field Suprv., FWS, Div. of River Basin Studies, Galveston, Tex. 
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SWGCO-K 

Mr. W. O. hl•on, .Jr. 
1.egtonal Dinctor 
U. s. J"ish md Wildlife Service 
~ .. o. Box U06 
Albuquerque. Jiew Mexico 87103 

15 April 1975 

Thi• 1• in rmply to Mr • .Jerry Stegman'• letter dat•d 29 January 197S 
concerning Mlle Notice No. IW-M-12 on maintenance dredging of the 
Culf Intracautal waterway from the Port. Arthur Canal to High Island, 
Texa•. 

M you have reccxmaanded in paragraph 4 of the letter, eziating levees 
vill be refurb11hed, aa neceaaary, prior to each u•e· Concerning the 
diepo1al ar .. you have referenced in the •ame paragraph, we will again 
contact the landovnera for their perm.!aeion to conatruct leveea. If the 
landowner• &f.-Y• their conaent, laveea vill be constructed. If leveea 
cannot be cautructed, you may reat a1aured that contractora vill con­
centrate the material •• near the ch&.nnel aa practicable to reduce pumping 
diatance. 

In reference to paragraph S, levee• have been built around all areas 
except 14, IS, 19, 20 and 21. If t.'le landowner• giye their conaect to 
total conf~nt, levr,e1 will be constructed along a line 1650 feet 
from the center line of the channel, a• thi• is the mJ.nia.im distance to 
which the ana.1 could ba confined with u.e of th• areas remaining eco­
DOmically feuible. 

thank you foe your review and coament•. 

Copy furnithl!d t 
'Field Supeni•or 
USFWS, Calvnton, Texas 77550 

Sincerely your1 1 

E. I>. KcGEHJ!E 
Otief, Construction­
Operationa Diviaion 
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January 29, 1975 

Colonel Don s. McCoy 

U.S. DEP~RTMENT OF COMMERCE 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
NATIO~JAL MARINE FISHERiES SERVICE 

Duval Building 
9450 Gandy Boulevard 
St. Petersburg, Florida 33702 

FSE21/DM 

District Engineer, Galveston District 
Di;pa:i;-tn1cr1L 0£ Ll11; ~-my, Cu.tps o[ E11ginee.rs 
P.O. Box 1229 
Galveston, TX 77550 

Dear Colonel 1'1cCoy: 

The National Marine Fisheries Service (NM.PS) has reviewed 
Public ~~otice I'i·Tt'l-M-12 dated January 2, 1975, wherein the 
Corps of Engineers requested comments on proposed plans 
for spoil disposal associated with the continuation of 
maintenance dredging of Gulf Intracoastal Waterway (Main 
Channel)-Port Arthur Canal to High Island, Texas. 

The Bu:!:'~a.'..! 0f S:;;o!."'t E'is:!:-2:::-i:::: =....~.:!. ~\~i1::1.:.::~ {~S:="h') , b::z· letter 
to your office dated February 14, 1972, co~mented on pro­
posed plans for spoil disposal during previous maintenance 
dredging of this waterway. Their recommendations were pre­
pared with the assistance of the NMFS and received our con­
currence, as indicated by our rnemo dated October 12, 1971, 
attached to their letter. 

In letters dated February 22 and June 8, 1973, the Corps of 
Engineers advised the BSF\-l Regional Director that the Corps 
would be unable to comply with the first two recommendations 
made in the BSFW report because of objections by landowners 
in the project area. Specifically, the t~\'O recorr.r.iendations 
were: (1) that no spoil material be placed north of the 
waterway bet\'leen Corps of Engineers Stations 630+00 and 
872+00 (NOTE: this is the same ar~a described as Disposal Area 
No. 13 in the present public notice); and (2) that the spoil 
be placed south of the waterway between Stations 630+00 and 
790+00, and 810+00 and 850+00. Iion-compliance was because 
negotiations with the landot.,iner to trade the perpetual disposal 
right from the north side to the south of the channel were 
unsuccessful. As a result, disposal area no. 13 was back­
leveed and used for spoiling, and the environmental damage we 
wanted to avert has occurred. We, therefore, recommend that 
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the back levee of this disposal area be adequately maintained 
to prevent any further destruction of habitat by accidental 
spillage of dredged materials. 

Another recommendation (No. 3) made in the BSFW letter, which 
has not been fully corr.plied v1i th, \..'as that back levees be con­
structed at a distance no further than 1,650 feet from the 
centerline of the channel in each spoil area between Corps of 
Engineers' Stations 60+00 and 1615+50. This has been accom­
plished for all disposal areas except Areas Nos. 14, 15, 19, 
20 and 21 which ha~Te not been back-leveed due to the requests 
and/or derr,ands of the lando•..rners. Areas adjacent to these 
five disposal areas are freshwater marsh and, even though they 
do not provide estuarine nursery area directly, they do supple­
ment the estuarine ecosystem v.·ith nutrients v.'hich contribute 
significantly to the integrity of the estuarine environment. 
Unconfined spoiling in these areas will· unnecessarily consume 
many more acres of marshland. 

In view of the above, the NMFS reiterates the recommendations 
made in the BSFW letter of February 14, 1972, excluding 
recorranendations Nos. 1 and 2. In addition, we recowmend the 
following: 

1. As soon as possible, consent of the landowners should 
be sought for the construction of back levees in Disposal 
Areas Nos. 14, 15, 19, 20 and 21. Until such time, spoil should 
beP,.aced in as few discharge points as possible, each point 
being located on areas of higher ground within each disposal 
area. Also, these same discharge points should be used during 
each subsequent maintenance dredging operation to irnpact the 
least possible area of marshland within and adjacent to these 
disposal areas. 

2. Prior to issuance of contracts for maintenance dredgi~g, 
detailed plans should be submit~ed to the Federal and State 
fish and wildlife agencies, including the Area Supervisor, N!-1FS, 
Environmental Assessment Division, 4700 Avenue U, Galveston, 
Texas 77550, for reviei;v. Included should be the proposed dis­
charge points to be utilized in Disposal Areas 14, 15, 19, 20 
and 21. 

Thank you for the opportunity to review and comment on the 
maintenance plans of this authorized Federal project. 

Sincerely, 

\_ 

William H. Stevenson 
Regional Director 
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lllQCO-H 7 March 1975 

Kr. Willi .. B. Staveuaoa 
Regton&l Di~ctor 
Batlonal l!arine Fillherle1 S.rvica 
\14)U ~ iliOU lCYnrd 
It. P•t•r•bar&, J'lorida 33702 

Dear Mr. ltnenaoni 

i..afuel.Wa 1• mads to yorir lett•r dated ~9 .January 1915 concerning Jlubllc 
Wotic:e Ho. r .. v-M-12 on. tn.aintl!l!nance dre.d~ia.g of tha Gulf Intraco.utal 
Waterway fnia 'the Port Arthur C.nal to liig.'1 I•l.and, Tua•. 

Jtecr.<::rr~".\at:i.,,,_ }!o. 1 - The noxt tt.m. dredRing occura along thl• reach, 
the 14.:.~0~~-will ba contacud far cheir pand.aaiou. to construct laveaa. 
If th• landcw:tera 3iT• their c~n•ent, l~••• will be built. Until the 
levee.• •l"• boilt, the dre.dpd material vi.11 b• discharged •• cloae to the 
che.nnel •• poaaible vithin th• dilpoNl are.:ia. We do not plan to pr•· 
dealgnata the diecb~• point.•, however, line• thia 11 not ft!Ulbla fro. 
a ccmtrac.tu.al at.andpoi.nt. 

P.u.O!l'r".eedAtio't 1io. 2 • M haa bean our policy la. the "P&lt, we will 
furn.imh t.h41 •~~gllatcei ti;~encie• pll!na and ap3cif1cat1cm.• far review during 
the ddvertir-:Z..a~ ·, . ...rl~ [::»r Mcli c.cmtr&ct. li-ovevu. u at.ated above. we 
do n:>t pla. to preduiaaat• discharge poia.ta,. 

Copy furniabld: 
Uaa "upuvi.Jlor 
NMFS• C•lve1toU, Tmta1 77,50 

81.Dcerely your1 • 

11. D. KcGEllll 
Chief, Construction• 
Operation• D~Tl•i.ou 
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June 11, 1975 

CERTIFIED MAIL: RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED (788940) 

Colonel Don S. McCoy 
District Engineer 
Galveston District 
Corps of Engineers 
P.O. Box 1229 
Galveston, Texas 77550 

Dear Colonel McCoy: 

We have completed our review of your maintenance 
dredging plan "GIWW(tl,ain Channel)_.High ·Island--to--Ga~veston 

--Bay.!.! as covered in Public Notice No. IW~!-M-12 dated Jan­
uary 2, 1975. ~= have also reviewed your May 19,1975, 
Statement of Findings concerning this project in accordance 
with 33 C.F.R. 209.145. 

Your dredging and dredged material disposal plan is 
approved for one year provided the following recommendations 
can be adopted: 

1. Effluent from all fully confined disposal areas 
shall be discharged through control structures into tne Gulf 
Intraco2stal ~aterway. 

2. Dredged material shall not be discharge~ further 
than 1 ,000 feet fro~ the channel centerline into disposal 
areas l~,15, 19,20 and 21. 

3. The backside of each open ~ater discosal area shall 
be leveed as soon as ocssible. and as near the cha~ne1 as 
feasible. The back l~vees shall not be more than 1 ,650 feet 
from the center line of the channel. 

Since, as stated in your Public Notice, an Environmental 
Imoact Statement h2s net been prepared for this project, we 
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have deferred consideration cf long ter~ acproval of your 
dredging plan un:il the final Env~ronmer.ta1 Ir.;oact State­
ment h~s been fjled with the Council on Environmental 
Quality. ,. 

Sincerely yours, 

' ~ ---~ ·-·-
---~ •. --Jann C. White 

Acting Regional Administrator 
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SUPPLEMENT NO. 10 
CHANNEL TO PALACIOS, TEXAS 

1. PROPOSED ACTIOll. The proposed Federal action is 
continued periodic maintenance dredging of the Cha:mel 
to Palacios, Texas. The Federally maintained project 
consi3ts of a cha~nel 12 feet deep by 125 feet wide 
extending northwesterly from its junction with the GIWW 
through Matagorda Bay to the City of Palacios, a distance 
of 16.l miles. At the City of Palacios, a turning basin 
200 feet wide Dy 635 feet long, a turning basin 300 feet 
wide by 1,150 feet long, and a connecting channel with 
varying widths of 150 to 480 feet and 450 feet long are 
also maintained under this project. All depths are 
measured be lo~v Mean Low Tide (Corps of Engineers datum). 
Contract pipeline dredges are utilized to maintain the 
channel. The frequency of dredging for selected reaches 
of the channel is about 36 months. The average quantity 
of materials dredged per contract is about 1.5 million 
cubic yards. The channel <;Vas last maintained during the 
period October-December 1973. The next maintenance 
dredging will be scheduled after 30 June 1977. The 
disposal areas for thi3 reach of the channel are numbered 
1 through 16 and are shown o, the 4 figures of the attached 
public notice. 

2. NEED FOR ACTION. Periodic maintenance is required to 
prevent shoaling from halting or restricting navigation on 
the channel. Benefits of continued maintenance dredging 
of the channel are derived almost entirely from commercial 
navigation, including inla."'1d waterway barge tOt\l's and service 
vessels. In 1974 over 78,83~ tons of cargo were carried 
over the water:vay. The principal commodities w-ere basic 
chemicals, basic chet:!ical products, and marine shells. The 
economy of the project area is heavily dependent upon 
continued use of low cost waterborne transportation. 

3. EKVIRm::-IENTAL SETTING. 

3.01 The project is located in an area of high-quality 
habitat used by fishes and crustaceans as feeding, breed-
ing, and nursery grounds. A live oyster reef lies across 
Tres Palacios Bay in the ge,1eral vicinity of Statio:is 135+00 
and 176+00. The important species of fish and crustaceans 
using the area include red drum, black drum, spotted seatrout, 
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san<l seatrout, Atlantic croaker, southern flounder, striped 
mullet, me~~ari~n, gafftopsail catfish, spot, sheepshead, 
blue crab, brown shriinp, and white shrimp. 

3.02 The ~rea also contains habitat of importance to 
waterfowl, shorebirds, and wading birds. ~fest of the 
waterfowl use is by migrants during the winter. Princi­
pal species of v.~at€rfowl include the pi.ntail, mallard, 
mottled duck, redhead, canvasback, lesser scaup, American 
widgeon, blue-i;vinged tea 1, green-winged tea 1, shoveler, 
;:ind Ameri.c~n coot! The nri.nc ipa l shorebirds and v1ading 
birds are ibis, egret, heron, gull, tern, pelican, roseate 
spoonbill, rail, sandpiper, and plover. 

3.03 The existing channel to Palacios is a shallow-
d1_·aft channel of 12-foot depth. !iuch of this c'b.annel 
traverses bay ... ,·ater 10 feet or greater in Cepth. Disposal 
material fro-n previoL1s dredging has not as y·et accumulated 
to the extent of causing circulation proOlemS in Tres 
Palacios and Matagorda Bays. Neither has placement of 
disposal r,iaterial in these areas hindered boat or fish 
movement. 

3.04 Endangered species kno~'l1 to range in the area 
include Florida manatee, red '\V'.)lf, right v1hale, Attv.-aters 1 

prairie chicken, southern bald eagle, brci:,'11 pelican, 
Eskimo curle .... 1, Arctic peregrine falcon, A'Tterican ?ere­
grine falcon, Aneric8n alligator, Atlantic ridley, hawks­
bill turtle, and leatherback turtle. 

4. ADVERSE EXVIRm:~::::KTAL EFFECTS. 

4.01 }!aintenance dredging of this ch.c::_nel will have 
minor adverse effects on the natural environnent. The 
significance of these effects will vary according to 
location 0£ disposal areas, disposal practices, type of 
bottom material being dredged, and quantity of similar 
surrounding habitato 

4.02 D~ed?,ing. The removal of shoal materials accumu­
lated in the channel and basins v..•ill disturb or remove 
swir::..'1ling a·,1d benthic organisms. Howe\.-·er, '.Jecause of pollu­
tants that may be found in some sediments, instability of 
the sediments, and frequency of maintenance dredging, it 
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is expected that populations of bottom dwelling organisms 
are low in the channel bottoxs. Other detrimental 
effects of dredging include turbidity caused by the action 
of the cutterhead assembly, resuspension of pollutants 
in that turbid area, and destruction of any fish or 
crustaceans caught by the cutter or pulled into the pipe­
line by the pump. These effects are limited to an area 
immediately surrounding the dredge cutterhead. 

4.03 ~~orrnally, rr.aintenance dredging does not destroy 
any submerged vegetation or oysters, as channel depths 
preclude develop~ent of vegetation because of reduced 
sunlight penetration, and the soft materials constantly 
accumulating on the channel bottom prevent oysters from 
developing. Dredging usually has little effect on motile 
marine species as they are able to avoid the dredge. 

4.04 Disposal. The most significant adverse environ­
mental effects are associated \o1ith disposal rr.ethods, 
rather than dredging, Disposal practices along this reach 
include both open water and land disposal. 

4.05 Ooen Water Disryosal. Open water disposal of dredged 
materials is often considered to be more environmentally 
detrimental than land disposal because of the effects 
of highly visible localized turDidity, burial of bottom 
dwelling organis~s, compartraentalization of bay areas, 
possible resuspension of oollutants, and burial of sub­
merged aquatic vegetation. Onen water disposal is not 
entirely detri~ental. A nuT.ber of beneficial aspects 
are knov..'ll, including for~Btion of bird nesting areas where 
islands develop, creation of suitable substrate for oysters, 
resuspension of nutrients, and provision of public 
recreational areas. 

4.06 Turbidities. Turbidities associated with open 
water disposal have sowe damaging effects on productivity 
of the bay ecosystem. High turbidities reduce photosynthe­
tic activity and could cause suffocation of small fish and 
other marine animals by coating gill tissues with sediment 
particles. Reduction of photosynthetic activity results 
in a correspondir.g reduction at the base of the aquatic 
food chain. This loss will be projected up the food chain, 
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resultir.3 in fe\.;er erg ini;,ms being avatlable for man's 
use. That loss which does occur may be in part co~pen­
s.OJted for by increases in productivity following resuspen­
sion of nu tr ien .:s and a era ':ior1 of sediments and organic 
matter. 

4.07 Botton animal populations are reduced when their 
habitats are covered i;vith a hea\ry dredged material layer. 
Some of the more mobile organisDs are able to i;.;0rk upward 
through the silt while the sessile organisms perish. 

4.08 Oyster reefs can be severely affected by siltation, 
depending on their height above the surrounding level 
bottom. Low profile reefs in the path of a mud flow can 
be covered, resulting in loss of any existing oysters. 
In some cases, the material is not removed by 't•.'ave action 
and the reef becomes per~E~ently buried. Higher reefs 
generally will not be, cove":"ed b:.,, dreCge<l materials. As 
requested by the USFU\'S and ~1'IFS, surveys of selected 
disposal areas will be rr.ade to determine the presence of 
oyster reefs. From the st:rveys, disposa 1 areas will be 
adjusted on a case by case basis to permit maximum feasible 
mitigation of adverse effects on i.:l1e uysLt!r t.'ee[s. 

4.09 Si;-Jirrrr:i.ing anirnals are the least severely affected by 
siltation from dredging. Because of their motility, they 
are able to leave an affected a~ea. 

4.10 Disposal of dreCgeC ~-1E1te1-·ials in open ~·1ater ,~~ill 

cover an:;r vegetation that e:r:ist:s in the dis!losal areas. 
All areas t11at will be used for depositio11 of sedic:.ents 
have at least partially beer1 use ... i for tl-1,is purpose and, 
there:ore, thn t ve :-.e Cation which 'tvil 1 be covered 11as 
developed on sediments deposited during previous dredging. 
It can be a~su::7lecl that past develcpcent i;.;ill be repeated 
and th<1t the areas of f1·eshly deposited sedir.;ent v.;ill be 
covered ,,;ith ne't-1 groi;.1th of vegetation. 

4.11 .~nother it,1portant possibility of dredging related 
adverse environrnental effects is that of compartr:-.entaliza­
tion of bay areas. This can result from long continuous 
disposal areas blocking or changing the normal current 
patter;<s in bay areas. Past dredging in this reach is 
not kno•.m to have caused any sigr,ific.1nt adverse effects 
on circulntion. 
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4.12 Open water Cisposal of polluted sediments is of 
reuch greater concern and ?resents more problems than land 
disposal. The main concern results from the possibility 
that pollutants resuspended by Cr~dging may enter the 
marine food chain causing high concentrations of toxic 
materials in sport and ccnrt::i.ercial species. Other possible 
effects include fish kills, lmvered phytoplankton ?ro­
ductivity, and exclusion of desirable species of benthic 
organisms frOT:l the disposal areas. There is also the 
possibility of adverse effects on marine life such as 
impairment of reproductive capacity and increased sus­
ceptibility to disease, parasites, and predation. 

4.13 Fish kills along this reach, as a result of resus­
pended pollutants, are considered unlikely. Past dredg­
ing is not kncwn to have caused any fish kills; and since 
sediments dredged in the past were in all probability 
at least as polluted as those that will be dredged in 
the future, fish kills are not anticipated. 

4.14 Land Disoosal. Adverse environmental effects of 
disposal of dredged material on land include destruction 
of vegetation; loss of foraging, feeding, nesting, and 
resting areas for birds, mammals, and reptiles; temporary 
reduction of air quality in the im.~ediate vicinity; and 
long-term partial suppression of the productivity of the 
disposa 1 area. 

4.15 When a land area is used for disposal of dredged 
materials, most of the vegetation is covered or destroyed, 
particularly 'vhere containment levees are used. This 
loss of vegetation forces birds, ~~rnmals, and reptiles 
to leave the area until the vegetation recovers. Recoverv 
of the vegetation usually begins within 6 months to a 
year. Considering the very small relative size of the 
total area used for disposal \vhen compared to the thou­
sands of square miles of similar habitat in the surrounding 
coastal area, it is dcubted that such effects are signi­
ficant. 

4.16 In some instances, the disposal of dredged materials 
on land results in the degradation of air quality as 
a result of the release of odors. These odors are caused 
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b)? tht~ decay of orgar:ic rr.aterials that had collected on 
the channel bottom and decay of vegetation it1 the disposal 
area. If necessary, these odors can be controlled by 
chernicall.y trt:atillg i;.,ith a proprietary product containing 
essential oils and deodorized kerosene. 

4.17 The primary significant long-term adverse environental 
effect that results from. land disposal of maintenance 
dredged materials is the suppression of productivity in 
the disposal areas. Because of repeated disposal of 
materials, th<:: ·,;egeto.ticn is not in a cc~st::int state of 
maximum oroductivity. ~~ximum productivity occurs only 
between the time of full recovery and the next deposition 
of sediments. Where a disposal area is used for the first 
time, the vegetation will normally change to a lower 
quality type. 1'his niay permanently lower the productivity 
of an area. Changes in vegetation type as a result of 
disposal operations will be minimal, since the areas 
to be used for disposal have been used previously for 
this purpose, and tlle changes have a !ready occurred. 

S. ALTERNATIVES. All apparent alternative methods have 
been investigated in sufficient detail i.:.o 1..leter.1nir1e tl-ieir 
viabi1ity. Consideration of alternatives includes effects 
on the economic and social well-being of the area, 
state, and nation, as well as the effects on the natural 
environment of the project area. The "no action" 
alternative has been considered, as well as alternate 
methods of disryosal. Investigation has indicated that, 
of all the alte~"'tlatives examined, the o~ly environmentally 
and economically feasible plan at this time is continued 
maintenance dredging and disposal in the manner and locations 
as described in the public notice with the recommended 
changes described in Section 6 of this summary. 

6. RESP0NSES TO THE ?UBLIC NOTICE A public notice 
describing the proposed action and soliciting cornrr:ents 
was issued 10 February 1975, as required by Federal 
dre<lgir_g regulations (33 CFR 209.145). Three responses 
to the public notice have been received. Tl1e U.S. Fish 
and t-Jil{ilife Service (USF&..JS) noted that its previous 
recormnendations had been adopted and made the additional 
request that the vicinity of all disposal areas be investi­
gated for oyster reefs within 3 months prior to dredging, 
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and that the Corps of Engineers designate discharge 
points on contract plans to avoid damaging such oyster 
ree.Zs as :nay be located. The National ?-farine Fisheries 
Service (l,1-!FS) also noted that its previous reccm:mendations 
had been adopted and additionally recomrr:.ended that the 
bay botta:i. in and adjacent to disposal areas be investi­
gated for oyster beds ,.;ithin 6 months prior to dredging. 
NMFS also recor:r.:ended that disposal plans be adjusted 
to protect any GJ'St'?r beds located during the surveys. 
The reco"1I!lended surveys for oyster beds will be conducted 
by staff biologists, and disposal plans will be adjusted 
on a case by case basis to protect significant oyster 
beds. However, the recot:"mendation from USF&WS to prede­
signate discharge points is not feasible from a contractual 
standpoint. The response received from ~rr. Kendall Laughlin, 
student, S?-ru Law School, cor:-.mented on both the public 
notice and the environmental statement. ~tr. Laughlin 
commented primarily on precedures addressed in the Federal 
dredging regulations and on ,,·hat information he believed 
should be presented in the public notice. He had no 
cormnents concerning how adverse effects might be further 
mitigated. 

7. EW,TIR.0:-.1'~!~TAL PROTECTION "\GENCY f.PPRO\TAL. In a letter 
dated 13 June 1975, EPA approved the dredged material 
disposal plan under 33 CFR 209.145 for one year, subject 
to the following restrictions: 

a. Disposal Areas 12, 13, and 14 shall not be used. 
Definition of these areas shall be delayed until the 
location and density of all oyster reefs within one-half 
mile of the disposal areas are identified. 

b. The Statement of Findings shall be amended to 
include nlans for fulfilling conditions as described 
in proposed Guidelines 40 CFR 230-5(b)(4). 

The recommendations will be complied ,.;ith and compliance 
with 40 CFR 230 is discussed in Vol. I paragraph 1.04. 
Long-term ap?roval of dredging plans was deferred until 
a final Environ~ental Statement has been filed with the 
Council of Environmental Quality. 
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SWGCO-M 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
GALVESTON 01aTJlllCT, COl'tP'• or llNGINCa:N• 

,,, o. 80lt t22• 
GALVESTON, TIEXAa 77990 

Pl"BLIC NOTICE NO. !W"W-~f-15 

MAINT£NA.~CE DREDGING 

10 FebruAry 19i5 

GULF INTRACOASTAL t..:ATE?',.,'AY-CHA~~iEl. TO PALACIOS, TEXAS 

This public notice is issued in accordance with provisions of established 
Federal regulations, Title 33 CFR 209.145, concerning the policy, practice 
nn~ Fro::e::iurc!: to :-'" fu!!c· .. ·'22 ~i t.!1e Cvcps uf Engineers in connection 'I.11th 
the disposal of dredged material in n~vigable waters or the transportation 
of dredged material for the purpose of d~positing it in ocean waters 
associated with Federal projects. 

This notice is being distributed to al! interested State and Federi!.l agencies 
and known interested persons in order to assist in developing fActs an3 
recommendations concerning the proposed continuation of mAintenance dredging 
activities, Contnents must be submitted to the District Engineer at the above 
address on or before 14 MArch 1975. 

Laws under which the proposed dredging is to be reviewed: 

Federal \..'-<'ter Pol lnri,.,., lnntr('ll .Art 
Coastal Zone :-ianagement Act of 1972 
National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 
Fish and \~'i. ldlife Act of 1956 
Migratory Marine Game~Fish Act 
Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act 
Endangered Species Act of 1973 
National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 

PROJECT: Gulf Intracoasta1 Waterway-Channel to Palacios. Texas. 

PROJECT LOCATION: Near the City of Palacios in Matagorda County, Texas. 

PROJECT DESCR1PTIO~: The Federally maintained project consists of a channel 
12 feet deep by 125 feet \.o'ide extending northwesterly from its. junction \.o"ith 
the GIWW through Matagorda B~y to the City of Palacios, a distance of 16.~ 
miles. At the City of Palacios, a turning basin 200 feet wide by 635 feet 
long, a turning basin 300 feet \.o'ide by l, 150 feet long, Pnd a connecting channe~-· 
with varying ~ .... idths of 150 to 480 feet and 450 feet long Pre also maintained 
under this project. All depths are measured below Mean Lo, .. : Tide (Corps of 
Engineers datum). 

DISPOSAL AREA: The Matagorda County Navigation District No. 1, the sponsoring 
agency, is responsible for furnishing the necessary rights-of-\.o•ay, easements, 
and lands reauired for improving Pnd maintaining the project. The project 
utilizes sixteen (16) disposal areas (see ~ttached drawings). 
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S\rlGCO-M PUBLIC NOTICE NO. IWl..'-M-15 10 February 19-5 

Disposal Areas Nos. 1-14 are open ~ater areas located adjacent to the channel 
in Matagorda and Tres Palacios Bays. 

Disposal Area No. 15 is a leveed area located west of the Municipal Turning 
Basin. 

Disposal Area No. 16 is a leveed area located north of the City Turning Basin. 

COMPOSITION AND QCA.~TITY OF Y.ATER!ALS: Materials to be dredged from the Channe: 
to Palacios consist of fine grained sands, silts, anrl clays. Shoaling in t!-1~· 

channel is a result of tidal actions and wind driven ~aves in Matagorda and 
Tres Palacios Bays, Th(' shoaling rate in the channel is approximately 500,000 
cubic yards annually. 

METHOD OF DREDGISG: Contract pipeline dredges are utilized to maintain the 
channel. The freouency of dredging for selected reaches of the channel is aboc:t 
,36 months. The average cuantity of m;iteria!s dredged per contract is about ! .5 
million cubic yards. The channel was last maintained during the period October­
December 1973. The next m;1.intenance dredging will be scheduled after 30 June 19~5. 

PROPERTIES ADJACE~T TO DISPOS . .\l AREAS: Disposal Areas Nos. 1-14 are open i,.,•ater 
areas located generally \.;est of the channel. The easterly edges of the disposa: 
areas are located beti,.,'een Stations 835+00 & 805+00; 78o+OO & iSo+-00; 725+";1 & 

695+00; 660+00 & 62()+00; 60o+OO & 56o+OO; 54D+OO & SOOt-00; 475+00 & 445+00; 
425+00 & 395+00~ 375+00 & 345+00; 325+00 & 300-t-OO; 28D+OO & 23ot'.OO; 2IQ-l-OO & 
17o+OO; 14o+OO & 108+QO; 88+00 & 6[}+-00. The waters adjacent to these areas are 
used primarily for conrnercial and sport fishing. 

Disposal Area No. 15 is located on land west of the Municipal Turning Basin. 
The area is bound on the east by port facilities, on the south by the shoreline 
of Tres Palacios Bay, on the west by a drainage area, and on the north by un­
developed land. 

Disposal Area No. 16 is located on land north of the City Turning Basin. The 
area is bound on the east by the City of Palacios, on the south by State High'~·ay 
No. 35, on the west by 12th.Street, and on the north by Moore Street. 

DREDGING BY OTHERS: Non-Federal dredging in the vicinity of the channel to Palacios 
project has been relatively minor. The majority of the work has been done by 
private individuals and organizations, with the estimated quantity of materia: 
removed annually being approximately 40,000 cubic yards. Non-Federal dreCging 
activities are regulated by the Department of the Army Permit program. 

DESIGNATION OF DISPOSAL SITES: The proposed disposal sites have not been pre­
viously designated by the Administrator, Environmental Protection Agency, how­
ever, the use of these sites has been previously coordinated with EPA. 
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SWGCO-M PUBLIC NOTICE NO. 1-..."'...:'-H-15 10 February 1975 

COOR9INATION: The follot.·ing is a list of Federal, St:1te and local agencies 
with whom these activities are b~ing coordinated. 

Advisory Council on Historic Preservation 
Region VI Environmental Protection Agency 
U. S. Departnent of Corrmerce 
U. S. Department of the Interior 
Eighth Coast Guard Di~trict 
Division of Planning Coordination, State of Texas 
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 
Texas Historical Commission 
Cormiissio.1e1 :i' Courl ur 1-idLd!of,Ul i.ld ..:ounty 
City of Palacios 
M~tagorda County Navigation District No. 1 

ENV!RO~TAL STATE~fENT: Continued maintenance dredging of the Channel to 
Palacios will significRntly benefit the economic and social well-being of the 
public, The adverse and beneficial effects of dredging and disposal of dreCgeC 

'material on navigation, fish And \Jildlife, y,·ater quality, aesthetics, eco!ogv, 
land use, etc., ~ill be evaluated in accordance ~ith the National Environ~enta: 
Policy Act of 1969 (P.L. 91-190). A Draft Environmental State~ent for the 
entire main channel and tributaries of the GI..,'W (Texas section) has heen prep;:i•eC:: 
and was filed t.•ith the Council on Environ::iental Quality on 30 October 1974. T!-:is 
tributary channel is included in the GI'..'\.." Environmental Stater..ent, The final 
~t:'!terr:er:t is ~:::!-:edc:le::! ~:::- ~:: ;::1.'.l.cc:::! c;--. fil<' · •. :ith Co-...;i.:i' on Envi.ron:-:lental Qua:i:y 
about rnid-1975 ;:ifter having been coordinated \.·ith the above mentioned abe;-;::ies. 
The draft statement is currently being reviet.•ed by these a gene ies and the pub: ic, 
and single copies are available upon re~uest to the District Engineer, AT'P.': 
SWGED-E. 

No dredging is presently schedu1ed for this tributary of the G!t.'W, and ,; :-"in2: 
Environmental Statement should be on file before the next dredging occurs. Eov­
ever, should Rn abnormal shoaling rate catise an emerger..cv situa.tion, the :_-:-,-:.oc­
tance of the Channel to P.slacios to local navigation •.-.'ill not riernit postpone­
ment of m;tintenance of the channel until after an Environr.,ental Staterr:ent !.s 
filed l..•ith Council on Environ:nental Quality without serious ir.ipairraent to tl-.e 
navigability of this project. 

Any person \.:ho h:i.s an interest y,·hich may be affected by the disposal of t~is 
dt-edged material rnay request a pub'..ic hearing. The request rm.1st be subrr.ittf:'~ 

in l<'Titing to the District Engineer t,·ithin 30 days of the dr:te of this :iotic~ 
and must clearly set fortr. the ir:terest \o.'hich :n;o)· be affected an~ :.he nannec 
in .,_.hich the interest mEy be affected by this activity. 

Designation of the proposed disposetl plen for dredged m<iterietl ;issociateC ~.'ith 

this Federal rroject sha'. l he maf.e througl: the <tpplicrit~on of guidelines prom­
ulgated by the Administr;otor £PA in conjunction \>'ith the Secretctc:; of the .~r~.-. 
If these guidelines alone prohibit the Cesignation of this pro?osed Cispos2l 
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SWGCO-M PUBLIC NOTICE }~Q. IWW-M-15 10 February 1975 

plan, any potential impairment to the maintenance of navigation, including any 
economic impact on navigation and anchorage ~Tiich would result from the failure 
to use this disposal plan, will also be considered. 

COMMENTS: Persons desiring to express their vie\.'S or provide information to be 
considered in evaluation of the impact of continued mainten;ince dredging are 
requested to mail their comments to: 

DistriCt Engineer 
Galveston District, Corps of Engineers 
ATTN: SWGCO-M 
P. 0. Box 1229 
Galveston, Texas 77550 

with specific reference to Public ~otice No, IWW-X-15 dated 10 February 1975. 

1 Inc 1 
Drawing, Feb 1975 

DO~ S. McCOY 
Colonel, CE 
District Engineer 
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IN REPLY REFER TO: 

UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
1::::- •'1n·. '" : :.· :"' " :--:-::--:-- "": ; ,: ;::;::w 

POST orr1 CE s.:ix 1306 

ALEIJQJERWE, NE.W MEXICO 67103 

March 10, 1975 

District Engineer 
Attn: SWGCO-M 
Corps of Engineers, U. S. Army 
P. 0. Box 1229 
Galveston, Texas 77550 

Dear Sir: 

Reference is made to your Public Notice No. IW-M-15, dated Feb­
ruary 10, 1975, pertaining to maintenance dredging of the Gulf 
lntracoastal Waterway, Channel to Palacios, Texas. 

Our comments on the public notice have been prepared under the 
authority of and in accordance with the provisions of the Fish 

RB 

and Wildlife Coordination Act (48 Stat. 401, as amended; 16 U.S.C. 
661 et seq.). They have been inforrnally coordinated with the 
National Marine Fisheries Service and the Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department. 

The U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service released a letter report on 
this maintenance dredging project on July 11, 1972. It is noted 
that the recommendations contained in that July 1972 report have 
been incorporated into the project plans as reflected in the public 
notice. However, we wish to reiterate our concern for the oyster 
reefs existing in the vicinity of Disposal Areas 12, 13, and 14 by 
requesting that, within three ronths prior to commencement of main­
tenance dredging, your staff biologist conduct an investigation to 
determine the locations and densities of all oyster reefs within 
the vicinity of the disposal areas. We also request that, with the 
data obtained, coordination be carried out 1t1ith the Federal and State 
fish and wildlife agencies to designate points of discharge in the 
disposal areas that would minimize damage to the oyster reefs. 

Appreciation is extended for the opportunity to comment on this 
pub l i c notice. 

CONSERVE 
AMER: CA'S 

E.NERC!V 

Sincerely yours, 

!ot~~rec,..to,,...r~~ 
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2 

cc: 
Executive Director, Texas Parks <lnd Wildlife Department, Austin, 

Texas 
Regional Director, National Marine Fisheries Service, St. Petersburg, 

Florida 
Area Supervisor, NMFS, Environmental Assessment Division, Galveston, 

Texas 
Field Supervisor, FWS, Division of River Basin Studies, Galveston, 

Texas 
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IVGCO•X 

Hr. V. o. Relaon, .Jr. 
legional Director 
U, 8, J'iah end Wildlife krvice 
I'. O. Boz 1306 
Albuquarque. 1 Hew Mezico 87103 

·Dear Mr. Sal10t11 

15 April 1975 

11:li1 la in. reply to Mr. Jsrry &tegman1a letter dated 10 Mal'Ch 1975 
coacarning Public Notice So. r.'ll .. M•lS on maintenance dred.cJ.na of the 
Gl.llf Intraco••tal Waterway ... Channel to P&lacioa, 'l'exaa. 

V. hlwe initiated plana to nak8i auney1 of Diepoaal Area• lio1. 12, 13, 
and 14 for the pres.enc• of oy1tar reef•, •• you bn-e reque1ted. Bai.ad 
on the finding• of our ataff biologi1t1, ve vill sake a.djuacment• to 
our dispoaal plan• on a c.aae by caee baai1, aa detenrlnad nec.aaaary and 
feaaible. Bovever, ve cannot concur in your rec01:EWttldatiou that diacha.rga 
point• be prede1ignated for e.acb contr.eet. While WWi will make an effort 
to avoid euviron?Det:t.tally eenaiti .. area• in cur diapo•al pl&n, prede1ig­
nation. of diechars• point• U not feuible from • oontra.ctusl atandpoint. 

thank you for your review an4 t:f'W'M'DU. 

Copy furniahed: 
Field lupervi.aor 

.tJIJVB, Corpus Chr1at1, 'l'iuu 71411 

lincue ly your•, 

Ii. J), l!cG!ll!I 
Chief. CO?l9truction• 
Opcratlona Ui•i•ion 
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March 28, 1975 

Colonel Dons. McCoy 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
NA-:-iCNAL Mf.::;J,\JE FISHERIES SERVICE 

Duval Building 
9450 Gandy Boulevard 
St. Petersburg, Florida 33702 

FSE21/DM 

District Engineer, Galveston District 
Department of the Army, Corps of Engineers 
P.O. Box 1229 
Galveston, TX 77500 

Dear Colonel McCoy: 

The National r-:arine Fisheries Service {NMFS) has reviewed Public 
Notice No. I~.,,1\l-M-15 ¥.aintenance Dredging Gulf Intracoastal 
Waterway - Channel to Palacios, Texas, dated February 10, 1975, 
wherein you presented proposed plans for the disposal of dredged 
material generated in the maintenance of this Federal project. 
Fourteen unconfined and two confined disposal areas are to be 
used. Our corrunents and recomrr.endations are submitted under the 
provisions of Section 209.14S(e) (4) of Title 33 CFR 209. 

By letter dated July 10, 1972, the Bt1reau of Sport Fisheries and 
Wildlife (BSFW) sub::r1itted corrunents on previous plans for main­
tenance of this \<.·aterway. i.;re are pleased to find that recon::nen­
dations contained in the BSFW letter, which was prepared in 
cooperation with the ~J!>-1FS and received our concurrence, are 
reflected in the proposed plans in this Public Notice. 

As was noted in tl'e BSFi•1 letter, "The project is located in an 
area of high-quality habitat used by fishes and crustaceans as 
feeding, breeding, and ~ursery grounds. A live oyster reef lies 
across Tres Palacios Bay in the general vicinity of Stations 
135+00 and. 17 5+00." (Dispcs.:.l Areas No. 12 and 13 in the Public 
Notice lie partly within that reach.) We have also learned from 
Texas Parks and ~iildlife Depart.'Tlent biologists that dense oyster 
beds 11ave also developed in the vicinity of Disposal Area No. 14. 
Because the locations of dense oyster beds are subject to some 
change in subsequent years, the NHFS recommends that within six 
months prior to commencerr_ent of maintenance dredging, the Corps 
of Engineers should have an investigation conducted to determine 
if dense beds of oysters have developed in and adjacent to uncon­
fined disposal areas. From these investigations, the Corps, in 
consultation with Federal and State fish and wildlife agencies, 
should rr,ake the necessary adjustments in disposal plans to protect 
the oyster beds. 
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Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this Federal project. 
Your incorporation of our previous reco~mendations in the pro­
posed plans is appreciated. Please continue to send detailed 
plans for each oaintenance dredging operation to the Area Super­
visor, NMFS, Environmental Assessment Division, 4700 Avenue u, 
Galveston, Texas 77550. 

Sincerely, 

I 
'1 ,. 

'< .._ I\~_ 

~ William H. Stevenson 
Regional Director 

339 



---·--

SWGCO·M 15 AprU 1975 

Mr. William .H. StP.vensou 
Regional Director 
Nation.al Marine Piaheriee Service 
Duval Ruilding 
9450 Gandy Boulevard 
St. Petereburg, llorida 33702 

Dear Mr. Stevena.en.: 

Thi1 le ln reply to your letter dated 28 Karch 1975 concerning Public 
Jiotice !fo. I\i'W-M-15 on mair.tenance dredging of th• Q.ilf lntracoaatal 
Waterwtty - Cl.a:cnt:l to Palacic11, 1'.exaa. 

We have initiated plar.s to !11.!lke aurveya of Diepoaal Areas Woe. 12, 13, 
and ll~ for the pre:ettc-e of c:1,·tcr rce_•a, aa you have requested. Daaed 
on the findings of our •ta.ff biologist&, ve will make adjuatme.nta to 
our disposal pl~• on a case by case ba3ia, aa deteI'I:lined neceaaary and 
feasible, to nvoid environmentally een~itive areas. liovever, w. cannot 
concur in your reccm:imendation. that di6charge points be predeai~ted fo~ 
each c~t!".e.ct. P:e.deaittiation of' dir.char;;a point• i• cot feaaible from 
a contractual sta.i'.ipoint. :.a roqul'.lated, we will continue to furnish your 
local office plan~ and apec1Iicationa for review during the advartiai.ng 
period for each contract. 

Copy f=nlehod I 
Area Euperviaor 
ltMP'S, Galveston, Texaa 77350 

lincarely youra 1 

II. D. McGFJCS 
Chief, ~Mtn:iction· 
Opo:rationa Di'l'iaion 
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· ~~"iHq_o,s,.. , 

:-~~"%_ SOUTHERN METHODIST UNIVERSITY 
>: '"C- -~- ~ 1-,f.;'.,-;·_ ',. -~ 
? ' ''·' 'l."' 
o "- ~'ll!4~ · c1· · ./"·~:~ Environmental Law m1c 

o,.,1,.,i.fd.1-'> Telephone: 214-692-2855 

Col. Don S. McCoy, C. E. 
Department of the Army 
Galveston, District, Corps of Engineers 
P. 0. Box 1229 
Galveston, Texas 77550 

SCHOOL OF L:\ 'V." 

DALLAS, TEx ..... s 75275 

1'.1arch 5, 1975 

RE: Public Notice No. IWW-M'.-15, 
Dated 10 February 1975. 

Dear Col. McCoy: 

The aforementioned Public Notice advises that an area extending from 
Matagorda Bay to the City of Palacios may be subject to dredging operations 
within the near future. This same notice states that the Draft Environmental 
Impact Statement for the entire main channel and tributaries of the G. I. \V. \'l. 

(Texas Section) covers l\Al\V-M-13. 

My first comment pertains to utilizing the .:via.ster Environrre ntal Plan 
without preparing a more specific plan for this particular area. While it is 
important to have a ni_aster plan a problem arises, in that it \Vill have to be 
broad and general \Vith regards to the environmental impacts occuring \Vithin 
this 16. l mile area. Therefore, I propose before any action is taken b·y the 
Corps of Engineers a specific en·v·ironmental impact staterre nt should be 
prepared to acquaint the public with the specific environmental consequences 
of dredging this area. 

Before an 11emergency situation" develops, I suggest that the ad'\Terse 
effects of any dredging should be evaluated. Specifically, evaluations should be 
made regarding: 

1. The impact of the project upon the natural physical environment 
and upon darn.age to the stream bottom; 

2. The loss of habitat to ambient floral, fauna, recreational, and 
concomitant ecological loss; 
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3. Tt1e vegetation loss which functions as a primary habitat for holding 
sedentary species v.-ithin the region, and finally; 

4. As the subject area contrasts V.'ith surrounding land types it may be 
viewed as a seperate ecosystem. Hence it too must be considered as 
it would be severly disrupted and permanently altered by the project. 
Therefore, a more through evaluation of this aspect should be made 
before proceeding. 

My next comment pertains to the opening se11tence of the paragraph 
entitJPri ~ ..... ~,; ,..,.,.,,.,,,p-nt;i l .~f-"l tPn,<"nt, \\Th-y i !'l it th<>.t whenevP.,.. environmental 
considerations are discussed the economic and social benefits preclude the 
discussion of environmental effects? The National Ji:evironmental Policy Act 
of 1969 (P. L. 91-190} speaks toward the environrnmG'not social and economic -- ,. ..,. < 
consequences. The economic and social consequenS_e~should not be included 
witl1in an Envirorunental Stateme11t paragraph. V•lhat occurs b)' doing this is the 
comparing of social and economic consequences to the environmental effects 
of the propo:;ed action. Again NEPA \Vas not intended to present a foruni for 
comparing these but rather for assessing the environmental impact. Therefore, 
I suggest that in the future, the Corps of Engineers refrain from commenting 
as to the economic and social consequences in the area entitled Er~viro!l.Ihental 
Statement. Due to 

Due to the large number of Disposal areas further information should 
be given in the Public Notice concerning the environni_ental impact. 

In conjunction \Vith the above, the :F'inal Environmental Impact Statement 
(GIW\V) should CO\"er the impact to the area and the longterm impacts to the 
environme:it. Tl1e secondn.ry environmental impacts to onshore activities 
sl1ould be co11sidered in order to evaluate the potential, perpetual environmental 
impacts caused by continued dredging. The secondar~,t problems \vhich should be 
studied col"!.sist of sucl1 things as future population, and associated items such 
as crime, public utilities, educatiJn, and streets, \\·hich increased population 
to the area v.:ill bring. Throughout the Draft En\ri:!'onmental Impact Statenc._ent 
(GI\V\V) tl1e econornic prosperity associated \Vith continued dredging is stressed 
but never are the secondary environmental impacts associated with this activity 
mentioned, much less evaluated. 

It is requested that these comments be made a part of the record and all 
future publications pertaini11g to the Draft Environmental Impact Statement and 
all public notices on this project. 

Please acknowledge receipt of this letter. 

Sincerely yours, 
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Mr. Kendall .l. Laughlin 
Student 
Southern Methodict Univeraity 
School of Lav 
Dall••• Texa1 7S275 

Dear Mr, Laughlin I 

19 March 1975 

Receipt i• aeknovled~ed of your letter dated S Karch 1975 pertaining to 
Public Notice No. IW'"J-M-15 concerning mainte.n.ance dredging of th• Gulf 
lntracoa1tal Waterway - Channel to Palacio•, Tex.aa. 

la. refere.nce to your comaent concerning a Maater Environmental Plan, ve 
believe you may be confusing the Draft Environmental Statement with eome 
type of l!l4&ter plan ~hich doea not exist. •e have prepared and circulated 
a Draft Enviro'CI!lental Stateme.nt for the Qilf Intracoaatal Vaterway and 
tributarie1 and are now in the procea1 of c<r.::?letini; the final atatement. 
'l'be final statement ia being 8Upplcmented by detailed aaeeasment• of the 
Tttiou• main channel re.t.che1 and each tributary channel, including the 
channel to Palacioa. The enviroamantal aspect.a of each reach and tribu­
tary are beir.g evaluated on 4 case by ca5e basis after extenaive coordi· 
nation vith 'the ~ublic and agencies concerned with environ:tlental issue•. 
Our ciajor coordinAtion efforts ara directed to the ~nviron:::tantal Protection 
Agency, the Te:ita• ~uter Q'~allty £oard, the c. S. 7iah and Wildlife Service, 
the Nation.al l:'...1.rin2 Fioberies Service, 2nd the Texa• Parka and Wildlife 
Departcent. All fnaaible actions for nitigation of cdverae effect•, •• 
recow:nendad by these agencies, are ic:plemanted in order to protect and 
pTe•erve the natural environment to the graate•t practicable eztent. 
'!heae coordinated t:tl.tigatlon effort• are addreaaod. in the •uppllllDl;ut.a to 
the :rinal Ell'Yiron=ent&l Statement. 

We are also concernli!'d that you may be m:ieunderatanding our purpo" in 
1aauing the public notices. Thia 1• indicated in your coumsnta concerning 
information you believe tha notice should contain. Tba Nat.tonal Environ­
mental Policy Act of 1969 &.ddreeeea ~tronmental at.atementa, not puhlic 
notices. Our purpe>••• in developing the notices, vbicb are oot required 
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SWGCO·l: 19 March 1975 
Mr. l[endall .I.. Laughlin 

by N:PA, inr":\.:.der4: prt:viai'>n of a ve'11Cl'l to makfl: the public more aware of 
propo•ed ac~~ona, to pr-:rvidc ft re~soo.ably aceurat• deecriptlon of the are.a• 
to be affected, and to ;'.'.:>licit re.:;:ionaible cocmanta c.oncerning pot1aible 
adveraa eff.e-ct• and how they mi::;.\.it be olimi!14ted or mitigated.. th• public 
notice 11 1 tberefore, u.11ed. to gather lnfcrmatiou for uae in emrironneotal 
planning and in preparation of eavir~ntal .etatementa. It ia eonuidered 
neceaaary to include infonr..att..on cOJCl)rnir"~ th• economic and social valUA• 
of a project in the public notice z;j> th&.t an intellizent evaluation of the 
w;,..Q. .;u:i. f.i<:>~l..o:u&W..• .;;~ ;... --.u .. i;y th~ ~rtk)O* :a:"...-i...;;.;,;.ng the notice. .Li 
you p.ay ~tlW1 Ci-Q r.uidelir.aa for preparation o! c-uvironmcntal etAteDtlltl 
require tl-:!\.t £?ec1ti.ca of ec.ot'i.-:-:tlc ud $OCial ber.e.Ut:J ot ~rojeeta be ••t 
forth. Othenriee, • veizh.ing and balancing of aociel, environmental• and 
economic effects 1• not poaaible. 

With regard to the four •pecific evalu•tiona eugge•ted lo your lett•r, review 
of the info-~tio?J in the draft atate-ment and the publt.c notice revr;a.la the 
followingt 

1. There 11 no atre.a:a bottoa to be affected, and cha U. I. J'ieb and 
V11!11fo r'<.•1''f"f.~e t~ a r-~.rrt prepared in CO?pilra.ticn vith the w .. tto:ial 
fiLheriea ,:-;:r,-1.ce i.::" • .1. tJJ.• 7e·-.caa p_,,,t'k' and Wildlife Department, has au.tad 
'!:bLt " .... -'-'."::"° !""." t'"''" ... -..""!!'~.--~!.'. ~.=-!' l-<:-c-":1 ~'!.:-:.!.~.~l.~•~"· ~~ ~::"':"O 1-;-lo• 
mc-nted all the r~CO'r"':;'l'lll!T .. ,:!atio~• '!':t."::1e "..:,1 th~~~ e~e-nciea to •••ura that 
"u.in.1t:.i..1.l ~r...-i;au uill .::cn<:10:J.a to be !:h~ 11iti.1ation on the Channel to 
Palact.01 -(l>zge A .. 100 • Draft Bnviron.msu.tal State'l!lSUt). 

2. J.oEJ of 'hz.biU:t will be addraaaed in th:a Fin.al R.."'lviromzental --
: .Statement. i"ha Vildlife. ha~ttat t~ be tet::""?Orarily loat froa p:-oduetivity 

!.1 li=i.ted. U the t-.'O cr.i.all di1'/0t-•l ereri: ue.-"tr dClv•l•.,-::ad areu on a:1ore. 
Th••• area• are r.ot ~i:rn-·:_f:l.e&n :ly v.ila.ab!.e aa wil~li.f'3 ha.bit.st baeausa of 
their clo.1e proximity to b\imau habitation imd d.avsloptt.flnt•. 

'· The temporary W:~etat.l.on. :oe• ~:i.11 nt)t M af.gnificcit for the 
rcsaone •t~ 1J1 2 &'."OY!!\. 

4. The project a::ra:a eontrGste with t..rrrccndin~ a.ro.aa only in t.ha fa.ct 
tl::at d'3Velc~nc .a-1d previous de..,osition uf c!r00£,ed. St.Cite-rial t1a!I occu:rred, 
reducing th:t value to ~'ild.11.!e o! the l{lnd area• to be c.ffuctod by future 
maintenance. l~or thi• reaa.on, tha <li!lfX>•al area• are con.eiderlfHi to be the 
beat availLble are&• from ~::. c:nrlronm!!nta.1 viewpoint. 
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BllGCO-M 19 March 1973 
Mr. E.endall 4. Laughlin 

Your commentl concerning the environmental atatemeo.t will be addressed ln 
that document and copies of the letter will be included in the project 
file and in the fin.al atatercent. However• aince We purpoae of issuing 
future public notices would be to develop information rather than to 
publicize inapplicable atetementa, your coameota would not be included. 

Sincerely youra, 

Ii:. D. llcGEH!:E 
Chief, Construction• 
Ope.rations Diviaion 
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UNJTED S"".""AIES ::::N"IJR0Ni\.1C:~TAL PROTECT~ON AGE"<CY 

RE'3::;i"- \I! 

1 600 CA-TERSC"" 

::iAi_.._o1,,s -;::x..,s 7S2·::ii 

June 13, 2-975 

CERTIFIED MAIL: RETUR~ RECEIPT REQUESTED 

Colonel Don S, McCoy 
n;~rri~r ~n~i~aar 

Galveston Dist~~ct 
Corps of ~ngineers 
P. 0. Box 1229 
Galveston, Texas 

Dear Colonel McCoy: 

77550 

We have completed our review of your pl2n for maintenance 
dredging of che GIWW - channel to Palacios, Texas, as covered 
in Public Notice ~o. IWW-M-15, dated February 10, 1975. We 
have also reviewed your Stateeent of Fin2ings, dated May 19, 
1975, in accordance with 33 c=R 209.145. 

Your maintenance dredging and dredged material disposal 
plan is a?proved for one year provided the following reco~­
mendations can be adopted: 

1. Disposal Area5 12, 13, 
Definition of these areas shall 
and density of all oyster reefs 
disposal are~s is identified. 

and 14 shall not be used. 
be delayed until the location 
within one-half mile of the 

2. Your StateT.ent of ri~dings shall be a~ended to 
include your plans for fulfilli~z co~ditions as described 
in proposed Guidelines 40 CFR 230-5(b)(4). 

Since, as stated in your public notice, an Environmental 
Impact Stat~~.ent has not been prepared for this project, we 
hav2 def~rred consideration of long term approval of your 
dredging plan until the final Enviro~mental Inpact Stateo~nt 
has been filed with the Council of Environmental Quality. 

Sincerely yours, 

Actin2S g~~~~ 
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SUPPLE~Z~T NO. 11 

TRIBUTARY CHANNEL TO VICTORIA 

1. PROPOSED ACTION. The proposed Federal action is con­
tinued periodic maintenance dredging of the Tributary 
Channel to Victoria. The project provides for a channel 
9 feet deep by 100 feet wide and 34.8 miles long extend-
ing from its junction with the GI~.,,._., (main channel) north­
westerly through San Antonio B;;1;v, then a landlocked 
section lying east of the Guadalupe River and terminating 
at a turning basin near the City of \Tictoria. The turning 
basin is 9 feet deep with an average width of 500 feet 
and an average length of 800 feet. The Channel to Sea-
drift is also maintained tmder this project. This 9-foot 
deep by 100-foot wide side crannel is 2 miles long and 
has a turning basin at Seadrift 9 feet deep by 200 feet 
wide and 230 feet long. All depths are referenced to 
Corps of Engineers mean low tide datum. Contract pipe-
line dredges are utilized to maintain the channel. The 
dredging frequency for selected reaches of the Channel to 
Victoria varies, with the reach from mile 0 to mile 14.0 
having a 24-month frequency and the reach from mile 14.0 
to mile 34.8 having a 48-month frequency. The frequency 
of dredging for selected reaches of tl1e Channel to Sea-
drift is 24 months. The average nwnber of cubic yards 
excavated per contract lXl this project is a?proximately 
600,000. Portions of the project i·;ere last r:!.aintained 
during the period August - October 1973. Dredging is 
currentl)· scheduled after ~larch 1976. The disposal areas 
for this channel are numbe1.·ed 1 through 24 and are sha;;n 
on the figure i11 the attached pub"!_ic notice. The proposed 
action ~·.7ill co;npl)· ~vith Federal dredging regulations (33 CFR 
209.145) and Discharge of Dredged or Fill Material (40 CFR 230). 

2. NEED FCR ACTIO:-:. Peribdic rr.aintencince is required to 
prevent shoalinG from halting or restricting navigation 
on the c'haI1nel. benefits of continued rnairi_tenance C.redg­
ing of the chc.nnel are derivetl almost entirely frorn 
commercial navigation, including inlcind ~vater"tvay barge 
tows and service vessels. 111 1974 over 3 .1 million 
tons of cargo v;er.e carried over tl1e ~\'ater1.;ay. The princi­
pal cOMmodities were basic cl1emicals, basic chemical 
products, and marine shells. The econorr.y of the ~roject 
area is heavily dependent upon continued use of low cost 
waterborne transportation. 
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3. EtNIRO?:"L·!E~:TAL SETTI~iG. 

3.01 From its origin at the GU.."W to about Mission Bay, 
the Cha:i11el to Victoria and its tributary Channel to 
Seadrift lie v.;itl1in or aCjacent to est•...Iarine habitat. 
This reach of the Ch~nnel tc Victvrta lies along the eastern 
side of San Antonio Jay, Gu.Jdalupe3a:J, and r·1ission Lake. 
The Channel to Seadrift also is located in eastern San 
Antonio Bay. Above ?·fission Bay the Channel to Victoria 
crosses an area of loi;v-l;,>ing uplands intermixed with some 
small bayous and ootholes, skirts the eastern and northern 
edge 0£ Green Lake, and then parallels t"h.e Guadalupe 
River ~bout 0.5 to 1 r.-iile to the east. 

3.02 The bay areas adjacent to the channels are shallow 
(less than four feet deep) ar_d pro..ridf~ productive estuarine 
habitat. These shallow areas serve as feeding, nursery, 
or breeding habitat for several f.pecies of fishes and 
crustaceans including red drum, black drum, sand seatrout, 
spotted seatrout, southern flounder, Atlantic croaker, 
sheepshead, striped mullet, spa-::, pinfish, bay anchovy, 
menhaden, and gaffto?sail catfish. 

3.03. The shallc:·1 bays ~·1ithi..n the oroject ar£a are basically 
of two types - areas vegetated with submerged vegetation, 
primarily widgeongrass and shoalgrass, and nc~vegetated 
areas. 

3.04 Vegetated areas are not i;..1 ide~.pread in the project 
area. Distribution is restr:'.cted either b:y excessive 
turbidity or by unfavorable substrata. However, there are 
two areas ~ithin the ?reject area of influence where impor­
tant beds of subrr.erged aquatics occur. One crea lies in 
the shallo,..,rs adjacent to ti::.e shc:reline betwee11 St-:an 
Point and disposal area ~lo. 4. Tl-.e other area lies in 
the shallmvs adjacent to the sl1oreline between the City 
of Seadrift and disposal area No. 13. These vegetated 
sites are major nursery areas, particularly for juvenile 
fishes and crabs. Also, the adults of several species 
of fisl1e.s valued by sport and co1n..."l,ercial fishermen 
concentrate tl1eir feeding activities in these vegetated 
areas. 

3.05 The shallow nonvegetated areas also are valuable 
feeding and nu.rserv ha bi tat, particularlj-· ur.per San Antonio 
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Bay, Guadalupe Bay, and Mission Lake. These areas are 
strongly influenced by the flows of the Guadalupe River 
which branches about 1.5 miles from Guadalupe Bay to 
form two distributaries knrn..'11 as the North Guadalupe 
River and the South Guadalupe River which in turn empty 
into northern Guadalupe Bay. The aforementioned bay 
areas are characterized by low salinities and muddy, 
detritus - rich bottoms. Consequently, they are valuable 
nursery habitat for several species of fishes, brown 
shrimp, and white shrimp. Upper San Antonio Bay, Guada­
lupe Bay, and Mission Lake comprise about one-half of 
the shallow bay nursery area regularly used by brown shrimp 
and white shrimp in the San Antonio Bay estuarine system. 

3.06 Several oyster reefs lie within the project area. 
The largest reef, Mosquito Point Reef, is located west of 
the Channel to Victoria approximately between Stations 
150+00 and 200+00, The reef begins about 2,400 feet 
from the channel centerline and extends more or less per­
pendicular to the channel. Other small reefs are scattered 
west of the Channel to Victoria between Stations 290+00 
and 350+00. These reefs are major contributors to the San 
Antonio Bay oyster harvest which, between 1960 and 1969, 
averaged nearly 270,000 potmds of shucked meat annually. 

3.07 Wildlife habitat within the project area comprises 
the bays and associated InC1rshes and the upland areas. 
Wintering waterfowl, shorebirds, and wading birds, are 
among the most abundant wildlife within the project area. 
These birds are concentrated in the estuarine areas 
where the shallow bays and ~arshes provide feeding, rest­
ing, and, for some species, nesting habitat. 

3.08 Wintering ~aterfowl are particularly abi.mdant 
within Guadalupe Bay, Mission Lake, and the surrounding 
marshes. Waterfowl also concentrate in the shallow 
vegetated areas of the bay, as the submerged vegetation 
is a major food source. The waterfowl carrying capacity 
of San Antonio Bay is closely related to the quantity 
of submerged vegetation. The principal species of water­
fowl within the project area are the pintail, green­
winged teal, blue-winged teal, baldpate, redhead, lesser 
scaup, canvasback, and snow, blue, and Canada goose. 
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3.09 T~e principal species of shorebirds and wading 
bi_rds w~thi'-1 ':he .srea are the co::irrion egret, cattle egret, 
snowy egret, great blue heron, Louisiana heron, roseate 
spoonbill, ~eddish egret, and white pelican. There is 
a largt rooki;;:ry on Kenyon Island (located beti;veen the 
North Gu'3:da i'.J?e River and the South Guadalupe River) 
and a smalle'!' rookery on a small island in l-Iission Lake. 

3.10 The ~2rshes adjoining Mission Lake support a ?Opu­
lation of American alligators. 

3.11 T11~ upi.a11U portions of the project area 
habitat for several other forms of 1·7ildlife. 

provide 
These include 

the white-tailed deer, fox squirrel, coyote, raccoon, 
opossum, gray fox, boC;:.;hite quail, mourning dove, and 
several species of hawks, owls, and songbirds. 

3.12 FloriCa manatee, right whale, sperm whale, blue 
whale, finbJck whale, souther~ bald eagle, brown pelican, 
Eskimo curlew, Arctic peregrine falcon, A~erican peregrine 
falcon, whooping crane, American alli_gator, Atlantic 
ridley, h:i.wksbill turtle, and leatl1erback turtle are 
endangered species known to range in the project area. 
One of the fi1.•e southern bald eagle nests in Texas is 
located ap?roxi:nately 3Q•) yards north of the channel. 
Dredging activities i;vill be prohibited within one-half 
mile either side of the nest during tl1e months of October 
through }:arch. 

4. ArVERSE Th'VIROc'EEcITAL EFFECTS. 

4.01 }faintenance dredging of the Channel to Victoria 
will have an adverse effect on the natural environment. 
The significar.ce of these effects \Vill vary according 
to location of disposal areas, disposal practices, type 
of bottom m.J.terial being dredged, and quantity of 
similar surrounding habitat. 

4.02 
lated 

Dred_gin7i. The removal of shoal materials accumu­
in the channel and basin i;vill disturb or i-emove 

swimming and benthic organisms. 
pollutants that may be found in 
of the sediments, and frequency 
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it is expected that populations of bottom dwelling organ­
isms are low in the channel bottoms. Other detrimental 
effects of dredging include turbidity caused by the action 
of the cutterhead asse:nbly, resuspension of pollutants in 
that turbid area, and destruction of any fish or crustaceans 
caught by the cutter or pulled into the pipeline by the 
pump. These effects are limited to an area immediately 
surroun~icig the dredge cutterhead. 

4.03 Normall~maintenance dredging does not destroy any 
submerged vegetation or oysters, as channel depths pre­
clude development of vegetation because of reduced sun­
light penetration,and the soft materials constantly 
accumulating on the channel bottom prevent oysters from 
developing. Dredging usually has little effect on motile 
marine species as they are able to avoid the dredge. 

4.04 Disposal. The most significant adverse environ­
mental effects are associated tV'ith disposal methods, rather 
than dredging. Disposal practices along the channel 
include both open tV"ater and land disposal. 

4.05 Coen ~;ater Disposal. Open water disposal of dredged 
materials is often considered to be more environmentally 
detrimen~al than land disposal because of the effects 
of highly visible localized turbidity, burial of bottom 
dwelling organisms, compartnentalizaticn of bay areas, 
resuspension of pollutants, and burial of sub~ergeC 
aquatic vegetation. Open v..·ater disposal is not entirely 
detriT'1ental. A number of beneficial aspects are knot·m, 
including formation of bird nesting areas t.;here islands 
develop, creation of suitable substrate for oysters, 
resuspension of nutrients, and provision of public recrea­
tional areas. 

4.06 Turbidi..ties. Turbidities associated 1'vith open 
water disposal have some damaging effects on productivity 
of the bay ecosystem. High turbidities reduce photo­
syntl1etic activity and could cause suffocation of small 
fish and otl1cr ~rine animals by coating gill tissues 
with sediment particles. Reduction of photosynthetic 
activity results in a corresponding reduction at the base 
of the aquatic food chain. This loss 1;.1ill be projected up 
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the food ct.a::.-., 
for ma:-1 1

5 us.=. 
compensated for 
res us pens ion of 
organic r.i.att(.r. 

re~ultir3 i~ fewer organisms available 
T:<.a-::'. las~ wl:;.ich does occur I!laY be in part 
by increases in ?roductivity following 
nurrient~ and ueration of sedi~ents and 

4.07 Botto~ ~nimal populations are reduced when their 
habitats are covered ;;;-1ith a heavy silt la:yer. Some of the 
more mobile organisms are able to v;ork upi;.;ard thro::gh 
the silt i;,~hile the sessile org2nisr:lS perish. 

4.03 Oyster reefs can be severely? affected by siltation, 
depending on their height above th~ surrounding level 
bottom. Low profile reefs in the ?ath of a silt flow 
can be covered, resulting in loss of any existing oysters. 
In so::ie cases, the :oilt ..::.s not rer.1oved by t~·ave action and 
the reef becomes per~Bnently buried. Higher reefs,gen~~ally, 
will not be cove:t·ed by silt. A; recor:-:nended by C'SF&WS 
and N!,PS, surveys of disposa 1 areas to deter:nine the 
presence and extent of oyster reefs, submerged seagrasses 
and tidal_ marsh \Jlll be ~Jade ;:irior to Credging. From 
these survevs, adjust1:'.ents l.:1 oisposa 1 plans will be made 
on a ('AFe 

feasible 
and tidal 

hy C'1'1$i::> hp~f!'l -'l~ r1et"Pl'"TT!i.ned necessary and 
to protect such oyste~ reefs, submerged seagrasses, 
marsh. 

4.09 S\.;imr:.ing anirr.als are the least severely affected by 
siltation from dredging. Because of their CTOtility, they 
are able to leave ~n affected area. 

4.10 Dis?osal of dredged m3teri3ls in open water will 
cover any vegetation that exists in the disposal area. 
All areas th:1t ,,,...ill be used for C.e"Z'ositon of sedir:ients 
have pre\~icus ly "2ee:1 used for tl1is purpose, and, therefore, 
that vegetation ~,-l1ich ~vill be covered has developed on 
sediments deposited dur"_"il.g previous dredging. It can 
be assumed that t:Jast development ':ill be repeated and 
that t11e areas of £resl1ly deposited sedir'.1.ent will be 
covered ,.:ith new grcn,7th of vegetation. 

4.11 Another impor~a~t possibility for dredging related 
adverse envi::onmental effects is tl1at of compartmentaliza­
tion of bay areas. This can result from long continuous 
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disposal areas blocking or changing the normal current 
patterns in bay areas. Past dredging in the channel is 
not known to have caused any significant adverse effects 
on circulation patterns. 

4.12 Open water disposal of polluted sediments is of 
much greater concern and presents more problems than land 
disposal. The main concern results from the possibility 
that pollutants resuspended by dredging may enter the 
marine food chain, causing high concentrations of toxic 
materials in snort and commercial species. Other 
possible effects include fish kills, lowered phytoplankton 
productivity, a~d exclusion of desirable species of 
benthic organisms from the disposal areas. Tii.ere is 
also the possibility of adverse effects on marine life 
such as impairment of reproductive capacity and increased 
susceptibility to disease, parasites, and predation. 

4.13 Fish kills along this reach as a result of resus­
pended pollutants are considered unlikely. Past dredging 
is not known to have caused any fish kills; and,since 
sediments dredged in the past were in all probability 
at least as polluted as those that will be dredged in 
the future, fish kills are not anticipated. 

4.14 Land Disryosal. Adverse environmental effects of 
disposal of dredged material on land include destruction 
of vegetation; loss of foraging, feeding, nesting, and 
resting areas for birds, rnammals, and reptiles; tenoorarv 
reduction of air quality in the im."Ilediate vicinitv~ anC. · 
long-term partial suppression of the productivity of the 
disposa 1 area. 

4.15 l·ihen a _land area is used for disoosal of dredged 
materials, most of the ve.'?;etation is covered or destroyed, 
particularly where containrr:ent levees are used. This 
loss of \·egetation forces birds, mam:nals, and reptiles 
to leave the area until the vegetation recovers. Recovery 
of the vegetation usually begins 'i.Jithin 6 months to a 
year. Considering the very small relative size of the 
total area used for disposal when compared to the thousands 
of square miles of similar habitat in the surrounding 
coastal area, it is doubted that such effects are signi­
ficant. 
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4.16 In some instances, the disposal of dredged materials 
on land results in the degradation of air quality as a 
result of the release of odors. These odors are caused 
by ~he ~ecay of or,ganic materials that had collected on 
the channel bottom and decay of vegetation in the disposal 
area. If :1ecessary, these odors can be controlled by 
chemically treating with a proprietary product containing 
essential oils and deodorized kerosene. 

4.17 The prifllary significant long-term adverse environ­
m~ntA1 effect that results from land disoosal of mainte­
nance dredged t:'.aterials is the suppression of productiv­
ity in the disposal areas. Because of repeated disposal 
of materials, the vegetation is not in a constant state 
of maximum productivity. }iaximum productivity occurs 
only between the time of full recovery and the next 
deposition of sediments. \~here a disposal area is used 
for the fi"'.'st time, the vegetation will nornally change 
to a lower quality type. This may permanently lower the 
productivity of an a·rea. Changes in vegetation type, 
as a result of disposal operations in this channel, will 
be rninir::al, since the areas to be used for disposal have 
be2n '..!Sed ?re 1.?ie"·..:~ l:? > ~nrl th~ rh~neec: have R lreRdy occurred. 

4.18 Disposal of dredged materials in marshes is signifi­
cantly detrimental to the ecology of the surrounding bay 
systems. Such disposal has the effect of converting 
the highly productive 11".arsh area to a high ground area 
with a corresponding change in types of vegetation. 
Marshes ~re highly productive, often contributing as much 
as ten tons of organic matter per acre to the bay syste~s 
everv year. Because of the high value placed on marsh 
lan(is as ':)ri:nary food source areas, dreCging pr3ctices in 
the channel have been changed to avoid disposal in marsh 
areas wherever practicable. 

5. ALTERNATI~.TES. All apparent alternative methods have 
been investigated in sufficient detail to determine their 
viability. C~siCeration of alternatives includes effects 
on the economic and social well-being of the area, state, 
and nation, as ~ell as the effects on the natural environ­
ment cf the project area. The 11no action" alternative 
has been considered, as well as alternate methods of 
disposal. Investigation has indicated that, of all the 
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alternatives examined, the only environmentally and 
economically feasible plan at this time is continued 
maintenance dredging and disposal in the manner and 
locations as described in the public notice with the 
recommended changes described in Section 6 of this surmnary. 

6. RESPO~SES TO THE PUBLIC NOTICE. A public notice 
describing the prvposed action and soliciting cormnents 
was issued 1 November 1974 as required by Federal dredging 
regulations (33 CFR 209.145). Five (5) responses to the 
public notice have been received. Two (2) responses were 
from pipeline companies addressing the locations of pipe­
lines crossing the channel. These and all.other pipelines 
which cross the channel are installed and maintained in 
accordance with permits issued by the Corps of Engineers. 
Responses from the U.S. Fish an~ Wildlife Service and the 
National ?-farine Fisheries Service requested that the nine 
(9) reccr.:rnendations in the USF&WS report dated 8 May 1974 
be implemented. Five (5) of the recomr.lendations are 
being adopted. Four (4) of the recommendations concerned 
the construction of toe levees at distances less than 
1,000 feet from the channel centerline. These recommenda­
tions are considered to be too restrictive because after 
depositing material on the far side of the crest of the 
disposal area, the remaining area will be too small to 
be practicable or economically justifiable for use. Present 
plans call for construction of toe levees, as described 
in recorrnnendation No. 3, along the ends and backsides 
at 1,350 feet from the centerline of the channel when the 
areas become emergent and stabilized above :t-tean High Water. 
The National ~~rine Fisheries Service also recommended 
that surveys of disposal areas be conducted to determine 
the presence of oyster beds, suboerged seagrasses, and 
tidal marsh, and that plans and specifications be prepared 
designating specific discharge locations to avoid affecting 
such resources. Surveys of selected disposal sites will 
be accomplished within six months prior to beginning any 
dredging. While predesignation of discharge points is 
not considered practicable from a contractural standpoint, 
the intent of that recommendation will be met by adjusting 
disposal areas on a case by case basis to permit maximum 
feasible mitigation of adverse effects on oysters and 
subr,ierged and marsh vegetation. The National Audubon Society 
concurred with the recommendations of the USF&wS and ~~fFS. 
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7. ENVIROKMENTAL PROTECTION AG~~!CY AP<'RO'!AL. In a 
letter dated 7 October 1975, EPA approved the dredging 
and dredged material disposal nlans under 33 CFR 209.145 
far one :year. Long-terra ap?rova 1 was deferred until the 
final Environmental Statement haJ bee~ filed with the 
Council or. Environmental Quality. 
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SWGCO-M 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
GALYIE9TON OteTJllCT, COJI~• 01" ENGINEIEJt9 

~- o. eox 122• 
GALYll.9TON, Tll:XA.9 77550 

PUBLIC NOTICE NO. IWW-M- 7 

MAINTEr{ANCE DREDGING 

- ----·-------

1 November 1974 

cm..F INTRACOASTAL WATERWAY - TRIB:JTARY Cl-1.AN?.'EL TO VICTORIA 

This 9ublic notice is issued in accordance with provisions of established 
Federal regulations. Title 33 CFR 209.145, concerning the policy, practice 
and procedures to be followed by the Corps of Engineers in connection with 
the disposal of dredged material in navigable waters or the transportation 
of dredged material for the purpose of depositing it in ocean waters 
associated with Federal projects. 

This notice is being distributed to all interested State and Federal agencies 
and known interested persons in order to assist in developing facts and rec­

'ommendations concerning the proposed continuation of maintenance dredging 
activities. Comments must be submitted to the District Engineer at the 
above address on or before 2 December 1974. 

Laws under which the proposed dredging is to be revie~ed: 

Federal Water Pollution Control Act 
Coastal Zone !olanagernent Act of 1972 
National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 
Fish and Wildlife Act of 1956 
Migratory Marine Game-Fish Act 
Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act 
Endangered Species Act of 1973 
National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 

PROJECT: Gulf Intracoastal Waten.'ay • Tributary Channel to Victoria 

PROJECT LOCATION: Near the Cities of Seadrift and Victoria in Calhoun and 
Victoria Counties, Texas. 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: This Federally maintained project provides for a 
channel 9 feet deep by 100 feet wide, and 34.8 miles long extending fron 
its junction with the GIWW (oain channel) northwesterly through San 
Antonio Bay, then a landlocked section lying east of the Guadalupe River 
and terminating at a turning basin near the City of Victoria. The turning 
basin is 9 feet deep with an average width of 500 feet and an average length 
of 800 feet. The Channel to Seadrift is also maintained under this project. 
This 9-foot deep by lOO·foot wide side channel is 2 miles long and has a 
turning basin at Seadrift 9 feet deep by 200 feet wide and 230 feet long, 
All depths are referenced to Corps of Engineers mean low tide datum. 
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SWGCO-M PUBLIC NOTICE NO. IWW-M-7 1 November 19 74 

DISPOSAL AREA: There are 24 disposal areas for the proiect (see attached 
drawing). The West Side Calhoun County Navigation District and the Victoria 
County Navigation Commission are the sponsoring agencies and are required to 
furnish the necessary rights-of-way and disposal areas for maintenance of the 
project. 

Disposal Areas Nos. 1 - 3 and 5 - 14 are open water areas located adjacent 
to the waterways in San Antonio Bay. Material will be placed over the crest 
of previous deposits,w7'.ere they exist,to raise and enlarge the areas. 

Disposal Area No. 4 is located east of the channel in the vicinity of Mosquito 
Point. The area will be leveed when utilized. 

Disposal Area No, 15 is a partially leveed area located west of the channel 
in Guadalupe Bay, Material will be placed over the crest of existing deposits 
to raise and enlarge the area, 

'Disposal Area No. 16 is a partially leveed area located west of the channel 
in Mission Bay and on land north of }lission Bay. }!aterial will be placed 
over the crest of existing deposits to raise and enlarge the area. 

Disnosal Areas Nos. 17 • 24 are located adjacent to the channel and are all 
confined areas. 

Methods of disposal in the 15 disposal areas located in either San Antonio, 
Guadalupe, or Mission Bays will be similar. Dredged materials will be deposited 
uniformly along these areas and toe levees will be constructed at some future 
date when the e~ergent areas bec:'.)rrte large enough to contain dredge material 
within a perimeter levee system and the levees will not erode away. 

COMPGSITIO~ A~U QUANTITY OF ?-C:\TEF:.IALS: ?-!aterials excavated from the Channel 
to Victoria ccnsist of fine grained sands, silts, and clays. Shoaling in tl-.e 
channel is generally a result of tidal actions in the bay reach and bank 
erosion along the landlocked portion. Ihe annual shoaling rate for the entire 
project is approximately 600,000 cubic yards. 

1-rETHOD OF DR::'.DGI~;G: Contract pipeline dredges are utilized to maintain tr.e 
channel. The dredging frequency for selected reaches of the Channel to 
Victoria varies, with the reach from :Hile 0 to Z..:ile 14.0 having a 24-mont:i 
frequency, a:id the reach fr:Jm t-:ile 14.0 to t·:ile 34,8 having a 48 .. month 
frequency. The frequency of dredging for selected reaches of the Channel to 
Seadrift is 24 months. The average number of cubic yards excavated per 
contract on this project is approximately 600,000. Portions of the project 
were last maintained during the period August • October 1973. Dredging is 
currently scheduled for March 1975. 

PROPERTIES ADJACENT TO DISPOSAL AREAS: Disposal Areas Nos. l • 3 and 5. 14 
are located in San Antonio Bay at Latitudes, Longitudes 28°19'15", 96°40'30"'; 
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SWGCO-M PUBLIC NOTICE NO, IWll-M- 7 1 November 1974 

29°19 1 00' 1
1 96"4l'oa•; 2s0 2o'05", 96"41'50"; 2a 0 21'50'', 96"42'4cr'; 2a 0 21'55", 

96"43'15"; 2s 0 22 1 30'', 96"43'05": 2a 0 22 1 40'', 96°43 1 40"; 2s 0 23'10· 1
, 96°43'3CY'; 

28"23'35'', 96°42 1 45"; 2a 0 23'15", 96°44' 05"; 2s 0 23 1 40", 96"43 1 45"; 2s 0 23'50". 
96°44'25''; and 28°24 1 20", 96°44'15". The adjacent waters are used for sport 
and commercial fishing. 

Disposal Area No. 4 is located oa land, east of the channel and north of 
~osquito Point. The area is bound by a road to the south and east, and 
Waters of San Antonio Bay to the north and west. 

Disposal Area No. 15 is located west 
is bound by· the channel to the east, 
directions. 

of the Channel to Victoria. 
and waters of Guadalupe Bay 

The area 
in the other 

Disposal Area No, 16 is located west of the channel in the vicinity of Long 
Mott, Texas. The area is bound by the channel to the east and north, Mission 

·,Bay to the south, and undeveloped lowlands and waters of Mission Bay to the 
west. 

Disposal Area No. 17 is located west of the channel in the vicinity of State 
Highway 35. It is bound by the channel to the east, with Goff Bayou to the 
south and west, and undeveloped, sparsely wooded land to the north. 

Disposal Area No. 18 is located west of the channel between State Highway 
35 and Green Lake. It is bound by the channel to the east, State Highway 
35 to the south, undeveloped land to the .west, and Green Lake to the north. 

Disposal Areas Nos. 19 - 21 are located adjacent to the channel in the 
vicinity of Green Lake. In each case, the areas are bound by the channel 
on the front sides, Green Lake on the backsides, and the banks of Green Lake 
adjacent to the end areas. 

Disposal Area No, 22 is located south and west of the channel, extending 
from Green Lake to the vicinity of the 1'1issouri Pacific Railroad. The area 
is bound by the channel to the north and east, Green Lake to the south, and 
with the exception of some oil wells, undeveloped land to the west. 

Disposal Area No, 23 is located west of the channel and north of the Missouri 
Pacific Railroad. It is bound by the channel to the east and north, and un­
developed lands to the west and south. 

Disposal Area No. 24 is located adjacent to the channel near its upstream 
limit. The area is bound by the channel to the east> wooded areas to the north 
and west, and the Guadalupe River to the south. 
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SWGCO-M PUBLIC NOTICE NO. IWW-1-1- 7 1 November 1974 

DREDGING BY OTHERS: Two companies, The Fordyce Company and Texas Concrete 
Company, are principal organizations performing non-Federal dredging in the 
vicinity of the Channel'to Victoria. Additional dredging operations are 
performed near the channel in maintaining private slips. The estimated 
quantity of materials dredged annually by the principal organizations and 
individuals is about 100,000 cubic yards. Non-Federal dredging activities 
are regulated by the Department of the Army Permit program. 

COORDINATIOr-l: The following is a list of Federal, State and local agencies 
with whom these a~tivities are being coordinated. 

Advisory Council on Historic Preservation 
Regional VI Environr..ental Protect ion Agency 
U. S. Department of Commerce 
U. s. Department of the Interior 
Eighth Coast Guard District 
Division of Planning Coordination, State of Texas 
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 
Texas Historical Com::iission 
Commissioners 1 Court of Calhoun County 
Commissioners' Court of Victoria County 
City of Victoria 
City of Seadrift 

ENVIRONMENTAL STATEMENT: Continued maintenance dredging of the Channel to 
Victoria and the side channel to Seadrift will significantly benefit the 
economic and social well-being of the public. The adverse and beneficial 
effects of dredging and disposal of dredged material on navigation, fish 
and wildlife, water quality, aesthetics, ecology, land use, etc., will be 
evaluated in accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 
1969 (P,L. 91-190), An Environmental Statement will not be prepared for 
this tributary channel; ho ... ·ever 1 an Environmental Statement for the GIWW -
Texas Section including tributary channels is being prepared and is expected 
to be placed on file with Council on Environmental Quality about mid-1975 
after having been coordinated with the above mentioned agencies. 

The shoaling rates in the Channel to Victoria project will not permit 
postponement of maintenance of the channel until after an envirorunental 
statement is filed with Council on Environmental Quality without serious 
impairment to the navigability of this project. 

Any person who has an intere£t which may be affected by the disposal of this 
dredged material may request a public hearing. The request must be submitted 
in writing to the District Engineer within 30 days of the date of this notice 
and must clearly set forth the interest which may be affected and the manner 
in which the interest may be affected by this activity. 
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SWGCO-M PUBLIC NOTICE NO. IWW'-M-7 l November 1974 

Designation of the proposed disposal plan for dredged material associated 
with this Federal project shall be made through the application of guidelines 
promulgated by the Administrator,EPA,in conjunction with the Secretary of the 
Army'. If these guidelines alone prohibit the designation of this proposed 
disposal plan 1 any potential impairment to the maintenance of navigation, 
including any econor.i.ic impact on navigation and anchorage which would result 
from the failure to use this disposal plan will also be considered. 

COMMENTS: Persons desiring to express their views or provide information 
._;o be considered in evaluation of the impact of continued maintenance dredg­
ing are requested to mail their cormnents to: 

District Engineer 
Galveston District, Corps of Engineers 
ATTN: SWGCO-!-: 
P. O. Box 1229 
Galveston, Texas 77550 

with specific reference to Public Notice No. IWW-?-i-7 dated 1 November 1974. 

1 Incl 
Dwg, Nov 74 Colonel, 

District Engineer 

361 

. 



o~"1'0''.l -

' ""­. --

> 
0 
0 

~ 

• • 

I 
I 

\ 
., 

: ·1 

I 
I 

'.' ~ 

:y 

•s 

f" 

< I 

• 0 
0 • 

' • 

• 
0 • 

0 • 

• • ~ 
~ • ~ 
~ • • 
• • ~ 

... 
' ~ • ~ 

~ . 
~ • • 

~ 

D 
z 
w 
~ 
w 
~ 

• u . -• = • 

• 

0 
0 
u 

u 

• • 
• ' 0 0 • • u u • u > 

• . 
• 

• • g 
• 

I 
l 

LJ 



i. 
' 

--- ------ - -------------------~ .. 
UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 

POST OFFICE BOX 1306 

ALElJQUERQU£:, NEW MEXICO 87103 

December 13, 1974 

District Engineer 
Attn: SWGCO-M 
Corps of Engineers, U. S. Army 
P. O. Box 1229 
Galveston, Texas 77550 

Dear Sir: 

IN REPLY REFER TO: RB 

Reference is made to your Public tJotice No. IWW-M-7, dated November 1, 
1974, pertaining to the maintenance dredging of the Gulf lntracoastal 
Waterway - Tributary Channel to Victoria, Texas. 

The U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service transmitted a report on this main­
tenance dredging project to the Corps of Engineers on May 8, 1974. 
Based on a review of that report and on the information presented in 
the public notice, we have determined that the conclusions and recom­
mendations cited in that May 1974 report are still applicable. 

It is noted that the spoil area numbering system shown in the public 
notice differs from the one used in our 1974 report. This should 
present no difficulty since, in both cases, the spoil areas are iden­
tified also by station numbers. 

A number of the spoil areas are located in fragile estuarine habitat 
where spoil deposition could be unnecessarily damaging unless ade­
quately controlled. Our 1974 report contains recormiended measures 
for minimizing such adverse effects. Nev~rtheless, we anticipate 
that similar problems will arise in future dredging operations, and 
we request an opportunity for further study and reporting on this proj­
ect in advance of future maintenance dredging schedules. 

Sincerely yours, 

~.u9.:z!T--
cc: 
Executive Director, Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, Austin, Texas 
Reg. Dir., National Marine Fisheries Service, St. Petersburg, Florida 
Area Supv., Environmental Assessment Division, NMFS, Galveston, Texas 

~ CONSERVE Reg. Administrator, Environmental Protection Agency, Dallas, Tex. 
\\\',AM::::~~~ F;eJd Supv., F\IS, o;v. of :~v

3
er Bas;n Stud;es, Fort Worth, Tex. 

Save Energy and You Serve America! 
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BWGCO-K 

Hr. W. o. Nel1on, Jr. 
Regional Director 
U. s. Fish •"" Wildlife Service 
P. O. Box 1306 
Albuquerque" Hew Mexico 87103 

DeaT Mr. Nel.ont 

24 Aprf.1 1975 

R.eference i• rr.ada to Mr • .Jerry Sti·gma.n'• letter dated 13 I>ecembtt 1974 
·concerning Public t1or.1ce Ho. I\rtl'-M-7 on t'.aint•~t.ane-• dr~171.ug of the Gulf 
lntr&.eaastal W&ter\iay - Tributary Cha.nnei to \'ictorta. Te-xa.. t(e note 
that th5 re.vi.w of our public notice va• hued on your 8 Kay 1974 report 
on th• Tributary Channel to Victoria. Corraepondln.gly, t:ba follO"rlng 
comnent1 e.r• m&da to the recomirend•t1on.e cc-11taS..ne{i tn 7'0\tr 8 May 15174 
reportz 

Rec~datto~ F°l"J, 1 - L-JVoeir.a; Dirpor;al Araa1 r:os. 1, 2 • .end 3 at 
1,000 feet from the Ce"'i'iterlina ot the channel 11 conaidered too re•t.rictive, 
aa the exicting crest of diepoaal ia approximately 400 feat from the canter­
line of th• channel. We, therefore., plan to leTH the •rea• at 1,350 fee:t 
from the chnnn..l '• centerline• vhich will Elak.e t.ha•e araa• 950 faet wide 
from tha exi•ting cre•t• to the back limit of the area•. 

l.~Mtdatlon No. 2 - Th• .emergent portion of Dta?Oe.!ll MN Ro. 4 Will 
be leveed prior to it• nan uae. 

l.econmendati011 H.,. ! • U rrqt1uted 1 Di'!poaal .treas 801. 5, 6 1 7, 8, 9, 
10 1 (aai."OO: alf F-~bl!c. :-.o;:1c3 P.i.a~'ODi:l /'.zctt tlo. l~) 11, mid 12 (a ... u Public 
Mottce I>ia~1al Area !?:>. 1.3) vill be lsva&d. Th• toe lev ... ¥111 be con­
atructed when the area.a become emersent and eta.hilt.zed t·-.>O't·e P"..ean Hi.gh Water 
along their enda and back.aide• at 1,3.50 £cet froa the centerlill• of th• 
channel. 

llecOIDl'land-e.tion Ho. 4 - We cannot cou1ply with tb.U T6COIW44ation aa 
writtan.. Diapoaal Area No. 13 (•ame u Public Notice Diapou.l Are• No. 14) 
doea not preHntly have enough eu.rgeut t..nd within it.a litd.ta to COMtruct 
lne•• in the manner you bJrM cl.eac:ribed. Wlb tharefore pla to levH tbia 
area in a ammer alm1lar to yov.r leeo-M'N"ation llo. l. 
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SllGCO-M 24 April 1975 
Mr. W. O. Nelson, Jr. 

lecomnendation No. 5 - Precautions vill be taken to prevent material 
from being placed in or allowed to enter the bay from that portion of 
Di•posal Area )io. 14 (same •• Public Notice Diapou.l A.reu lloa. lS and 16) 
lying between St.ations 63o+oO and 700t00. 

R.eCOCl!mendation No. 6 ... In order that ve may eliminate that portion of 
Dtapoeal Area Mo. 14 (same as Public Notice Disposal Areaa Noa. lS and 16) 
between Station• 63o+o0 and 70o+-OO, we cannot be limited to an area 750 feet 
from the channel' a centerline for the remainder of the area. Therefore, we 
plan to levee the reachea between Stations 432+00 and 630t-00 and 70o+-OO and 
771+75 Wen they hecort;s emergent above I-lean liigh Water at 1,350 feet from 
the centerline of the channel. Leveeing at 1,350 feet will allow ua to 
eliminate that portion of the e.t"ea between Station• 63o+o0 and 70o+oO, u 
you requested in Roeoomsendation No. 5, and •till retain the diapoaal area 
capacity needed for future maintenance along this reach of L:he channel. 

Reconmendgtion No. 7 - Until toe levee1 are constructed in the diepoaal 
areas mentioned in &econrnen.dation.,e No•. 1, 3, 4 and 6, the points of die­
charge will be relocated a.a frc<;ucntly a. practical to permit the uniform 
buildup of material et;uidi.stant from the channel centerline. 

Recommendatt.on l1n. 8 - We cannot comply with thilil reconmendation as 
written. Disposal Are.a No. 23 (same as Public Notice D!epoaal Area No. 10) 
was surveyed la&t ye..otr and waa found to be only 300 feet vi.de and 1,000 feet 
long. An area of this size ie c..onsidered much too small to be practical or 
economically feasible for uae •• a diapoaal area. We will, therefore, levee 
t:hle area in a manner •imilar to your lleconuendation No. J. 

Reem!n£?ndAtion No. 9 - Aa has been our policy in the p••t, ve ¥ill furniah 
th• suggested llge.ncie• plan.a and specification• for review during the adver­
t:i•lng period for each cont.ract. 

Thank you for }'Ot1r rert.ev and comment•. 

Copy furnished I 
field Superviaor 

linc•r•ly your•• 

I D. BISSELL 
Aclinq Chiaf, ti ns Divisiori 
Cc.:1:;·:-":.-:·i--,n-Opera o 

USNI. Corpua Chrieti 1 Texae 78411 
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December 24, 1974 

Colonel Don s. McCoy 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE 

Duval Building 
9450 Gandy Boulevard 
St. Petersburg, Florida 33702 

FSE21/DM 

District Engineer, Galveston District 
Department of the Army, Corps of Engineers 
P.O. Box 1229 
Galveston 1 TX 77550 

Dear Colonel McCoy: 

Public Notice No. IWW-M-7 dated November 1, 1974, notified 
the National l>larine Fisheries Service (NZ..1FS) of the Corps 
of Engineers' policy, practice, and procedures to be 

, followed in connect.ion "'i th the deposition of dredged 
material in ocean \.,raters associated vvi th the maintenance 
dredging operations of the Gulf Intracoastal l'/aterway -
Tributary Channel to Victoria, Texas. 

The U.S. Fish ar:d ~'Jj_ldlife f,e::::-vice issued a report to your 
office on the above cited segment of the Texas GIWW on 
May B, 1974, a draft of which received the concurrence of 
the Nr.:Fs. We hereby reqt1est that all recorr.mendations in 
that report be implemented in your present plans. Addition­
ally, we recommend that you have the proposed spoil disposal 
locations investigated within six months prior to commence­
ment of maintenance dredging to determine the locations and 
density of submerged seagrasses, tidal marsh, and oyster 
beds that may have developed. From these investigations, the 
Corps, in consultation with the Federal and State fish and 
wildlife agencies, should designate locations for pipeline 
discharge within the disposal areas that would cause the 
least damage to the submerged grasses, oyster beds, and tidal 
marsh. 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this Federal project. 

Sincerely, 

(&q<V. f ~i L 
WiV.-iam H. Stevens?ti} 
Regional Director 
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SWCCO·M 25 Aprll 1975 

Mr. William H. Stevenaon 
Regional Director 
National Marine Fiaber1ea Service 
Duval Building 
9450 Gandy lloulevard 
St. Peteraburg. Florida 33702 

_Dear Mr. Stevenson: 

Thia i• in reply to your letter dated 24 December 1974 concerning Public 
lfotice: No. tw-lt .. 7 on. maintenance dredging of tha Gulf lntracoaatal 
Waterway .. Tributary Channel to Victoria, Tex.a.9. 

We received coomenta from the U. S. Fish end Wildlife Service cancenU.ng 
the public notice on thi• chAimel by a letter dated 13 J)e.cember 1974. In 
their letter, they referred to their 8 ?~ 1974 re~rt. Since thin is the 
same report you have referenced 1 ve hava incloaed a copy of our response 
to their letter, aa it include• our comMtlt.I to the recormnendatiOnB con­
tained 1n their report. 

ConceTning your recomnendation for invsatigatiOD. of di11poaal area•, we 
have initiated pl&a.8 to make aurveya fr;r the presence of oyater bed.a, 
aubmerged •e.agra•ae•, and tidal IQ.llrsh &.• you have eugge•ted and. •• deter­
mined necessary by1J.0Ur staff biologiat•. Ba•ed en their finding.a, Wll!li will 
make adjuatmenta to our disposal plan• cm a caae by e&ae baaia. Bowsver, 
we cannot concur in your au~..s~•tiou that diacharge pointa be prede11gnated 
for ucb contract. Predeaignatio11 of di•chara• point• i• uot Uaible froa 
a contractua1. -. •tandpof.nt. · · 

'l1umk you for your r.-vtev and com.ent• • 

1 Incl 
A.a atated 

Copy furniohedr v/Iocl 
Area Suparrl.a.or 
JIMJ'S, CalTeaton, Ttsaa 
Infa <Y•nfurn: w/locl 
C, .t:ngr l.V.> ~> 

77550 

CCAO 

. Siocerely your a, 

. S. D. Hcc:EllEE 
Chief• Conatruction­
Operati.ona Diviaion 
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J. NEll.L FUQUAY 
\/1<;1t .. RESIO£NT 

R'-GION ... 1.- M ... N ... G£R 

SUN PIPE LINE COMPANY 
SOUTHWEST REGION 

CORPUS CHRISTI, TEXAS 78403 

November 18, 1974 

Department of The Army 
Galvesto:i District, Corps of Engineers 
P. O. Box 1229 
Galveston, Texas 77550 

CHARLES W Gl8SC•1 
AR[A 5Uf>[R1 .. TE'<:~.~-

I 

Re: Gulf Intracoastal Waterway 
Victoria Channel 

Sun Pipe Line Company has received your public Notice No. IWW-M-7, 
dated 1 November 1974, outlining proposed work on the Victoria 
Tributary Channel. 

Two of our pipelines, one three inch and one six inch, cross the 
channel as indicated in red on your plat attached to the notice. 

Our interpretation of the plans is that there will be no deepening 
or widening of the channel which would be a danger to the pipelines. 
If such hazard should be involved, we would wish to take exception 
to the proposed project. 

/:. '-
I 

' - . - .. .. :. : 

A. C. Seidemann, P.E. 
Senior Staff Engineer 

ACS/eb 

Attachment 

cc: Mr. Chas. W. Gibson 
Swinney-Hughes File 
Heyser-Tivoli 6" Trunk Line File 
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llr. A. C. S.ld..._ 
Ima Pi ... Lina eoq....,. 
Sotttbvestlleglou 
•• o. - 417 
c:orp,.. Qiriet1, Tm• 78403 

' De<-..+er 1974 

aaeet})t i• ~~l::.novled.ged of year CQ'n..""1Cnt:.s coneen".l.:l.DJ Public t;otlC6 No. n.V-M-7, 
dated l ~~er 1974~ pcrt.e.lllk<; to the aalnt.crumce dre~gi~ of tho Gulf 
lntracoastal Uato.ntay--c;)a-imel to V!.e~La. 'Ibo: loeaticna of '10Ur 3• tt!"...d 6 .. 
pip-~l~,-11 ere o.,.r:ed r,:d will be c,b.~.,-:,."'ll on fttture &dverti.t:cd dravt.np:. The 
l'tt.blic: notice o:'.'!.ly i!Jelr:cle:s nnint~"lll-ce Cred~tn.~ and 1Nt ~ eev d.ecpen.1.i:g 
or vtdecta,g cf 'the r...:J.utmtel. Xf ycur pii"(llir.~3 are iiutalle.d Glk1 1mtintail)ed 
ill. oc:cord.nac:e Yith. I'4:!"l"J.t ::i:u. g ... a-243-4l•?l:n.~T-SS3.S aad. R-11·241-41·:-~'t-
4772, thtto .,;,.ould "" ... ~--

Th...it ,_ fJJr :roi« .,, nte. 

., ....... 17 :raar•. 

&. D. MeGE:n:ll 
Qdef, Conrtnoctioll­
llpUK1- DlYl.aiaa 
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--E*._ON PIPELINE COMPANY 
P. O. Box 4916 
Corpus Christi, Texas 78408 
November 13, 1974 

7.6 Public Notice No.IWW-M-7 
Maintenance Dredging, Gulf 
Intracoastal WaterYl'ay-Tributary 
Channel to Victoria 

Department of the Army 
Galveston District 
Corps of Engineers 
P. O. Box 1229 
Galveston, Texas 77550 

Attention: Don S. McCoy 
Colonel, CE, District Engineer 

Dear Sir: 

In reference to the Public Notice captioned above, we wish to bring to 
your attention the location of five pipelines crossing the Victoria 
channel as listed below: 

SIZE & TYPE APPROX. u.s.c.E. 
PIPELINB OWNER STATION 

16'' Crude Exxon Pipeline Co. 1215+57 
Gas Florida Gas Pipeline Co. 1216+89 

30" Gas Exxon Company U.S.A. 1228+10 
36" Gas Exxon Company U.S.A. 1228+60 

8" Ethane Exxon Pipeline Co. 1229-tt;O 

We understand that the proposed maintenance dredging should not affect 
the depth or location of these pipeline crossings; however, we request 
that Mr. W. D. Price, District ¥..anager, Exxon Pipeline Company, P. 0. 
Box 4916, Corpus Christi, Texas 78408, Telephone No.512-883-1818, be 
notified at least 24 hours prior to dredging over Exxon Pipeline Company 
pipelines. 

AGN/cw 

cc R. B. Long 

Yours very truly, 

lJ~} £~(___, 
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W. D. PRICE 
District Manager 

J. H. Kinsey, Exxon Company U.S.A. 
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SVGCO-M 21 lloveaber 1974 

Mr. V. D. Price 
Diatrict Manager 
Exxon Pipeline Company 
II. O. Box 4916 
Co~ Chrl.oti, Texa11 78408 

Dear Mr. Price: 

Receipt b ackn0titledged of your con:r:ienta concerning Public Notice 
Ho. Ik'W-M-7 1 dated 1 Havember 1974, pertaining: to the maintenance 
dredging of the Gulf lntracoastal Waterway - Tribute.ry Channel to 
VictorU. The five pipelino• you referenced are d.uly noted. Our 
CorpUll Christi Are.& Office will be Bent a copy of your letter and 
vi.11 notify you by let tar, aa is ou.r uaual practice, when va will 
be dredging iu the vicinity of the pipeline.. 

Sl.ncerely youn, 

I:. D • lie G!!llKR 
Chief, Constrw:tioo­
OperatlOl>ll Di..Ul.on 
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s9u·11-fV'iES"rERN REGIONAL OFFICE 
John L. Franson, Representative 
Louisiana 
New Mexico 
Texas 
(Mexico} --

NATIONAL AUDUBON SOCIETY 
2507 ROGGE LANE, AUSTIN, TEXAS 78723 - PHONE (512) 928-2047 

June 30, 1975 

Colonel Don S. McCoy 
District Engineer 
Corps of Engineers 
P. 0. Box 1229 
Galveston, Texas 77550 

RE: PUBLIC NOTICE ~10. !WW-M-7, MAINTENANCE DREDGING OPERATIONS OF 
GULF INTRACOASTAL WATER,;Ay -TRIBUTARY CHANNEL TO VICTORIA, TEXAS 

Dear Colonel McCoy: 

It is our understanding that the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service issued a report to your office on the above public notice 
in May 1974. The National Marine Fisheries Service concurred in this 
report and in talking with these agencies, it is the position of the 
National Audubon Society that their recomn1endations be concurred with. 

In addition, we suggest that the p~oject proceed in close 
coordination and consultation with these agencies and with the State 
Parks and ~iildlife agency, all of who could suggest appropriate 
locations for pipeline discharge within disposal areas that would cause 
the least damage to the submerged grasses, oyster beds and tidal marsh. 

We hope that you will consider our emphasis on this matter 
and include it in future plans. 

Sit?~ 
· t"1.~n c. Franson ~~~hwest Regional Representative 

cc: Council on Environmental Quality 
Environmental Protection Agency, Dallas 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
National Marine Fisheries Service, NOAA 
U.S. Fish and Wi1dlife Service, Albuquerque 
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 
Texas General Land Office 372 
National Audubon Society - Messrs. Callison, Blankinship, Paul 



Mr. John L. rr-
Sou.tbweat Regional l.epreaeat.atlve 
llatlonal JludubOD Soelety 
2507 B.ogge La\e 
Auatin• Texu 78713 

lQ Septmaber 1975 

' .... 

Thill 1a in reply to your lotter dated 30 .June 1975 ~ Public 
lloti<:e Ho. Ilo"'.l-M-7 on -1ntenance dntdgl.ns of tbe Gulf Iauacoeetal 
llaterw117 - %rlbutay ~l to ViA:torla, r.x... 

lie have c"'"Pl•ted our rniaw of tba !I.}' 1974 u. s. Phb - Wildlife 
. Sernce report referenced la your lettor. OJ:a 24 Aprll 1975, tbe Corp. 

1.uued its responas to the re~. stating our 1.ntenti.om: to e~ly 
w1tb thfdr rect"CXee1"Viati.om •'here pOH;ible. bMetl cm tilbat le coaaida:rael 
in the but overall publiA: interest. 

four lotter bu been placed in oar pewt records file for tbo 
GlVll - rributary Channel to Victorin publiA: ROt:ice, nd it will be 
alven full conaideratioa in uy fuem. cloco= RtatiDRll. 

&.11.llcGBllD 
CMfd• CQDStract1.Dn­
Operet•om Diriaioa 
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

REGION VI 

1600 PATTERSON 

DALLAS. TEXAS 75ZOI 

October 1,· 1975 

CERTIFIED MAIL: RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED (762638) 

Colonel Don S. l'icCoy 
District Engineer 
Galveston District 
U. S. Corps of Engineers 
P. 0. Box 1229 
Galveston, Texas 77550 

Dear Colonel McCoy: 

We have conpleted our revie~\! of your plan for maintenance 
dredging of the Gulf Intraco0stal \.,1ater1·:ay-Tributary Channel to 
Victoria, Texas as covered in Public notice r:o. I\·:\·l-!·1-7 dated 
Nove1nber l, 1974. \·le have also revie1·1ed your State;;,ent of Findings 
dated September 22, l 97 5, concerning this project. 

Your maintenance dredging and dredged r:laterial disposal plan 
is approved for one y2ar. Since, as stated in your Public r;otice, 
an Environr:-:enta1 In1pact Statement has not been prepared for this 
project, v:e have deferred consideration of long term approval of 
your dredging plan until the final Environmental Impact Statement 
for the Gl\·.'\·!-Texas Section has been filed with the Council on 
Environmental Quality. 

Sincerely Yours, 

r r- .. 
......... ·~' --------~ ... ---~·--":-- ... - \,,_-

- -r- --John c. ~1hi·te ~ -
--;R~gional Administrator 
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SUPPLEMENT NO. 12 

MATAGORDA BAY TO SAN ANTONIO BAY 

1. PROPOSED ACTION. The proposed Federal action is con­
tinued periodic maintenance dredging of the Gulf Intracoastal 
Waterway (GI~TW') main channel section between Matagorda Bay 
and San Antonio Bay. This portion of the federally maintained 
12-foot deep by :!.. ?5-foot wide Gulf Intr3coasta 1 \·:aterway 
(GIWW) extends from deep water in 1-'Iatagorda Bay and south 
of Palacios Point southwesterly to the vicinity of Live 
Oak Point in San Antonio Bay. The Gll\rw crosses :t-Iatagorda 
Bay and exits the bay by v1ay of the Port O'Connor jetties. 
A barge mooring basin 12 feet deep by 50 feet wide and 
5,000 feet long is maintained south of the main channel 
near Port O'Connor. Proceeding southv.,esterl;-• from the basin, 
The GI\·;'\\~ follows a land cut along the northeast side of 
Barroom, Espiritu Santo, and Shoal,.vater Bays through 
grassed areas, tidal flats, and mud flats before entering 
San Antonio Bay. A barge mooring basin 12 feet Ceep by 
110 feet wide and 2,150 feet long is maintained vihere the 
channel enters San Antonio Bay. The GI~~1 continues across 
San Antonio Bay to the vicinity of Live Oak Point. All 
depths are measured belo'>v Xean Low Tide (Coros of Engi-
neers datum). Contract pipeline dredges are utilized 
to maintain this section of the waterway. The frequency 
of dredging in selected reaches is about every 24 to 30 
months. The excavated raaterial is transported by pipe­
line and placed in the various disposal areas. The 
average quantity of materials dredged per contract is 
about 1.3 million cubic yards. Selected sections of this 
reach of the waterway were last maintained during the 
period l'Jove:nber 1973 - }Iay 1974. The next maintenance 
work is scheduled after June 1976. Dredging will be 
accomplished sooner should unexpected severe shoaling 
occur. This 40-mile reach of the Glh'W from the vicinity 
of Palacios Point in l1atagorda Eay to the vicinity of 
Live Oak Point in San Antonio Bay utilizes eleven (11) 
disposal areas for contract pipeline disposal operations. 
Disposal areas for the entire Texas section of the G1Vh1 

main channel are numbered sequentially from Port Arthur 
to Port Isabel. The disposal areas in this reach are 
numbered 116-A through 125 on figures 2 through 9 in the 
attached public notice. The proposed action will comply 
with Federal drecging regulations (33 CFR 209.145) and 
Discharge of Dredged or Fill Hateria 1 (40 CFR 230). 
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2. NEED FOR ACTION. Periodic maintenance is required to 
prevent shoaling from halting or restricting navigation 
on the channel. Benefits of continued maintenance dredg­
ing of the channel are derived almost entirely from commer­
cial navigation, including inland waterway barge tows and 
service vessels. The recorded tonnage handled by ports 
and moved on the GIWW between Galveston Bay and Corpus 
Christi Bay was approximately 20.7 million tons in 1974 
and included such commodities as crude petroleum, gasoline, 
other petroleum products, chemicals, marine shells, 
minerals, and iron and steel products. The GIWW has 
grown consistently and has contributed substantially to 
the regional and national economy. A recent study by 
Texas A&M University has placed the value of the channel 
to the State of Texas at a total of more than $19 billion 
per year. 

3. ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING. 

3.01 This reach of the GTWW traverses important fish and 
wildlife habitat in Barroom, Espiritu Santo, Shoalwater, 
and San Antonio Bays,as well as in adjoining tidal flats 
and marshes and low-lying uplands. 

3.02 The greater portion of the bay lies to the south 
of the waterway. A large part of the tidal flats, marshes, 
and coastal plains in the project area is north of the 
channel. 

3.03 Barroom, Espiritu Santo, and Shoalwater Bays are 
shallow in depth, varying from a few inches to about 4 
feet in the project area. Shoalwater Bay is especially 
suited as nursery habitat for fish and crustaceans. 
Dense growths of submerged and emergent vegetation occupy 
much of these shallow areas. Oyster reefs occur in the 
western parts of Barroom and Shoalwater Bays. The San 
Antonio Bay reach of the waterway is in deeper water, 
varying from 3 to 6 feet. Vegetation in this area is 
sparse. Some oyster reefs are present near Turnstake 
Island and in the far western portion of the bay. 

3.04 The coastal plain is flat and interspersed with 
numerous shallow,water-filled depressions. These depressions 
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are frequently fringed with growths of cordgrass. Some 
of these depressions have fresh water, others are brack­
ish, and still others are tidal. 

3.05 Fishes and crustaceans use the shallow bay areas 
and tidal marshes as breeding, feeding, and nursery 
grounds. The deeper bay areas, especially around oyster 
reefs, are used primarily as feeding grounds. Such 
estuarine-dependent species as red drum, black drum, 
spotted seatrout, sand seatrout, flotmder, Atlantic 
croaker, striped mullet, sheepshead, gafftopsail catfish, 
blue crab, and brown and white shrimp use this habitat 
during periods throughout their life cycle. The pro­
duction of about 900 pounds of catchable-sized fishes and 
crustaceans per acre annually can be attributed to the 
bays and tidal marshes of the proposed work area. 

3.06 Wildlife habitat in the project area consists of 
bay areas, tidal flats, tidal marshes, and coastal plains 
and their shallow,water-filled depressions. 

3.07 The coastal plains support populations of white­
tailed deer, bobwhites, mourning doves, waterfowl, wading 
birds, and shorebirds. The tidal flats and marshes and 
the bay areas support primarily populations of waterfowl, 
wading birds, and shorebirds. 

3.08 Important species of waterfowl in the project area 
are pintail, mallard, American widgeon, blue-winged teal, 
green-winged teal, lesser scaup, redhead, canvasback, 
bufflehead, mottled duck, Canada goose, snow goose, blue 
goose, and American coot. Mottled duck and blue-winged 
teal are resident species and use the water-filled de­
pressions and the surrounding coastal plains areas for 
nesting. About 3,000,000 waterfowl use-days occur in 
the project area annually. About one-third of this use 
occurs north of the waterway. 

3.09 Hunting is light for all game species in the proj­
ect area north of the waterway. Much of this area is 
in private ownership and hunting is restricted by land­
owners to their friends. South of the waterway, hunting 
is for waterfowl only and occurs in moderate to heavy 
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amounts. With or without the project, hunting is expected 
to continue. 

3.10 The project area supports many shorebirds and wad­
ing birds, including ibis, egret, heron, gull, tern, 
pelican, stilt, and the roseate spoonbill. The 
birds use· the shallow vegetated portions of the bays, 
the tidal marshes, and the shallow water-filled depressions 
for feeding. Some of these birds nest in the area. 

3.11 Florida manatee, right whale, sperm whale, blue 
whale, finback whale, Attwater's prairie chicken, southern 
bald eagle, brown pelican 1 Eskimo curlew, Arctic peregrine 
falcon, American peregrine falcon, whooping crane, American 
alligator, Atlantic ridley, hawksbill turtle, and leather­
back turtle are endanged species known to range in the 
project area. 

4. ADVERSE ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS. 

4.01 Maintenance dredging of this reach of the GIWW 
will have an adverse effect on the natural environment. 
The significance of these effects will vary according 
to location of disposal areas, disposal practices, type 
of bottom material being dredged, and quantity of similar 
surrounding habitat. 

4.02 Dredging. The removal of shoal materials accumulated 
in the channel and basin will disturb or remove swimming 
and benthic organisms. However, because of pollutants 
that may be found in some sediments. instability of the 
sediments, and frequency of maintenance dredging, it is 
expected that populations of bottom dwelling organisms 
are low in the channel bottoms. Other detrimental effects 
of dredging include turbidity caused by the action of the 
cutterhead assembly, resuspension of pollutants in that 
turbid area, and destruction of any fish or crustaceans 
caught by the cutter or pulled into the pipeline by the 
pump. These effects are limited to an area inu:nediately 
surrounding the dredge cutterhead. 

4.03 Nonnally,maintenance dredging does not destroy any 
submerged vegetation or oysters, as channel depths pre­
clude development of vegetation because of reduced 
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sunlight penetration,and the soft materials constantly 
accumulating on the channel bottan prevent oysters from 
developing. Dredging usually has little effect on motile 
marine species as they are able to avoid the dredge. 

4.04 Disposal. The most significant adverse environ­
mental effects are associated with disposal methods 
rather than dredging. Disposal practices along this 
reach include both open water and land disposal. 

4.05 Open l-Jater Disposal, Open water disposal of dredged 
materials is often considered to be more environmentally 
detrimental than land disposal because of the effects 
of higl1ly visible localized turbidity, burial of bottom 
dwelling organisms, compartmentalization of bay areas, 
resuspension of pollutants, and burial of submerged 
aquatic vegetation, Open water disposal is not entirely 
detrimental. A number of beneficial aspects are known, 
including formation of bird nesting areas where islands 
develop, creation of suitable substrate for oysters, 
resuspension of nutrients, and provision of public recrea­
tional areas. 

4.06 Turbidities. Turbidities associated with open 
water disposal have some damaging effects on productivity 
of the bay ecosystem. High turbidities reduce photo­
synthetic activity and could cause suffocation of small 
fish and other marine animals by coating gill tissues with 
sediment particles. Reduction of photosynthetic activ­
ity results in a corresponding reduction at the base of 
the aquatic food chain. This loss will be projected up 
the .Iood chain, resulting in fewer organisms available 
for man's use. That loss which does occur may be in 
part compensated for by increases in productivity follow­
ing resuspension of nutrients and aeration of sediments 
and organic matter. 

4.07 Bottom animal populations are reduced when their 
habitats are covered with a heavy silt layer. Some of 
the more mobile organisms are able to work upward through 
the silt while the sessile organisms perish. 

4.08 Oyster reefs can be severely affected by siltation, 
depending on their height above the surrounding level 
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bottom. Low profile reefs in the path of a r.i.ud flow can 
be covered, resulting in loss of any existing oysters. 
In some cases, the silt is not r~moved by wave action 
and the reef becomes permanently buried. Higher reefs 
generally will not be covered by silt. 

4.09 Swirrming animals are the least severely affected by 
siltation from dredging. Because of their motility, they 
are able to leave an affected area. 

4.10 Disposal of dredged materials in open water will 
covf':r ;iny vee;Pt."Jtion that P"Xists in the disposal area. 
In nearly all cases, areas that will be used for deposi­
tion of sediments have previously been used for this 
purpose. Therefore, that vegetation which will be covered 
has developed on sediments deposited during previous dredg­
ing. It can be assumed that past clevelopment will be 

,repeated and that the areas of freshly deposited sediment 
will be covered with new gro1;vth of \regetation. 

4.11 Another important possibility for dredging related 
adverse environmental effects is that of compartmentaliza­
tion of bay areas. This can result from long continuous 
disposa 1 areas blocking or cl1anging the no1·rr.a 1 current 
patterns in bay areas. Past dredgi11g in this reach is 
not known to have caused any significant adverse effects. 

4.12 Open water disposal of polluted sediments is of 
much greater concern and presents more problems than land 
disposal. The main concern results from the possibility 
that pollutants resuspended by dredging 1~iay enter the 
marine food chain, causing high concentrations of toxic 
materials in sport and commercial species. Other possible 
effects include fish kills, lowered phytoplankton pro­
ductivity, and exclusion of desirable species of benthic 
organisms from the disposal areas. There is also the 
possibility of adverse effects on marine life such as 
impairment of reproductive capacity and increased sus­
ceptibility to disease, parasites, and predation. 

4.13 Fish kills along this reach as a result of resus­
pended pollutants are considered possible but unlikely. 
Past dredging is not known to have caused any fish kills; 
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and.since sediments dredged in the past were in all prob­
ability at least as polluted as those that will be 
dredged in the future, fish kills are not anticipated. 

4.14 Land Disposal. Adverse environmental effects of 
disposal of dredged material on land include destruction 
of vegetation; loss of foraging, feeding, nesting, and 
resting areas for birds, mannnals, and reptiles; temporary 
reduction of air quality in the immediate vicinity; and 
long-term partial suppression of the productivity of the 
disposal area. 

4.15 When a land area is used for disposal of dredged 
materials, most of the vegetation is covered or destroyed, 
particularly where containment levees are used. This loss 
of vegetation forces birds, mammals, and reptiles to leave 
the area until the vegetation recovers. Recovery of the 
vegetation usually begins within 6 months to a year. 
Considering the very small relative size of the total area 
used for disposal when compared to the thousands of square 
miles of similar habitat in the surrounding coastal area, 
it is doubted that such effects are significant. 

4.16 In some instances, the disposal of dredged materials 
on land results in the degradation of air quality as a 
result of the release of odors. These odors are caused 
by the decay of organic materials that had collected on 
the channel bottom and decay of vegetation in the dis­
posal area. If necessaryrthese odors can be controlled 
by chemically treating with a proprietary product con­
taining essential oils and deodorized kerosene. 

4.17 The orimary significant long term adverse environmental 
effect that results from land disposal of maintenance 
dredged materials is the suppression of productivity in 
the disposal areas. Because of repeated disposal of 
materials, the vegetation is not in a constant state of 
maximum productivity. Maximum productivity occurs only 
between the time of full recovery and the next deposition 
of sediments. This time period is highly variable, running 
from two to ten years for most areas. Where a disposal 
area is used for the first time, the vegetation will 
normally change to a lower quality type. This may per­
manently lower the productivity of an area. Changes in 
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vegetation type will be minimal, as most areas to be used 
for disposal have been used previously, and the changes 
have already occurred. 

4.18 Disposal of dredged materials in marshes is signi­
ficantly detrimental to the ecology of the surrounding 
bay systems. Such disposal has the effect of converting 
the highly productive marsh area to a high ground area 
with a corresponding change in types of vegetation. 
Marshes are highly productive, often contributing as much 
as ten tons of organic ~~tter per acre to the bay systems 
every year. Because of the high value placed on marsh 
lands as primary toed source areas, dredging practices 
have been changed to avoid disposal in marsh areas wherever 
practicable. 

4.19 Out of 10,400 acres of marsh adjacent to this reach 
of the GIWW,approximately 114 Acres or 1.1 percent may 
be affected by future disposal operations. Tl1e 10,400 
acres of marsh adjacent to tl1e Git~rw do not include 
marsh areas surrounding the major bays and river inlets. 
The estirnEte was prepared by Corps of Engineers personnel 
from the most recent coast cherts ~vailable. It has not 
been practicable to make survey·s of each area to determine 
the exact extent of marsh land within the disposal area 
limits. The estimates are,tl1erefore, based primarily on 
vegetation cover shown on the coast charts. It is con­
sidered that much of the acreage included as marsh to 
be covered has been covered by past dredging and is no 
longer marsh. It is believed that reduction of marsh 
areas caused by dredging of this rtach will be minimal. 

5. ALTERNATIVES. All apparent alternative methods have 
been investigated in sufficient detail to determine their 
viability. Consideration of alternatives includes effects 
on the economic and social well-being of the area, state, 
and nation, as well as the effects on the natural environ­
ment of the project area. The 11no action'' alternative 
has been considered, as well as alternate methods of 
disposal. Investigation has indicated that, of all the 
alternatives examined, the only environmentally and econom­
ically feasible plan at this time is continued maintenance 
dredging and disposal in the manner and locations as 
described in the public notice with the recommended 
changes described in Section 6 of this summary. 
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6. RESPONSE TO THE PUBLIC NOTICE. A public notice 
describing the proposed action and_ soliciting cormnents 
was issued 29 November 1974 as required by Federal 
dredging regulations (33 CFR 209.145). Three responses 
to the public notice have been received. The U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service (USF&WS) noted that its previous 
recorrrrnendations l:ad been adopted and made the additional 
request that the drainage spillway at disposal area No. 
117 be relocated and that dredged materials be confined 
to emergent land along the southern limits of disposal 
areas 1'ios. 118, 119, 120, and 121. USFa\1s also requested 
notification i;vell in adv.1nce of the nex': scheduled main­
tenance dredging in order to have adequate time for field 
examination and the preparation of another report. The 
National !'-!arine Fisheries Service (N}fFS) noted that its 
previous recorrll'Ilendations had been adopted and 1nade 
several additional reco:T'mcndations. 7liese included the 
construction of levees at or above mean high water to 
completely confine disposal areas Nos, 118, 119, and 120 
prior to the next rr~intenance dredging of the reach; 
relocation of the spillway in disposal area No. 117 to 
direct t11e effluent into the GI\~~·l; maintenance of all 
containment levees; investigation of the bay bottom in 
and adjacent to the disposal areas within 6 months prior 
to dredging; and predesignation of pipeline discharge 
points within the disposal areas in such a manner as to 
cause the least damage to any significant areas of sub­
merged g~asses, oyster beds, and tidal marshes, As 
recommended by both agencies, the spillway on disposal 
area No. 117 will be relocAted. The local sponsor has 
been requested to furnish alternate disposal areas for 
those which have been recom..'Ilended for deletion or reduc­
tion to sizes not feasible for use. Should the local 
sponsor be unable to obtain alternate disposal the recom­
mended levees will be constructed. Plans and specifi­
cations will be furnished to the USF&WS, as requested, 
prior to the next scheduled mainten~nce dredging. The 
surveys recornnended by NMFS will be conducted by Corps 
of Engineers' staff biologists to determine the locatior.s 
and density of significant areas of submerged grasses, 
oyster beds, and tidal marshes. However, the recommenda­
tion to predesignate discharge points in the disposal 
areas is not feasible from a contractual standpoint. 
This recommendation will be met by adjusting the disposal 
plans on a case by case basis to protect the areas. 
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A response from the National Audubon Society supported 
recommendations made by the NMFS. 

7. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY APPROVAL. A request 
for approval by EPA of dredging and dredged materir.l 
disposal plans under 33 CFR 209.145 will be made in the 
near future. 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
OALYl'.STON DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

P.o.aox 12211 
OALYl'.•TON, TIEXAS 77!5!50 

SWGCO-M PUBLIC NOTICE NO. IWW-M-10 29 November 1974 

MAINTENANCE DREDGING 
GULF INTR.ACOASTAL WATERWAY (MAIN CHAN~EL) - ~~TAGORDA BAY TO SAN ANTONIO BAY 

This public notice is issued in accordance with provisions of established 
Federal regulations, Title 33 CFR 209.145, concerning the policy, practice 
and procedures to be followed by the Corps of Engineers in connection with 
the disposal of dredged material in navigable waters or the transportation 
of dredged material for the purpose of depositing it in ocean waters associate: 
with Federal projects. 

This notice is being distributed to all interested State and Federal agencies 
and known interested persons in order to assist in developing facts and 
recommendations concerning the proposed continuation of maintenance dredging 
activities. Comments must be submitted to the District Engineer at the above 
address on or before 30 December 1974, 

Laws under which the proposed dredging is to be reviewed: 

Federal Water Pollution Control Act 
Coastal Zone ?-:anagement Act of 1972 
National Environn1ental Pol icy Act of 1969 
Fish and Wildlife Act of 1956 
Migratory Z.larine Game-Fish Act 
Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act 
Endangered Species Act of 1973 
National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 

PROJECT: Gulf Intracoastal Waterway (Main Channel) - Matagorda Bay to 
San Antonio Bay, 

PROJECT LOCATION: From south of Palacios Point in Matagorda Bay to the 
vicinity of Live Oak Point in Matagorda and Calhoun Counties, Texas, 
respectively, 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: This portion of the Federally maintained 12-foot deep 
by 125-foot wide Gulf Intracoastal Waterway (GIWW) extends from deep water 
in Matagorda Bay and south of Palacios Point, southwesterly to the vicinity 
of Live Oak Point in San Antonio Bay. The GIWW crosses Matagorda Bay and 
exits the bay by way of the Port O'Connor jetties. A barge mooring basin 
12 feet deep by 50 feet wide and 5,000 feet long is maintained south of the 
main channel near Port O'Connor, Proceeding southwesterly from the basin, 
the GIWW follows a land cut along the northeast side of Barroom, Espiritu 
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Santo. and Shoalwater Bays through grassed areas, tidal flats, and mud 
flats before entering San Antonio Bay. A barge mooring basin 12 feet 
deep by 110 feet wide and 2,150 feet long is maintained where the channel 
enters San Antonio Bay, The GIWW continues across SE.in Antonio Bay to the 
vicinity of Live Oak Point, All depths are measured below Mean Low Tide 
(Corps of Engineers datum), 

DISPOSAL ARF..A: Thi.s 40-mile reach of the GIWW from the vicinity of Palacios 
Q Point in Matagorda Bay to the vicinity of Live Oak Point in San Antonio Bay 

utilizes eleven (11) disposal areas for contract pipeline disposal operations, 
Disposal areas for the entire Texas section of the GIWW main channel are 
numbered sequentially from Port Arthur to Port Isabel. The disposal areas in 
this reach are numbered 116-A through 125 (see attached drawings). 

Disposal Areas Nos. 116-A and 116-B are open water areas located south and 
north of the waten,ay, respectively, in Matagorda Bsy. The areas nre also 
used. during maintenance dredging of the i-:ntagorda Ship Channel, and are 
designated as Disposal Areas Nos. 3 and 4 in the public notice of dredging 
for the Matagorda Ship Channel (GUAD-P.-1), dated 23 September 1974, 

Disposal Area No. 117 is a conftned disposal area located on the southeastern 
bank of the GIW'W near Port 0 1 Connor. 

Disposal Areas Nos. 118 - 120 are partially leveed areas located along the 
southeastern bank of the GlWW in the vicinity of Barroom, Espiritu Santo, and 
Shoalwater Bays, respectively. 

Disposal Area No. 121 is a partially leveed area located partially along the 
southeastern bank of the Gll..'W in the vicinity of Shoal water Bay, and partially 
in San Antonio Bay. 

Disposal Areas Nos. 122 - 125 are open water areas located northwest of the 
GNW in San Antonio Bay. 

Disposal Area No. 117 is presently leveed and areas 118 through 125 will be 
completely leveed at some future date when the emergent areas become large 
enough to contain dredge materials within a perimeter levee system and the 
levees will not erode away. 

COMPOSITION AND QUANTITY OF MATERIALS: Materials dredged from the waterway 
consist of sands, silts. and clays. The shoaling in the waterway is a result 
of deposits occurring from wind~driven waves. bank erosion, and tidal actions 
from the Gulf and in the related beys. The shoaling rate of this section of 
the waterway is approximately 1.3 million cubic yards annually. 

METHOD OF DREDGING: Contract pipeline dredges are utilized to maintain this 
section of the waterway. The frequency of dredging in selected reaches is 
about every 24 to 30 months. The excavated material is transported by pipe~ 
line and placed in the various disposal areas. The average quantity of 
materials dredged per contract is about 1.3 million cubic yards. Selected 
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sections of this reach of the waterway were last maintained during the period 
November 1973 - May 1974. The next maintenance work is scheduled after 30 June 
1975. Dredging will be accomplished sooner should inconsistent shoaling rates 
occur. 

PROPERTIES ADJACENT TO DISPOSAL AREAS: Disposal Areas Nos. 116-A and 116-B 
are located adjacent to the waterway in Matagorda Bay, near its junction 
with the Matagorda Ship Channel. Waters adjacent to the areas are used 
for commercial and sport fishing. 

Disposal Area No. 117 is located southeast of the waterway in the vicinity 
of Port O'Connor, Texas. The area is bound by the waterway to the northwest, 
Matagorda Bay to the northeast, marsh areas to the southeast, and Barroom Bay 
Cut to the southwest. 

Disposal Area No, 118 is located southeast of the waterway between Barroom 
Bay Cut and the Air Force Ferry Channel. The area is bound by the waterway 
on the northwest, Barroom Bay Cut on the northeast, Barroom and Espiritu 
Santo Bays on the southeast, and the Air Force Ferry Channel on the southwest. 

Disposal Area No. 119 is located southeast of the waterway between the Air 
Force Ferry Channel and the AlcoA Mining Company Channel. The area is bound 
on the northwest by the waterway, the Air Force Ferry Channel on the northeas~, 
Shoalwater Bay on the southeast, and the Alcoa Mining Company Channel on the 
southwest. 

Disposal Area No. 120 is located southeast of the waterway between the Alcoa 
Mining Company Channel and an unnamed private channel. The area is bound by 
the waterway on the northwest, the Alcoa Mining Company Channel on the northecst, 
Shoalwater Bay on the southeast, and an unnamed private channel on the southwest. 

Disposal Area No, 121 is located southeast of the waterway, in the vicinity of 
the Channel to Victoria. The area is bound by the waterway on the northwest, 
and unnamed private channel on the northeast, Shoalwater and San Antonio Bays 
on the southeast, and San Antonio Bay on the southwest. 

Disposal Areas Nos. 122 - 125 are located northwest of the waterway in San 
Antonio Bay. The areas end points are located at Stations 732+00, 741+200; 
743+200, 749+500; 751+50U, 758+500; and 76o+500, 766+000, respectively. The 
disposal areas and adjacent waters are used for commercial and sport fishing. 

DREDGING BY OTHERS: There is a small amount of non-Federal dredging in the 
vicinity of the waterway, with the majority of this being for maintenance of 
private boat slips. The estimated quantity of material removed annually is 
about 20,000 cubic yards. Non-Federal dredging activities are regulated by 
the Department of the Army Permit program. 

DESIGNATION OF DISPOSAL AREAS: The proposed disposal sites have not been 
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previously designated by the Administrator, Environmental Protection Agency. 
However, the use of these sites has been previously coordinated with EPA, 
with the except1on of areas 116-A and 116-B. These areas were coordinated 
under the Matagorda Ship Channel project. 

COORDINATION: The follawing is e list of Federal, State and local agencies 
with whom these activities are being coordinated. 

,.. Advisory Cauncil on Historic Preservation 
Region VI Enviro~~ental Protection Agency 
U. S. Department of Commerce 
U. s. Department of the Interior 
Eighth Coast Guard District 
Division of Planning Coordination, State of Texas 
Texas P2rks and Wildlife Department 
Texas Historical C~is5ion 
Commissioners' Court of Matagorda County 
Comnissioners' Court of Calhoun County 

ENVIROfil'.ENTAL STATD'.Et.1: Continued maintenance dredging of Gulf Intracoastal 
Waterway will significantly benefit the economic and social well-being of the 
public. The adverse and beneficial effects of dredging and disposal of dredged 
material on navigation, fish and wildlife, water quality, aesthetics, ecology, 
land use, etc., \.lill be evaluated in accordance with the National Environmental 
Policy Act of 1969 (P.L. 91-190). A separate Environmental Statement will not 
be prepared for this reach of the Gl~r~. An Environmental Statement for the 
entire main channel and tributaries of the GIWW (Texas section)is being 
prepared and is scheduled to be placed on file with Council on Environ.~ental 
Quality about mid-1975, having been coordinated with the above mentioned agencies. 

lnthe event an emergency situation occurs, the shoaling in the Gulf Intracoastal 
Waterway proiect will not permit postponement of maintenance of the channel until 
after an environmental statementis filed with Council on Environmental Quality 
without serious impairment to the navigability of this project. 

Any person who has an interest which may be affected by the disposal of this 
dredged material may request a public hearing. The request must be submitted 
in writing to the District Engineer within 30 days of the date of this notice 
and must clearly set forth the interest which may be affected and the manner 
in which the interest may be affected by this activity. 

Designation of the proposed disposal plan for dredged material associated 
with this Federal project shall be made through the application of guidelines 
promulgated by the Administrator, EPA, in conjunction with the Secretary of 
the Army. If these guidelines alone prohibit the designation of this proposed 
disposal plan, any potential impairment to the maintenance of navigation, in­
cluding any economic impact on navigation and anchorage which would result fro­
the failure to use this disposal plan, will also be considered. 
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COMMENTS: Persons deairing to express their views or provide information 
to be considered in evaluation of the impact of continued maintenance 
dredging are requested to mail their conmenta to: 

District Engineer 
Galveston District, Corps of Engineers 
ATTN: SWGCO·M 
P. 0, Box 1229 
Galveston, Texas 77550 

with specific reference to Public 

1 Incl 
Drawing, Nov 1974 

N~;z_~d 27 November 

MARTIN W. TEJ.GUE ~ 
Lieutenant Colonel, CE 
Deputy District Engineer 

389 

' 

1974. 



,, 
'' 

: 

•• •• 

, .. 
.. 

! • 
• • 

" 

' . . . 

"' " ~ 

• 
ll. 

~ <I w 
::; ~. > 

" x 0 

w 

"' "o 
0 s z ~ 

• 

• 
" c 
0 
z 

" 0 • , 
• 

• • • • • 
" • u • • 0 

• 0 • 
• 

• 
• 0 

l 



I 
i .. ·1· !•. . .. \ : . 

. •· I . ~ ~\·.. . tit . ~ ' J ', \

~'b.,, ~,~~.-0 /?"-- i ~ I t. .. 

'\, , I 'Tl I T.j::j \ I I ... ,__' ' ' ' ........ I I 1-f ··~ / ,, ""'"' .. "' ' • i <>··,·· ,, : I '·' "' ' •. ,,. '\: aAY i 

• h · · " · · .. -pH. I 
" 'r" ' -~' ', : '[_'jJ-+t-' I I J sre: !NSET " ' ,· ''< \ . . I - ••• .. ,, -- - . , w··-;~ ......... -.J. ~ \.. 

/ 

INS

" "' ,, - - ·--- .,, ' -· \ " ' ' '"" Jc' I I CE.£1! ' 
' ' • .. ,, . " ~ 

•• "'" ~ _.,,. '' - , ' ,.,. ... ;.~ w ,, .... .,_... __ l ~ .. ··~-, -~~ .... ~-· I . 2, .•. :,,~-~-r·-"8•: .. ,:·"=·"'·" , iT:r·til; --- · Ti i 't ,-~ j·\!_JV~'::,,.il ____ :__ --- : '1 l ! . •Jj .~·-l 
I 

I ,_ - , '· . , ., ~.. ~ .. ' - ' . , '· ....... ' .. .~-:.:; z.~z;~~-~~1·-:;.. ... -. : I ' i . • • . . NO "' ' ' • \ • . ,, ' - .. ' =~" ,, -~ '/ 
, ' !•. • o L .. - ' ,, , .. , I ' 

I -- I . ; ~ : : ~~:;,:: y • ·;,, ·~"-...../ / ~ 
' '... ' ~ , ' ,.,.,<-, 8 A .,'07 ' 

0 

~CoQ/ '--- 0 
'· >o M / • °""" •, /) ...__ -- .. -·R-1 R 0 1,1 I', i ~- ~ ~ "' I G ••• , 

8 

{-A" - ---~ '1. / LJ '-' SEE SHE~~Dl"l~TES \... ·-· · f ' cJ ~ LEGEND . -- ~-, --- -- ... ,. I . 8 ~ • , v " . •' " ""' 
--. ' I • • '"'" 
\:> ··~.,, ·.,I ·~ I <'luLr 1NTRACO•sr;~ SAN ANTONIO BAY 

"'l> " -· - ' • """" - "'"""' I • <v \[ 'L...!··« .• zs,.,.;·:t·~ " """rrn,"ANceHANN_EL) sroN 

0

,<;H11cr . ~.... '"" . """ " 
II 

. ~-·· .,, ,,,, .. 0 ' -~.;~ [()lj~~--• J. '''-~ 

"~ .,,.,. oto•"•"' 

! 
' • 

> 

• 

{f . . :: c' 
... . ~ 

.1 t-1 . ' .• 
f:Uv~"'til.fl 19r4 

" 

' 
I 

I 
51lfET 2 Of 9 

-



... 

/ 
I 

I 
" 

---._ 

I , 

, 
' 

I 
! 

I 

• 
• 
• 

• 
• 
0 

• 
-
0 

./ 
' 

I -· 

I ~0o 

'\ j--

• 

• 
' ' • 

-.. 
• 

' 
• 

I 

' 
' 

. I 
I 
' 

' ' 

....... 

: l 
\"' 

' \ 
' 

'~ --, 
' ., 

. Ci ,) 

' 

.·'77· ; I 

r\ l 

-. 
I 

0 

' j 
• 

. . ,, 
' -, 

' 

>~ ·' :::"' ., :co 
"! "'z -•o -­., 

., I 

' <> 

-
'.' 

-

·-
• 

]'...~-

' 

I ,j ,_ 
'~ ., 
il ,, ,, . ,, 
•• l• ;, 
!! 
lj 

" J 

-. 

' 
~ 

•J/• !: 
I , 

I 

-~ 

.. 



I. 

.. . ... 
. · I ; I 

' •' " ·-. .,.,._ 
·-~ ...... 

..• 
-·~ 

; ' 

I 

; 

' 

, 

!
.> i' -­

/ 
I 

I 
~. 

... 

I , 

.. 
••• ,"f 

•. 
:..·i.... 

f 

... 

I 
I 

I 
•·, .. 

. . . 

I 
I 

• 

• 

,I ... .. 
ii ., 

I , . 
.... ~ :,~ 
---~ I• ,. 
, • 1·= 

J 

. .-.. · .. 

f 

... I 
-

-
.. 

.:-

. ..,, 
• . 

I 



+ 

A 
,; . 

I 

""-\ ~ 
I --

• 

• 
• 

• 

/ 
I 

; 

/'" 
--· 0 

0 

-= 

-

• 
0 

"· 

• • • 



.. 
• + 

"" I ., 

~!··. 
I 

" ;i! 
•/ . ......_ -, .. . ,-...,_,_ .,. 

''>-..,_ 

.. ... .. ~ 

'• . 

. . . 

.. 

·/ 
/ 

I 

"'-

I 

I I 
/ 

' -._ ,1 

.1 

. .,., 

' /_.) 

I 
I 

• ....... 
,, • 

• 

'• 
/ 

l 

' 

; 

• , 

--

. . 

' 

I 

... 
' . .J ... ' 

;l .. 
I ' ... . 

I 
I 

/'.., 

.it 

.... 

; . 
; 

1· I 
I! • 
" •• 
;f 

: ~; 
" ·'· 
1: 
" .. 
" " il 

I 

I 

• 
• 0 

• 
• • • x • 

• • • 

• 

• 

, 
; 



/ 

I 

I 

' ' 

' ( 

. . ,,, 
/ 

I 
/ 

/ 

11-: 
1-~ 

• • --· 

' ' . 
~-~ 
J . 

"'-·-1 . 
'/ . I --: 

'/ . I-·: 
..... 

... • 
... :; 

I 
,, 

.· ~~ 
" • 

~ 
... • 

' 

0 

" 
/ 

I ' / 

' ·.-•, 

' 

• 0 • . . • •• 
05 

z 
,o 
•• •• z 

-~ • •o •• •• 

I 

/ 

' 

• . 
0 

• 
• • • z • 

• • • 



I 

·,,_ 

s 

_I 
.;;;-i 

NO. 12~-- I 

-1---+-~_J 
--·~-~.t~•:';"• 
. I " -
/ f p: 

/ 

-~(, 

{~. ..... .. ' 

A ·N 

......... ,. ...... .,.... ... 
1 I l I • 

.... 
'-. .... , 

. ,' . •' .·•' .. 
; .. ·· . ··. 

.•. .• 
.. 

A N T 0 

• 

N 

, . . . 
; ... ·· .. / 

.•.. 

/ 

I 0 

! 

• • '•t. 
• • • 

' 

8 

· ... 

-....,_ 

'/ " / ' ,/· 
' / 

/"'-, ... 
/ " , . 

'i' AIY 

,. ., 

.· • • 
,7; 

·' 

!""""''' """ ........ '' 
L
.'' -• • • '\_ • • • • 

! I 
rL:· ·: • -:--:-::r=. . . ;-:-J1 

NO. ltS ------ ---
"'. t, 

I I I ! 
! ' I I 

/ ... 
.'-. 

• 

..... ·-T I T T T T 

~.;;;~;·,;,;:·-·;.:·;.:: . ...-~1-: 

"'""":'".t-q,._.:·_ 
r 

! ! 
' ' il 

.. 
"'-.... /; 

>></ , . 
// 
I 

... 

•• 

// 
/. 

i /I 

/I 
/ , 

""-... ~ 

••• ... 
,., )., :p..nr ........ ~ ..... , ........ -~-u. . 

• ' I •• ' . 
."'-.... 

... 

'""" 
SEE $t1EET I 0' 9 '°" 
1..EGEND AND MIT£$ , 

eUL' INTIIACOA!T•L wATEllWAT, TEU.S 

MATAGORDA BAY TO SAN ANTONIO BAY 
MAINTENANCE DREDGING 

(MAIN CHANNEL) 
.\LS 11_~_r Co~s_Qf __ fN~•NE~_'.!J~~~JlTON(j"stR:•.f! 

~0\lfMllfA IQ14 SHffT 8 01' t 



.,.· .. 
• 

•• 
··~, 

/.' . . .; ....... 

// 
/ .¥ 

·. 

/ 

/ 

.. 
/ 

... 
/ , 

/ 
/ , 

~ ; ' . 

/ 

/ 

... 

• • • 
• • 
~ 
z 

-



January 6, 1975 

Colonel Don S. McCoy 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE 

Duval Building 
9450 Gandy Boulevard 
St. Petersburg, Florida 33702 

FSE21/DM 

District Engineer, Galveston District 
Department of the Army, Corps of Engineers 
P.O. Box 1229 
Galveston, TX 77550 

Dear Colonel McCoy: 

The National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) has reviewed 
Public Notice No. Il\IW-?-1-10 dated November 29, 1974, wherein 
the Corps of Engineers requested comments on proposed plans 
for spoil disposal associated with maintenance dredging of 
the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway (Main Channel) - Matagorda 
Bay to San Antonio Bay. 

On July 29, 1970, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (F\'1S) 
issued a report on the subject referenced above. The Bureau 
of Commercial Fisheries {now NMFS) concurred in that report. 
Examination of your present plans for maintenance dredging 
of the GIWW - iiatagorda Bay to San Antonio Bay reveals that, 
in general, the recommendations suggested in the report were 
incorporated. 

Representatives of the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, 
FWS, and NMFS conducted an aerial inspection of the project 
site on December 12, 1974, and noted that many of the uncon­
fined spoil disposal areas are emergent and generally wider 
than they were more than four years ago. Also, numerous 
breaks were observed in the levees of previously confined 
disposal areas. At several of the levee breaks, large amounts 
of sediment had escaped and become deposited in the shallows 
outside the disposal area. This can adversely affect fishery 
resources in the area because, as noted in the FWS report of 
July 29, 1970, "Barroom, Espirito Santo, and Shoalwater Bays 
are shallow in depth, varying from a few inches to about 4 
feet in the project area. Shoalwater Bay is especially suited 
as a nursery habitat for fishes and crustaceans. Dense 
growths of submerged and emergent vegetation occupy much of 
these shallow areas. Oyster reefs occur in the western parts 
of Barroom and Shoalwater Bays." 

399 



.. ' 

2 

Likewise, vegetation and oyster beds around the unconfined 
disposal areas in Matagorda and San Antonio Bays are subject 
to frequent change as the banks er:,erge and subsequently erode 
into the open bays that are subject to considerable wave 
action. 

In view of the above, we offer the following recommendations 
in addition to those contained in the FWS report: 

1. Disposal Areas No. 118, 119, and 120 should be com­
pletely confined prior to the next maintenance of this reach. 
Levees should be constructed along the backsides of the 
emergent spoil banks at or above the mean high water shoreline. 

2. Effluent from these confined disposal areas should be 
directed into the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway through appro­
priately placed weirs, sluice gates, or other water drainage 
structures. Also, the structures in Disposal Area No. 117 
that presently direct effluent into the channel between 
Matagorda and Barroom Bays should be relocated, or restructured, 
to allow effluent to drain directly into the GIWW. 

3. All backside and end levees should be sufficiently 
and frequently maintained to preclude the flow or erosion of 
dredged materials into Barroom, Espiritu Santo, and Shoalwater 
Bays and their tributary channels. 

4. Within six months prior to commencement of mainten­
ance dredging, the Corps of Engineers shquld have an investi­
gation conducted to determine the locations and density of sub­
merged grasses, tidal marsh, and oyster beds that may have 
developed in and adjacent to unconfined disposal areas. From 
these investigations, the Corps, in consultation with the 
Federal and State fish and wildlife agencies, should designate 
locations for pipeline discharge points within the disposal 
areas that would cause the least damage to the submerged 
grasses, oyster beds, and tidal marsh. 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this Federal project. 
Please send detailed plans for each maintenance dredging opera­
tion to the Area Supervisor, NMFS, 4700 Avenue u, Galveston, 
Texas 77550. 

Sincerely, 

r /_ L / / (, ( __ 
1
, [_ // 

I , , ' 

William H. Stevenson 
Regional Director 
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Sla:CO-M 

Mr. Vllllma B. ltevenaon 
Regional Director 
National t'..arine Ficherie• lft'Yice 
9450 Gandy lloulovard 
It. Peteraburs, Florida 33702 

Dear Mr. Btennson1 

------------~ 

30 .April 197.5 

Jtaferenca i• made·to your latter dated 6 January 1975 coacernin.g Public 
llotlce No. Imrl-K ... 10 on maintenance dredging of the G\llf Intr•coutal 
llat"1"Y117 fTOll Matagorda !lay t:o San Antonio ky, TllXU. 

lee~ndition No. 1 - Portion• of Di1poaal Ma.a• Hoa. 118, 119, and 
UO are presently 1e·1ec.d. Dr~&• matorlal 1.'111 be dcpo•ittd over the 
aiattna cre1t within the diapoaal areaa. Toa laveu Will be c:.onatructed 
along the apec.ified hack llmita end end• •• the areu beoGmll emergeut, abOYa 
>&em High 'Water and are large auougb to cort:.aln. the drsdged material vi.thin 
a perimeter levee aystem. 

aecommandatlon lto. 2 - lain Di•po•al ArMll »oa. 118, 119, and 120 are 
.totally confined, ve will place spillway• lD cucb a locat.ioa chat. diRharge wt.11 
laie directed into the GTh"W. We "111 relocate the apillway DB Di•Ponl Area No .. 
117 .. J'OU - .._ .. ,, . ...iac1. 

• 
llec~tion !lo. 3 - All autlq i-... will I>• r~racl, u aeceaeuy, 

prior t:o ea<:h ... 1.ntenance dradsl.Dg job. 

Recorenttnd•tion No. 4 - V. haYe tnltiated. plau to .mte a aurvey of t:he 
tmcon.finad. diapo•al Qreaa for the Pf'aMDC• of eubmerged graaue. tidal marab 1 

and oy•ter bed.a. Bued on th• find.in__~• of our e-t.aff biologi•t•, we will make 
adjuatment• to our diapoaat pl.au aa dateraiued ueceaaary and f .. aible. 
tlowewar, ,,. cannot concur 111 J'OUr sune•tion. that discharge point• be 
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. SllCCO-M 

Hr. William B. lteven1on 
30 April 1975 

predesignated for each con.tract. Wh11G an. offort will be made to avoid 
envirOD:ml!ntally •en•itiv• area•, predeaignetion of discharge point• 1• 
not feaaible from a contr&etual atandpotnt. 

'l'hank you for your review and comment•. 

Copy furnhhed I 
Are.a SuperviltOT 
JIMrS, Galveaton, Texaa 77550 
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IN REPLY REfER TO: 

AIRMAIL 

UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
e:-;::;;n;.sa:::·:::...:::::: • · :.:1fa'¥h-:;::t41 

POST OFFICE BOX 1306 
ALBJQUERQJE, NEW MEXICO 67103 

December 27, 1974 

District Engineer 
Attn: SWGCO-M 
Corps of Engineers, U. S. Arrrr.t 
Post Office Box 1229 
Galveston, Texas 77550 

Dear Sir: 

RB 

Reference is made to your Public Notice No. IWW-M-10, dated Novem­
ber 29, 1974, pertaining to the maintenance dredging of the Gulf 
lntracoastal Waterv.oay (Main Channel) from Matagorda Bay to San 
Antonio Bay, Texas. 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service transmitted a letter report on 
this maintenance dredging project to the Corps of Engineers on 
July 29, 1970. It is noted that the recommendations offered in 
that July 1970 report have been incorporated into the project plans 
as reflected in the public notice. 

A recent (Decerrber 12, 1971+) aerial reconnaissance of the general 
project area was conducted by representatives of the Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Department, the National Marine Fisheries Service, and 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. Extensive beds of subrrerged 
vegetation were found to 1 ie adjacent to or, in some instances, 
just within the aquatic limits of all of the disposal areas in Bar­
room, Espiritu Santo, and Shoalwater Bays. Subrrerged vegetation 
is extremely valuable as fish and wildlife habitat and greatly 
enhances the total productivity of an entire estuarine ecosystem. 
In addition, it was observed that the small channel which provides 
an important connection between Barroon ax! Matagorda Bays is pro­
gressively being filled in. The flow of previous spoil effluent 
into the channel from the water release structure of Disposal Area 
No. 117, 1 ocated on the northern edge of the channel, appears to 
be the cause. Further blockage of the channel would cut off a 
natural circulation pattern between the two bays. Additionally, 
shoals would be created that would impinge upon the submerged vege­
tation and, hence, would significantly reduce the productivity of 
the eastern pa rt of Bar room Bay. 
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As a result of the observations made during the aerial survey it 
is evident that additional modifications are needed at certain 
spoil sites to provide better protection to the prime areas of 
aquatic habitat. Our observations huve'indicated that the drainage 
spillway at Disposal Area No. 117 should be relocated to eliminate 
the flow of spoil effluent into Barroom Bay. Furthermore, we noted 
a need to confine dredged materials to emergent land along the 
southern limits of Disposal Areas Nos. 118, 119, 120, and 121. We 
propose to recommend these modifications in a future report on this 
project segment. Therefore, we request notification well in ad­
vance of the next scheduled maintenance dredging so that we may 
have adequate time for field examinations and the preparation of 
another re po rt. 

Appreciation is extended for the opportunity to comment on this 
public notice. 

Sincerely yours, 

ti!-&~/ 
R.egi ona l Di rector 

cc: 
Executive Director, Texas Parks and Wild. Dept., Austin, Tex. 
Regional Director, Nat 1 l Mar. Fish. Serv., St. Petersburg, Fla. 
Area Suprv., NMFS, Envr. Assmt. Div., Galveston, Tex. 
Regional Administrator, EPA, Reg. VI, Dallas, Tex. 
F.ield Suprv., FWS, Div. of River Basin Studies, Galveston, Tex. 
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SllGCO•M 30 April 1975 

-Mr. W. O. Nelaon, Jr. 
l.egional i)irector 
U. 6. 71ah and Wildlife Service 
•· o. Box 1306 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87103 

,Dear Mr. NelaonJ 

hference la made to your letter dated 27 December 1974 concerning Public 
Notice No. IWV-M-10 on maintenance dredging of the Gulf Intracoaatal 
Waterway from Matagorda Bay to San Antonio Bay. Texaa. 

Concerning Dispoaal Area ~o. 117, we will relocate the apillway aa you 
have reccmznended. Portion• of Diapoaal Area Noa. 118 1 119, and 120 and 
121 are preaently lev~. J:)redge materit1.l will be depoaited over exiat ... 
lng cre1t within theaa diaposal areas. Toe levee• will be conatructad 
along the apecified back limit• and ends ea the are.a• become emergent 
above Hean High Water and are large enough to obtain the dredged material 
within a perimeter levee ayatem. A.a requested, we will continue to furnish 
your local office pl.an• and specification• for rfl'iaw during che adv•rtiaing 
period for each contract. 

'lhank you for your review and comaent1. 

Copy furnished: 
Field Superviaor 
USl'WS • Corpua Chriati, Texaa 78411 

llncerely jroura. 

Z. D • McGXlll!E 
Chief. Con.truction.­
Operation• Df.viaion 
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SOUTHWESTERN REGIONAL OFFICE 
John L. Franson, Representative 
luuisiana , . 
New MeJdco 
TeYas 
(Mexico) 

NATIONAL AUDUBON SOCIETY 
2507 ROGGE LANE, AUSTIN. TEXAS 78723 - PHONE (512) 928-2047 

June 30, 1975 

Colonel Oon S. McCoy 
District Engineer 
Corps of Engineers 
P.O. Box 1229 
Galveston, Texas 77550 
RE: PUBLIC NOTICE NO. IWW-M-10 - MAINTENANCE DREDGING OF GULF 

(MAIN CHANNEL) - MATAGORDA BAY INTRACOASTAL WATERflAY 
TO SAN ANTONIO BAY 

Dear Colonel Mc Coy: 

In regard to the proposed plans for spoil disposal 
associated with maintenance dredging of the above mentioned area, 
we have reviewed correspondence from your office and that of the 
National Marine Fisheries Service and we have inquired from various 
members familiar with the area. 

Our reservations in regard to the project are adequately 
expressed in the correspondence that your office has received from 
the National !~arine Fisheries Service. dated January 6, 1975. 

Please register our support of this letter which reflects 
our reservations in any future documentations. 

cc: 

Representative 

Council on Environmental Quality 
Environmental Protection Agency, Regional Office 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
National Marine Fisheries Service. NOAA 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, .A.lbuquerque 
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 
Texas General Land Office 
National Audubon Society - Messrs. Callison, Blankinship, Paul 
Houston Audubon Society 
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llr. John. L. Franson 
Soutbwe•t 9.egional &epresentati.a 
5ational Audubon Society 
2507 Rogge Lme 
A1111tin, ten. 78723 

J>ear Mr. lr•mon t 

18 Augaat 1975 

Thi• i• in reply to your letter dated :30 J'UDe 1975 eoncenllng Public 
·)1ot1ce Ho. IW'Y-M-10 OD. maintonnce dredging of thil Calf lntracouU.l 
Vaterwey -from Matagorda !Say to .Sl':D Autooio -.,., Teiu .. 

Ve have completed our review of t.ha 6 .January 1975 Jla.tioa.a.l Marine 
l'i•heri.es Service letter refareneed in your letter. On 30 April l97S, 
the Corpa issued its response tb...:. the litltional. lt.."IT"~ l'iaberiee Service, 
ate.ting OUT intention.a to CC:3.JJlY with their ree~tious vbcre po.•ibl•, 
bued on vhat is com idered ia. the. beat OT8rall public 1.Atereat.. 

Your lotter ha• ba&n pl•ced in our pl?X"l'U1Del1t ncord.s file for tho CIW­
l!latagorda Bay to SSD Ancon.io Bay public notice, mid it vlll be giYeD full 
conaiderat..ion 1D. any future documantatioraa. 

Thank 70U. for your miew .m cw rate. 

Sincuely youre, 

I:. I>. Jlecmw: 
Olief, Conat:ruct.ion­
Operationa l>i..Uion 
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SUPPIEMENT NO. 13 

SAN ANTONIO BAY TO CORPUS CHRISTI BAY 

1. PROPOSED ACTION. The proposed Federal action is 
continued periodic maintenance dredging of the Gulf 
Intracoastal Waterway (GIWW) main channel section between 
San Antonio Bay and Corpus Christi Bay. This portion of 
the federally maintained 12-foot deep by 125-foot wide 
Gulf Intracoastal Waterway extends from San Antonio 
Bay, in the vicinity of Live Oak Point, southwesterly 
through Aransas Bay to Corpus Christi Bay. Exiting San 
Antonio Bay, the channel passes through Bludworth Island 
on the north shore of Mesquite Bay and enters Aransas 
Bay. It then crosses Aransas Bay and turns toward the 
mainland, passing near the Channel to Rockport and 
branches to the modified GIWW route and the Lydia Ann 
Channel. The modified route follows a land cut along the 
northwest shore of Redfish Bay to near the City of Aransas 
Pass, Texas, intersecting the Channel to Aransas Pass. 
Leaving the Channel to Aransas Pass, the GIWW continues 
to follow the northwest shore of Redfish Bay passing the 
Ransom Island Channel and intersecting the deep water 
Corpus Christi Ship Channel at Port Ingleside. The GIWW 
follows the Corpus Christi Ship Channel inland and turns 
into Corpus Christi Bay following the Channel to Encinal 
Peninsula. It then heads southwestward, crossing Corpus 
Christi Bay which has natural depths of 12 "to 13 feet 
and is,therefore,not normally maintained. The channel 
exits the bay between Mustang Island and the mainland at 
Encinal Peninsula. 

1.01 The Lydia Ann Channel is also maintained along 
this reach of the GIWW. This original route of the GIWW 
branches with the modified route near the Channel to 
Rockport and extends across Aransas Bay to Harbor Island 
and a jtmction with the Corpus Christi Ship Channel near 
Port Aransas, Texas. Additionally, there is a barge 
mooring basin 100 feet wide and 2,500 feet long which is 
maintained on the south side of the Corpus Christi Ship 
Channel across from Port Ingleside. All depths are 
measured below Mean Low Tide (Corps of Engineers datum). 
Contract pipeline dredges are used to maintain the channel. 
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The dredging frequency for selected reaches of this channel 
varies from 24 - 60 months. The quantity of material 
removed per contract is about 1.6 million cubic yards. 
Portions of the project were last maintained during the 
period of May-August 1974. The portion of the GIWW 
from San Antonio Bay to Corpus Christi Bay utilizes 37 
disposal areas for contract pipeline disposal operations. 
Disposal areas for the entire Texas section of the GIWW 
ma.in channel are numbered sequentially from Port Arthur 
to Port Isabel. The disposal areas in this reach are 
numbered 126 through 163 on Figures 2 through 14 in the 
attached public notice. 

2. NEED FOR ACTION. Periodic maintenance is required 
to prevent shoaling from halting or restricting naviga­
tion on the channel. Benefits of continued maintenance 
dredging of the channel are derived almost entirely from 
comrnercial navigatio-.~, including inland waten\1ay barge 
tows and service vessels. The recorded tonnage handled 
by ports and moved on the GIWW between Galveston Bay 
and Corpus Christi Bay in 1974 ,..;as 20. 7 n1illion tons 
and included such commodities as crude petroleum, gaso­
line, other petroleum products, cl1emicals, marine shells, 
minerals, and iron and steel products. The Gl'WW has 
grown consistently and has contributed substantially to 
the regiona 1 and na tj_ona 1 economy. A recent study by 
Texas A&M University has placed the value of the channel 
to the State of Texas at a total of more than $19 billion 
per year. 

3. ENVIRO!lNENTAL SETTING. 

3.01 Fish and wildlife habitat which would be affected 
by the project includes portions of San Antonio Bay, 
Ayres Bay, Mesquite Bay, Carlos Bay, Aransas Bay, Redfish 
Bay, and Corpus Christi Bay, as well as the tidal flats, 
dispos&l islands, and tidal marshes which border or 
subdivide these bays. 

3.02 The bay waters are relatively clear and support 
large beds of shoalgrass, turtlegrass, and associated 
flora. They provide brackish-water habitat for spotted 
seatrout, red drum, black drum, sheepshead, flounder, 

409 



croaker, bay anchovy, menhaden, shrimp, and blue crab. 
Numerous oyster reefs occur adjacent to the main channel 
of the waterway, primarily in Aransas Bay. Most of these 
reefs are productive in years of ab1.nldant rainfall. 
Sport and commercial fishing is intensive in the project 
area. 

3.03 The tidal flats are sparsely vegetated with patches 
of glasswort, saltgrass, and saltflat grass. Disposal 
islands also may be vegetated, but many have a barren 
surface of sand and shell. There are a few tidal marshes 
fringing the barrier islands and the shores of the bays. 
Needlerush and cordgrass are common here. The flats and 
marshes and the shallO\l.•er portions of the bays are 
important as breeding and nursery habitat for fishes and 
crustaceans. 

3.04 Many species of shore and wading birds inhabit 
the project area. Herons, egrets, pelicans, ibises, 
cranes, and the roseate spoonbill use the area for rest­
ing, feeding, and nesting. Endangered species known to 
range in the project area include Florida manatee, right 
whale, sperm whale, blue whale, finback whale, Attwater's 
prairie chicken, southern bald eagle, brown pelican, 
Eskimo curlew, Arctic peregrine falcon, American pere­
grine falcon, whooping crane, American alligator, Atlantic 
ridley, hawksbill turtle, and leatherback turtle. The 
world's only population of wild whooping cranes winter on 
the Aransas National Wildlife Refuge and adjacent islands. 

3.05 Waterfowl are seasonally abundant. Important 
species include the redhead, pintail, widgeon, scaup, 
teals, shoveler, baldpate, canvasback, and Canada, snow, 
and blue geese. Large numbers of redheads and pintails 
feed on the submerged grass beds. The mottled duck, a 
resident species, is known to nest on densely vegetated 
islands in the bays adjoining and south of the Aransas 
National Wildlife Refuge. The numerous duck blinds which 
dot the bays and flats are evidence of the intensive 
hunting which the area receives. 

3.06 A section of the main channel between Stations 
772+000 and 83G+OOO cuts through the southern margin 
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of the Aransas National Wildlife Refuge creating several 
narrow is lands so•Jth of the chan11el. The world 1 s only 
population of wild whooping cr~nes winters on the refuge 
and on the islands. These birds are of great economic 
importance: to thfs coastal area by virtue of the tourism 
which they engender. Their aesthetic value is considered 
priceless by many people. 

3.07 Dredging operations will be carried out near two 
bird sanctuaries administered by the National Audubon 
Society. One is located on the Second Chain of Islands 
in Ayres Bay below Station 791+000 of the main channel; 
the other is located on Harbor Island southwest of the 
Lydia Ann Channel at about Station 937+000. 

4. [IDVERSE ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS. 

4.01 Maintenance dredging of this reach of the GIWW will 
have an adverse effect on the natural e11vironrnent. The 
significance of these effects will vary according to 
location of disposal areas, disposal practices, type of 
bottom mate!.~ial bf'.ing dredged, and quantity of similar 
surroundi11g l1abitat. 

4.02 Dredgin~'l...!. The removal of shoal materials accumu­
lated in the channel and basin will disturb or remove 
swimming and benthic organisms. However, because of 
pollutants that ma)• be found in some sediments, instability 
of the sediments, and frequency of maintenance dredging, 
it is expected that ~opulations of bottom dwelling organ­
isms are low in the ch3nne 1 bottoms. Otl'1er detrimenta 1 
effects of dredging include turbidity caused by the action 
of the Cl1tterhead assernbly, resuspension of pollutants 
in that turbid area, and destruction of any fish or 
crustaceans caught by the cutter or pulled into the pipe­
line by tl1e pump. These effects are limited to an area 
innnediately surrounding the dredge cutterhead. 

4.03 Normally, maintenance dredging does not destroy 
any submerged vegetation or oysters, as channel depths 
preclude development of vegetation because of reduced 
sunlight penetration, and the soft materials constantly 
accumulating on the chan11el bottom prevent oysters from 
developing. Dredging usually has little effect on motile 
marine species as they are able to avoid the dredge. 
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4.04 Disoosal. The most significant adverse environ­
mental effects are associated with disposal methods 
rather than dredging. Disposal practices along this 
reach include both open water and land disposal. 

4.05 Open Water Disposal. Open water disposal of dredged 
materials is often considered to be more environmentally 
detrimental than land disposal because of the effects 
of highly visible localized turbidity, burial of bottom 
dwelling organisms, compartmentalization of bay areas, 
resuspension of pollutants, and burial of submerged 
aquatic vegetation. Open water disposal is not entirely 
detrimental. A number of beneficial aspects are known, 
including formation of bird nesting areas where islands 
develop, creation of suitable substrate for oysters, 
resuspension of nutrients, and provision of public 
recreational areas. 

4.06 Turbidities. Turbidities associated with open 
water disposal have some damaging effects on productivity 
of the bay ecosystem. High turbidities reduce photo­
synthetic activity and could cause suffocation of small 
fish and other marine animals by coating gill tissues 
with sediment particles. Reduction of photosynthetic 
activity results in a corresponding reduction at the 
base of the aquatic food chain. This loss will be pro­
jected up the food chain, resulting in fewer organisms 
available for man's use. That loss which does occur 
may be in part compensated for by increases in produc­
tivity following resuspension of nutrients and aeration 
of sediments and organic matter. 

4.07 Bottom animal populations are reduced when their 
habitats are covered with a heavy silt layer. Some of 
the more mobile organisms are able to work upward through 
the silt while the sessile organisms perish. 

4.08 Oyster reefs can be severely affected by siltation, 
depending on their height above the surrotmding level 
bottom. Low profile reefs in the path of a silt flow can 
be covered, resulting in loss of any existing oysters. 
In some cases, the silt is not removed by wave action and 
the reef becomes permanently buried. Higher reefs gener­
ally will not be covered by silt. 
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4. 09 Swinrrning a11ima ls are the least severely affected 
by siltation from dredging. Because of their motility, 
they are able to leave an affected area. 

4.10 Disposal of dredged materials in open water will 
cover any submerg-cd aquatic: vegetation that exists in the 
disposal area. In nearly all cases, areas that will be 
used for deposition of sediments have previously been 
used for this purpose. Therefore, that vegetation which 
will be covered ha.s develop(od on sedim~nts deposited 
during previous dredging. It can be assumed that past 
development will be repeated and that the areas of freshly 
deposited sediment will be covered with new grov1th of 
vegetation. 

4.11 Another important oosslbility for dredging related 
.adverse environmental effects is that of compartr.ientaliza­
tion of bay ar~as. This can result from long continuous 
disposal areas blocl'-ing or changing tl1e normal current 
patterns in bay a1·eas. Past drec1girlg in this reach is 
not knrnm to have caused any significant adverse effects 
of this t)?P{_~. 

4.12 Open 1vater djs1)osal of polluted sediments is of 
much greater ccnce1:~1 arid presc~nts more problems than land 
disposal. The main concern results frcxn the possibility 
that pollt1tants resuspended by dredging may enter the 
1narine food chain, causing 11igh concentrations of toxic 
materials in sport .crad commercial species. Otl1er possible 
effects inclurie fish kills, lc-wered ph)rtoplankton pro­
ductivity, and exclusion of desirable species of benthic 
organisms from the disposal areas. There is also the 
possibility of aGverse effect~ on marine life such as 
impairment of reproductive capacity and increased 
susceptibility to disease, parasites, and predation. 

4.13 Fish kills along this reach as a result of resus­
pended pollutants are considered possible but unlikely. 
Past dredging is not kno\vn to 11ave caused any fish kills; 
and since sediments dredged in the past were in all probabil­
ity at least as polluted as those that will be dredged 
in the future, fish kills are not anticipated. 
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4.14 Land Disposal. Adverse environmental effects of 
disposal of dredged material on land include destruction 
of vegetati.on; loss of foraging, feeding, nesting, and 
resting areas for birds, mammals, and reptiles~ temporary 
reduction of air quality in the immediate vicinity; and 
long-term partial suppression of the productivity of the 
disposa 1 area. 

4.15 When a land area is used for disposal of dredged 
IM teria ls, most of t11e vegetation is covered or destroyed, 
particularly where containment levees are used. This 
loss of vegetation forces birds, mammals, and reptiles 
to leave the area until the vegetation recovers. Recovery 
of the vegetation usually begins within 6 months to a 
year. Considering the very small relative size of the 
total area used for disposal when compared to the thousands 
of square miles of similar habitat in the surrounding 
coastal area, it is doubted that such effects are signi­
ficant. 

4.16 In some instances, the disposal of dredged materials 
on land results in the degradation of air quality as a 
result of the release of odors. These odors are caused 
by the decay of organic materials that l1ad collected on 
the channel bottom and decay of vegetation in the dis­
posal area. If necessary, these odors can be controlled 
by chemically treating with a proprietary product contain­
ing essential oils and deodorized kerosene. 

4.17 The primary significant long-term adverse environ­
mental effect that results from land disposal of mainte­
nance dredged materials is the suppression of productivity 
in the disposal areas. Because of repeated disposal 
of materials, the vegetation is not in a constant state 
of ma.xirnum productivity. ?-1aximurn productivity occurs 
only between the time of full recovery and the next 
deposition of sediments. This time period is highly 
variable, running from two to ten years for most areas. 
Where a disposal area is used for the first time, the 
vegetation will normally change to a lower quality type. 
This may permanently lower the productivity of an area. 
Changes in vegetation type will be minimal, as most areas 
to be used for disposal have been used previously, and the 
changes have already occurred. 
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4.18 Disposal of dredged materials in marshes is signi­
ficantly detrirr,ental to the ecology of the surrounding 
bay systems. Such disposal has the effect of converting 
the highly productive ~Brsh area to a high ground area 
witl1 a corresponding change in types of vegetation. 
Marsh~s are highly productive, often contributing as much 
as ten tons of organic matter per acre to the bay systems 
every year. Because of the high value placed on marsh 
lands as primary food source areas, dredging practices 
have been changed to avoid disposal in marsi1 areas 'ivherever 
practicable. 

4.19 Out of 51,700 acres of marsh adjacent to this reach 
of the Gl~1W,approximately 375 acres or 0.7 percent may 
be affected by fL1ture <lizpt)Sa 1 operations. The 51, 700 
acres of marsh acljacent to the Gli·;·11 do not include 
marsh areas surrounding the major bays cind river inlets. 
-The estimate was prepared by Corps of Engineers personnel 
from the most recent coa~t charts a\•ailc_1ble. It has not 
been practicable to make surveys of each area to deter­
mine the exact e),tent of marsh land t;.;iithin the disposal 
area li.r.lits, 1'11e estimates ;ire, therefore, based primCirily 
on v\.:getntio11 cover shoi;·:n on the coast cha1'ts. It is 
considered t11at r.J.uch of the .screage includec.1 as marsh 
to be CO";ercd h~s been cc,vc:red by past dredging and is 
no longer mnrsl1. It is beli.eved tf1at reduction of rnarsh 
areas caused by dredgl.ng of this reach will be minimal. 

5. A~TER.NJ,1'1\1'£~ All appa1·ent alternative methods l'aave 
been investigated in sufficient detail to detern1ine their 
viability. Consideration of alternatives includes effects 
on the economic and social 'vell-being of the area, state, 
and nati0:1, as V.'ell as the effects on the natural environ­
tn(~nt of the project area. The "no action 11 alternative 
has been considered, as well as alternate methods of dis­
posal. Investieation has indicated that, of the alter­
natives examined, the only environn1cntally and eco11omically 
feasible plan at this time is continued maintenance dredg­
ing and disposal in the manner and locations as described 
in the public notice with the reconunended cl1anges described 
in Section 6 of this summary. 

6. RESPONSES TO THE PUBLIC NOTICE. A public notice 
describing the proposed action and soliciting comments 
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was issued 21 January 1975 as required by Federal dredging 
regulations (33 CFR 209.145). Six responses to public 
notice No. IWW-M-13 for this reach of the channel have 
been received. One favorable response was received from 
the city of Corpus Christi, Texas; and ?-Ir. Raulie L. 
Irwin, Jr. offered dry land-disposal areas to replace 
open water disposal areas No. 147, 148, 149, and 150. 
Further investigation of these alternate disposal sites 
is being made~and,if fot1nd to be acceptable, they will be 
used. The Rockport Conservation Association, Inc. strongly 
opposed the project and requested that all dredged mater­
ial be deposited in a manner that will not jeopardize 
the nursery, rearing grotmds, and harvest areas essential 
to sport and commercial fisl1erics of t11e area. The 
association also urged full cooperation with State and 
Federal fish and wildlife agencies. A copy of the draft 
Environmental Statement was sent to the Rockport Conserva­
tion .-\ssociation in an effort to shmv the coordination 
efforts underway with the various conservation agencies 
and the measures being taken to reduce adverse environ­
mental effects that could result from the project. 
J. Rochelle, Student, S~ru Envir01.1mental Law Clinic,re­
quested that specific evaluations of the adverse effects 
of the project on the environreent be r.iade and suggested 
that a public notice concerning the relative environmental 
effects of this project be iss~ed. J. Rochelle was 
advised to refer to 33 CFR 209,145 for the policies, 
practices, and procedures followed by the Corps of 
Engineers in Federal projects which involve the disposal 
of dredged raaterial and to refer to the Environmental 
Statement for information on environmental effects of this 
project. The USFWS and ~'1-iFS reiterated the comments made 
in a final coordination report dated 11 October 1974. 
Additionally,the NMFS requested field investigation to 
deterrr:.ine the existence of subn~2rged and intertidal. 
vegetation a11d o:ysters in unconfined disposal areas and 
that necessary adjustments in disposal plans be made to 
protect these areas. The USF&WS also suggested the dis­
continuation of the Redfish Bay cutoff and use of the 
Lydia Ann Channel to Port Aransas as an alternate route 
to prevent the 11 potentiallv severe ecological damage to 
Redfish Bay11 that could result from continued disposal 
operations as proposed. The Corps of Engineers is 
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diI"ected to ma in ta in the Autl1orized channel. However, 
since the State of Texas has assumed local sponsor 
responsibilicies for the c.1,.,-,.;' it is nc:rw possible to 
obtain nei;.;r disposal areas on environmentally acceptable 
high gro11nd ;::reas. The final coordinfltion report also 
recornmen<led that certain disposal areas be deleted or 
redt1ced to ~izes :1ot feasible for use. The c:ircas recom­
mended for de let ion ir.c lude dir:posa 1 RreEJ s Nos. 128, 14 7 
152, 156, 158-159, and 162, and those recommended for 
reduction to sizes not feasi.b1e for use include disposal 
areas 129, 1_53, 15 1:, and 1 __ 57. The l<)<'.Dl sponsor 'vill 
be requested to furnish new arens to replace these areas. 
As requested, st1rve~',c: to dete1~•nine the ex is tance of sub­
merge<1 and :!11tertil;011 V(;'?,et<J!..ior1 .J1)d O)'Sters in uri.confined 
disposal areas will be m£Jde. J,djustm·'?nts in disposal 
plons, as determir1ed by these surV<?}'S i;.»:i.11 be made. 
Ad,1 it:Lonal~_y, ~,cve:·,:iJ_ of t:11c c~·:_sposal a1·eas in thi.s reac11 
?-Te locateu- ,.1ithir1 tf:c .4.ran."'-DS U.atior1nl \lilc.life r:.efuge 
The dispOS.11 s".tc ~ in this r~f1;,3e orE COG':"din.1tf'd each 
tir.:te d;_·ccigins;; is rcqt1i1·ed ir: :Jl.·J.er to prever1t dc:i::;.1g2s 
to or enl1:Jnce the er1viro11'.'.1er:t for the rzi1~e and endan£:ered 
w1--ioopin;; CJ"811cs. J)if-:)oscil s·ltcs 8re st1bject to cl1onge 
on she-rt rrot"ice ir: oi·cler tc) r>;·citect t}1e crane's l·,abitnt, 
Stich cl1fln:;es are f'"12<1e to fJrotect the ncitural eci.\ri.ronm12nt 
to t110 r:~:::-:i ..... t''' rr.:,ct:! ,..;:-,l1le C'~'-tcnt and are ft1lly· coordinated 
i;.7ith tl-:.e l1.S. :t'isi1 n11ci i,,'ildli.fe Service. 

7. EJ:.l\TIR0l·:t·.£}1T1\1_ __ TI~OTECTIO!'J t\GF.<:-:CY AP~~_OVAL. A request 
for approval, bJ' :F?A, t)f dred,Cji11g and dredged material 
disposal pla11s under 33 C?R 2.09.ll:-5 lrill be made in the 
near future. 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
GALVll!:8TON DISTftlCT. CORPS 01" KNGINEERS 

P.O. BOX 1229 
GALVll!:STON, TEXA8 771550 

PUBLIC NOTICE NO. IWW-M-13 

PAINTENANCE DREDGING 

21 January 1975 

GULF lNTRACOASTAL ',,,'ATER'v.'AY (~'; CHA~,'l.'EL) - SAN ANTONIO BAY 
TO CORPUS CflR.ISTI BAY 

":'":.is public '.'lotice is issued in accordance with provisions of established 
?e::eral regulEtions, Title 33 CFR 209.145, concerning the policy, practice 
.<::-.:: procedures to be fol lov:ed by the Corps of Engineers in connection with 
~~e dispoE~l of dredged material in navigable waters or the transportation 
=! ~redged material for the purpose of dep~siting it in ocean waters asso­
: ~ated with Federal projects. 

:-·:-.is notice> is being distributed to all interested State and Federal agencies 
e.:-id known interested persons in order to assist in develo;:iing facts and 
:-eco~,endations concerning the proposed continuation of tnaintenance dredgin,;:: 
2::ti\..•ities. Co:ri;nents r1ust be sub:nitted to the District Engineer at the abciYe 
a2dress o~·. or before 21 February 1975. 

~ai..·s under which the: proposed dredging is to be reviewed: 

Feder~l Water Pollution C~ntrol Act 
CoastPl Zone Managereent Act of 1972 
Nati("'1al Environ.niental Policy Act of 1969 
Fish und \..'ildlife Act of 1956 
t~igratory t:arine Game-Fish Act 
Fish ~nd Wildlife Coordination Act 
Endangered Species Act of 1973 
National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 

PROJECT: •:ulf Intracoastal Waterway (Main Channel) 
C:irpus Chr .. sti Bay. 

San Antonio Bay to 

"PROJECT LGCATION: Near the Aransas National 1,-,'ildlife Refuge, and the 
Cities of ,·.ockport, Aransas Pass, and Corpus Christi, in Calhoun, Aransas, 
2nd Nueces Counties, Texas, respectively. 

P!<OJECT DE'lCRIPTION: This portion of the Federally maintained 12-foot deep 
:~"· 125-fort wide Gulf Intracoastal Waterway (GIWW) extends from San Antonio 
P,.~y, in tl12 vicinity of Live Oak Paint, snuth· • .'esterly through Aransas Bay to 
c..-,rpus Christi Bay, Exiting San Antonio Bay the channel passes through 
Bludworth Island on the north shore of tlesquite Bay and enters Aransas Bay. 
It then crosses Aransas Bay 2nd turns toward the mainland, passing near 
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SWGCO-M PUBLIC 110TlCE !l:J. I'..J".¥-M-13 21 January 1975 

the Channel to Rockport and branches to the modified GIWW route and the 
Lydia Ann Channel. The modified route foll°"1s a land cut along the north­
west shore of RL-dfish Bay to near the cj ty of Arans.:is Pass, Texas, inter­
secting the Channel to ArE.nses Pass, Leaving the Channel to At ans es Pass, 
the GI'WW continuc·s to fo1lo\..' the northwest shore of Redfish Bay passing 
the Rnnsom Island Channel and intersecting the deep water Corpus Christi 
Ship Channel at Port Ingleside. The Gl\..'W follo ... ·s the Corpus Christi Ship 
Channel inland and turns into Corpus Chyisti Bay foll awin~ the Encinal 
Channel. It the:~1 heads $(•uthwest-.·tird, rrossing Corpus Christi Bay which 
has natural depths of 12 to 13 feet and is therefore not norr..ally maintained. 
The channel exits the bay het· ... •een }'.ustanr; Island find the r:iainland at Encinal 
Peninsula. 

The Lydia Ann Channel is also naint,1incd along this reac:h of the GlW'W. This 
original route nf the GD-ii-I br<inches with the modified route near the Ch3nnel to 
Rockport and extends across /,rans.:i.s Bay to Har!Jor Island and a junction with 
the Corpus Christi Ship Cha~n~l near Port Aransas, Texas. A:::'ditionally, there 
is a hnrt:e moorinr: ~Jasin JOO feet \.·ide 2nC 2,500 feet long which is r.iaintaine:::' 
on the south side of the COY-pus Chric;t:i Ship Cha:lncl across fron Port Ir.t:lesiC:.e, 
All depths are nieasured belo·,.• :-:ean Lo..,, Tir:e (Corps of Enr;ineers datum). 

DISPOS.A.'~ A7.Z£AS: The pot·tian o: the GlW'I' frOr:'. San Ar1tonio Bay t::> Corpus Christi 
Bay utilizes 37 disposal areas for contract pipeline disposal operations. 
Disposal areas for the entire Texa5 5cction of tl1e GI\}\~ r:1air. channel are 
nur:;':icrec! sequenti<J.11y f._-or:'. Port Arthur to Port ls.'.'.hcl. The disposal are.::i.s 
in this reach ace numbered 126 throu~h 163 (see attached drawings). 

Disposal Area No. 126 is an unleveeC area located north of the channel and 
east of }!us tang Lake. 

Disposnl Area No. 127 is a cnnfined area located south of the channel opposite 
Mustang Lake. 

Disposal Area No, 128 is an unleveecl area located south of the channel and 
west of the Humble Oil and Rig Company Channel. 

Disposal Area No. 129 
one-half unconfined. 

is divided with approximately one-half being 
1'he area is locatC'd in the vicinity of Ayres 

confined 
Bay. 

Disposal Areas Nos. 130 and 131 are confined areas located southeast of the 
waterway in the vicinity of }'.esquite and Carlos Bays. 

Disposal Areas Nos. 132 - l4t1 are all open water areas located north and 
east of the channel in Aransas Bay. 

ar.C 

Disposal Area No, 145 is an unleveed area located east of the Lydia Ann Channel 
near its junction with the Corpus Christi Ship Channel. Since the GIW was 
rerouted in 1960 to pass along upper Redfish Bay, only one small section of 
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the Lydia Ann Channel has been aaintained. Based on this past history, use 
of the area for maintenance of the Lydia Ann Channel is expected to be 
minimal. 

Disposal Area No. 146 is an unleveed area located south of the channel in 
the vicinity of the co ... •e. 

Disposal Areas Nos. 14 7 - 154 are open water and unleveed areas located in 
Red fish Bay. 

Disposal Area No. 155 is a leveed area located south of the waterway in 
the vicinity of the Channel to ArBnsas Pass. 

Disoosal Areas Nos. 156 - 159 are open water areas and Disposal Areas Nos, 
160 - 162 are unleveed areas locnted adjacent to the channel along Redfisb B2y. 

Disposal Area ~o. 163 is a partially leveed area located adjacent to the 
channel near its junction with the Corpus Christi Ship Channel, 

CO!'-'.POSITIQ~; AND QV/,NTITY OF !-iATERL\LS: t-:aterials to be excavated consist 
of fine grained sand, silts, and clays. Shoaling in the channel is a result 
of tidal actiC'n and wind d:-iven waves and currents in the bays associated 
with this reach of the waterway. The shoaling rate for this section of the 
waterway is approxir..ately 500,000 cubic yards ;i.nnually. 

};ET1{0D OF DB_:::DGING: Contract pipeline dredges are used to maintain the 
channel. The dredging frequency for selected reaches of this chan:iel 
varies fro1:1 24 - 60 m;)nths, The quantity of material rere;)ved per contract 
is about 1.6 million cubic yards, Portions of the project were last main­
tained during the period of May - August 1974, 

PROPERTIES /',DJACENT TO DISPOSAL AREAS: Disposal Area No. 126 is bound on the 
southeast by the channel and on all other sides by waters of San Antonio Bay. 

Disposal Areas Nos. 127 and 128 are bound by the channel on the north and on 
all other sides by waters of San Antonio Bay. 

Disposal Area No. 129 is bound by the channel on the north and on all other 
sides by waters of Ayres Bay. 

Disposal Areas Nos. 130 and 131 are bound by the channel on the northwest 
and on all other sides by waters of l-lesquite, Carlos, and Aransas Bays. 

Disposal Arevs Nos, 132 - 144 are all located adjacent to the main channel 
or the Lydia Ann Channel and bound by these channels on one side. The areas 
are bound by waters of Aransas Bay on all other sides, These waters are useC 
primarily for sport and commercial fishing. 

Disposal Area No. 145 is located on the southeast corner of St. Joseph Island. 
The area is bound on the east by the Gulf of }texico, and in the other directions 
by undeveloped lands covered with sand dunes and grasses, 
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Disposal Area N.:i .. 146 is bound by the channel on the north and west and 
by lowlands on the south and east. 

pisposal P.reas N::is. 147 - 154 are all located southeast of the channel and 
bound by it on the north•·:est. The arens are sur1ounded by waters of Redfish 
Bay on all other sides. 'l11ese waters are used primarily for sport and 
commercial fishing. 

Dir,posRl Are;i N'.'l. 155 is bound bv the GI'.,'"W on the \.lest, waters of Rcdfish 
Bay on the north and east, and the Channel to /~rans as Pass on the south. 

Dii;pDsal Arecis N'.)s. 156 - 159 arc open water are-?.s containing some emergent 
lan<l. The: surrounding t.·aters are used for sport and commercial fishing, 

.Uisp':lsal Area ~~:->. 160 is an unleveed area located west of the waterway. The 
area is bound by the ch<1.nncl on the ea<;t, wetlands to the south and west, 
and by a private slip 0~1 the north. 

Disp'.Jsal Are?: ~::i, 161 is an unlevced a1ea loc<et('d west of the "·aten..•ay. The 
area i::; bound by the chan:;el on the e:ist, and lowlands and pre\•ious disposal 
rnounc',s on all other sides. 

~9sal Are<i N:i. 162 is an unleveed area located east of the waterw:iy. Thl": 
area is bound hy the char.;"lel on the west, and by ,;aters of Red fish Bay on 
the reniaining sides. These ,,.aters a~·e usf'd not or1ly for sport and conr•ercial 
fishing, but also for access to local oil wells, 

Dispci~;al Are? N'.J. 163 is e. p.:irtially leveed area located .. :est of the v.•atert.tay. 
The area is bound by the channel on the east, low sandy land on the south and 
west, and an unnaned road on the north. 

DREDGil~G BY 0T1l::'.RS: The Canoe Lake Corporation, City of Aransas Pass, 
Aransas County t.:2.-..•igation District, and several oil companies are the 
principal organizations \.'hich have perforrr.ed dredging operations in the_ 
vicinity of the Federal project in recent years. The estimated quantity 
of materials dreGged annually by nan-Federal agencies is approximately 
170,000 cubic yards. Non-Federal dredging activities are regulated by 
the Department of the An;iy Permit program. 

DESIGNATION OF DISPGSAL SITES: The proposed dispnsal sites have not been 
previously designated by the Administrator, Environmental Protection Agenc1·. 
Howe\'er, the use of these sites has been previously coordinated with EPA. 

COORDI?~ATIO~>: The follo¥.•ing is a list of Federal, State and local agencies 
with ~hom these activities are being coordinated. 

Advisory Council on Historic Preservation 
Region VI Environmental Protection Agency 
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U. S. Department of Commerce 
U, S. Department of the Interior 
Eighth Coast Guard District 
Division of Planning Coordination, State of Texas 
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 
Texas Historical Commission 
Commissioner's Court of Calhoun County 
Commissioner's Court of Aransas County 
Comr:iissioner's Court of Nueces County 

21 January 1975 

ENVIRON:iENTAL STATF:!-'.ENT: Continued maintenance dredging of Gulf Intracoastal 
Waterway will significantly benefit the economic and social well-being of the 
public. The adverse and beneficial effects of dredging and disposal of dreCgeC 
material on navigation, fish and wildlife, water quality, aesthetics, ecology, 
land use, etc., y;ill be evaluated in cccordance with the National Enviror,_,":Jental 
Policy Act of 1969 (P.L. 91 .. 190), A Dr2ft Environrr:ental Statement for the 
entire main chann2l and trlbutaries of the GIV.'W (Texas section) has bee~1 pre­
pared and was filed '-'ith the Cc:iuncil on Environnental Quality on 30 Octotier 191-. 
This reach of the GIW'v.1 frrr.:t San Antonio Bay to Corpus Christi Bay, includin; 
the Lydia Ann Channel, is covere<l in the GI\J'J En·1.riron.":lental StateMent. l'he 
final stRtenent is scheduled to be !'laced on file with Council on Environnente.l 
Quality about rnid-1975 nfter having been coordinated with the above mentioned 
agencies. The drnft statenent is currently being revie'Wed by these agenci.es 
and the pl1blic, and single copies are available upor. request to the District 
Engineer, ATTN: SWGED-E. 

No dredging is presently scheduled for this reach of the GD~W. and a Final 
Environnental Statenent should be en file before the next dredging occurs. 
Howe\•er, should an abnormal shoaling rate cause an emergency situation, tbe 
importance of the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway to coastal navigation will not 
permit postponement of maintenance of the channel until after an Environnental 
Statement is filed with Council on En'-•irornnental Quality 'Without serious impair· 
ment to the navigability of this project. 

Any person who has an interest which may be affected by the disposal of this 
dredged material r.iay request a public hearing. The request must be submitted 
in writing to the District Engineer within 30 days of the date of this notice 
and must clearly set forth the interest which may be affected and the manner 
in which the interest r:iay be affected by this activity. 

Designation of the proposed disposal plan for dredged material associated 
with this Federal project shall be made through the application of guide­
lines promulgated by the Administrator EPA in conjunction 'With the Secretary 
of the Anny. If these guidelines alone prohibit the designation of this 
proposed disposal plan, any potential impairment to the maintenance of navi­
gation, including any economic impact on navigation and anchorage which would 
result from the failure to use this disposal plan will also be considered. 
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COMP£NTS: Persons desiring to express their views or provide information 
to be consider2d in evaluation of the impact of continued maintenance 
dredging are requested to mail their comments to: 

District Engineer 
Galveston District, Corps of Engineers 
ATTN: S~GCO-M 

P. O. Box 1229 
Galveston, Texas 77550 

with Bpecific reference to Public Notice No. l'ri'..J-}1-13 dated 21 January 1975. 

1 Inc 1 
Dra'l.·ing, Jan 75 

~-/~/?~p,,,qciE 
DOt~ S. t-!cCOY P' V 

~Colonel, CE 
~~~ District Engineer 
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March 7, 1975 

Colonel Don S. McCoy 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE 
Duval Building 
9450 Gandy Boulevard 
St. Peter.sburg, Florida 33702 

FSE21/DM 

District Engineer, Galveston District 
Department of the Army, Corps of Engineers 
P.O. Box 1229 
Galveston, TX 77550 

Dear Colonel McCoy: 

The National 1-larine Fisheries Service {NMFS) has reviewed Public 
Notice No. I~·:W-M-13 dated January 21, 1975, wherein the Corps of 
Engineers requested comments on spoil disposal plans associated 
with maintenance dredging of the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway (Main 
Channel) - San Antonio Bay to Corpus Christi Bay. 

By letter dated October 11, 1974, the Fish and Wildlife Service 
{FWS) submitted a report to the Galveston District Engineer 
regarding a plan for spoil disposal in the reach of the waterway 
addressed in this public notice. As indicated in the FWS letter, 
the NMFS assisted in preparation of the report and concurred in 
the recommendations. In a subsequent letter dated Decero~er 3, 
1974, the FWS made several revisions to the October 11, 1974, 
report. 

we note that the present maintenance dredging plans do not 
incorporate many of the recoromendations presented in the revised 
FNS report. Therefore, we offer the following ten recorrunenda­
tions. Except for slight modification, the first nine were con­
tained in the revised FWS report. The last reconunendation is 
submitted to protect vegetation and oyster beds that may develop 
during the next several years: 

1. Disposal in Area No. 129 should be modified to coincide 
with the emergent land on Rattlesnake Island southeast of the 
main channel between Stations 790+400 and 796+000. Sheet 4 of 
the public notice indicates the western boundary of this Disposal 
Area is at Station 799+000. It also indicates that spoil placed 
between Stations 796+000 and 799+000 will not be confined. The 
western portion of Rattlesnake Island lies alongside valuable 
marine fisheries habitat an:lmany parts of this end of the island 
are subject to periodic tidal inundation. In addition, circula­
tion patterns between Ayers Island and Rattlesnake Island could 
be impaired if spoil were placed unconfined on the western third 
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of Rattlesnake Island. Even if this end of the area were leveed, 
the levee 'V"ould likely erode onto good habitat due to the pre­
viously mentioned current patterns. We, therefore, request that 
the portion of Rattlesnake Island bet.w0en Corps of Engineers 
Stations 796+000 and 799+000 not be used for spoil disposal. 

2. Spoil deposited in Disposal Areas Nos. 126 and 129 should 
be confined with toe levees that are constructed and refurbished 
prior to each dredging operation to minimize spillage of large 
amounts of silt into the bays. Waste water should drain over a 
spillway constructed on the channel side of the island. 

3. When spoil material in Disposal Areas Nos. 132, 153, and 
154, emerges above mean high water along lines defining the 
lateral limits of the spoil areas, or along a line no more than 
1,200 feet from the centerline of the channel, toe levees should 
be constructed along these lines to co~tain all additional spoil. 

4. When spoil material in Disposal Areas Nos. 133 through 
139, and 1'11 through 144, emerges above mean high \'later along 
lines defining the lateral limits of the spoil or along a line 
no more than 1,500 feet from the centerline of the channel, toe 
levees should be constructed along these lines to contain all 
additional spoil. 

5. When spoil material in Disposal Area No. 157 emerges 
above mean high water along lines defi11ing tlie lateral limits 
of the spoil area, or along a line no more than 1,000 feet from 
the centerline of the channel, toe levees should be constructed 
on the ends and along the east side to contain all additional 
spoil. 

6. Disposal Area No. 146 should be back-leveed to prevent 
spillage of spoil into Aransas and Redfish Bays. 

7. Spoil should no longer be placed in Disposal Area 128. 
Openings at Stations 785+300 and 789+600, ~V"hich permit circula­
tion between the open-water areas of San Antonio Bay and inter­
connecting tidal sloughs in the Aransas !'1ational t\rildlife Refuge, 
could become blocked by spillage or erosion of unconfined spoil 
from Disposal Area No. 128. 

8. Disposal Areas Nos. 147-152, 156, 158-159 and 162 located 
south of the channel in Redfish Bay should no longer be used. 
The FWS report noted that, "In some areas, such as Redfish Bay, 
spoil from previous dredging operations has resulted in deteriora­
tion of the bay as nursery habitat for fishes and crustaceans. 
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To prevent further damage, .•• spoil from any further dredging in 
Redfish Bay should be placed on land rather than in the bay." 
Since Redfish Bay is excellent habitat for marine fishes and 
crustaceans, and the Corps has previously disposed of spoil on 
the mainland side of the channel, we strongly recommend that 
this practice be re-instituted. 

9. All future dredging plans should be formulated to phase 
out within the next six years the practice of depositing unre­
tained spoil in waters having a natural depth of -4 feet MLi'il' or 
less. Accordingly, plans should provide for complete leveeing 
of all disposal areas by December 1981, regardless of the size of 
the emergent banks. 

10. Within six months prior to commencement of maintenance 
dredging, the Corps of Engineers should have an investigation 
conducted to determine if beds of submerged and intertidal 
vegetation and oysters have developed in and adjacent to uncon­
fined disposal areas. From these investigations, the Corps and 
the Federal and State fish and wildlife agencies can make 
necessary adjustments in disposal plans to protect these 
resources. 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this Federal project. 
Please send detailed plans for each maintenance dredging opera­
tion to the Area Supervisor, National Marine Fisheries Service, 
Environn1ental Assessment Division, 4700 Avenue U, Galveston, 
Texas 77550. 

Since!ely, / 
I . I .. / l ;· 1 
I f · / ' 

1·1 . 1 I liY·:i / 
' ' ; ·- . 

' 'I ' ' ' \ 

William H. Stevenson 
Regional Director 
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Hr. \lillilllll H. Steven.on 
Regional Director 
National Marine Fisheries Service 
9450 Gandy Boulevard 
St. Petersburg, Florida 33702 

Dear Mr. Stevenaoa1 

2l5 ~.June~ '.:197 5 

Jteference is made to ;.•our letter. datl'!d 1 ~t'lrch 1975 coneernini; Public Notice 
No. IW'IJ-M ... 13 on maintc.nance drcz..ging of ti.10 Gulf Intracoaatal W:iterwdy .frc-Ja 
San Antonio Bay to Corpuu Christi Bay, Texaa. 

We have ravicved your recommcndationa 4nd foel we can c-omply as follont 

lteeo~ndntion l-?,..,, 1 - The next time Dlapoeal A.raa No. 129 1m wred, toe 
" levee• vill bo constr\!Ct(!d to coincide i;.iti"1 '<..lliJ. :...l'-;>r~J ;.n:s of· tl1a y:-eaently 

unleveed western portion of the ivlcnd. 'l'hc 11I:portc.r:cc of tho. flo·., exchange 
and aquatic life pa$&~ge located we•t of tho i•land i& reco:,ni~ed. Purtber, 
all reasonsbla precstitionq will be taken to to.sure that the r:ra.rinc fisheries 
habitat will not be jcoparJisatl by tba Corpe of F..ngi•1sera dred3a d:l.spoaal 
oporatio"Ds. However. the area you ~ant flliminated 1a of such a:tze end loca­
tion thnt an m"ea. of comparable aiza and lo.:ation will have to be msde 
available prior to our eliminating the proset1t area. 

Rec~·ndation !to. 2 - t.."hen Diepocal Areat Moa. 126 an4 
toe levees ~"ill be conetructed or returbiched •• nece~eary. 
the area• will be directed toward th• channel. 

129 are ued 1 

Effluent. from 

Recetm:l'l"ntlation No. 3 - Diupnaal Area •~~. 132 will ba love:e.d at the 1200-
foot back limit. lloveve.r, Diepoaal .A.rcae ?Ioa. 153 .:.:id 1!54 will require at a 
minitmm "ppro:x:i:l!lately 1500 feet depth from t:he. centerline of 'the cbamwl, •• 
depicted. on the public notic• map. 

Rec.nm:nendation f•'.o. '• - The cliepof'al &rea1 1iat.ed will be lev._-4, •• 
recoumendod, aa they become emergont and utabilic•d above ~an High Water~ 
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SVGCO-K 25 June 1975 
Hr. William H. Stevet19on 

Recmrmendstion No. 5 - Leveeing Di•posal Area Ro. 1S7 at no mre than 
i.ooo feet from the centerline of the channel i• not acceptable, aa thia 
vould li~lt the ACtual width of the area to le•• tlian 500 feat. Additional 
area vill be needed to confine the material dredged froca the reach of ehannel 
uaoc.iated with thi• di•poaal area. The back limit of this area waa therefore 
•et at 1,500 feet frOll the centerline of the channel, wblch ta identical to 
similar areas in the vicinity. 

l?.ecomnendation No. 6- Diapoaal Are.a No. 146 will be toe leveed along 
the Ii.nits ahmm in the public notice \::'hen the base elevation of those limit•, 
follcndng atabilization 1 i• emergent above Mean High Rater. 

Rec01!S?lendation No. 7 - Deletion of Disposal Area No. 128 is not acceptable 
because no alternativ• area exists within a reasonable pumping distance. During 
the l&st maintenance: dredging of thi• reac:h of the GIW'll, we ocdtted uu of thie 
area in complianee vith a U. s .. l'lnh mid Wildlife Service reconn~ation. As 
a re.£Ult, we h.avu depleted prE,c:tically .111 of tha available cap11city in the 
adjacent dl.apoaal s.r,::ae. Since your corteern rel&.teo to water circulation 
betweim the ref-u&e f'.nd San Al1tonlo Bay. n..-c pot110ible solutions exist. Eit~er 

comparable alterru::.te area• be provided. on the nort}1 side of the channel. or 
the Corps utilize Gn area of larger extent thnn the existing t~o. 128 and 
make other degir;n riroviaione to calntain wat~rflow. 

Rec-:o~~ndation 1::>. 8 - Thll" recomiendatlon vh1ch eliminates all diapoaal 
areas~ver a lcnr~h -~~ut S oil£a of c:m:mol ia ~traeceptable be.cau•e we 
have no alternativ3 tire.as "'hich ca., be relied cpon for a.se. You are correct 
in that 1"'3 have in the past been able t.o obt.ain one-time permi11Bion to use 
private land to the ~rthl:.JC•t for dlspoaal. llolX?TCr, thi.a was 011ly for that 
rucb of the CI'ti-W between Station 96.3+000 .end Ste.tion 978+450. Furtben:ore, 
•• you 128Y note, t..°':e private lsnd• we have utilized are included for use in 
our current disposal plan aa depicted in the public notice. As long a• these 
private lands rEtllain a\l'aila.ble, ve plan to continue to uae them.. nte Texas 
LegialatuTe recently paased Sen.ate Zill 472 ntborllin~ Sta.ta aponaorzh.ip of 
tba GIT.."W. tile will ztri'ftl: to get the &tAte to provide 11lrern.ate diapoaal nro.u 
on the tU.inlsnd.. lioweJYar, in the meautir..a. •ince we are dir6Ct.ed to maintain 
the authorized c.lunmol, ve have no alternative but t.o utlllze .araae Wich have 
been used eince t:he 1950'•· 

lte~ettdation r-o. 9 - Agreement t.o phue out. all ttllCODfined dispoaal in 
•ballov water by 1>31 1• not .fea•ible. The Corpa of Engineer• initiated 1n 
fiac.al year 1972, re~aa.rch -progrmu at.med et 901Ting thi• and other proble:u 
Telated to dispo.nal of dredged naterial. The programs are being carried out 
by the Corp• of Engineer• Waterway• bperiment Statiou isl Vi.ck.sburg, Miaaissippi. 
The fiscal year 1975 budget included $8 .. 2 lllillion for thie reae.arch. lt. 1• 
anticipated that t:hese re.eearcl1 effort:• will provide t:ha infonnat.ion oeceasary 
for developina _,re eo:ri.rormentally cieeirabl• method• of dlapoaal. Mien the 
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SVGCO-M 25 .June 1975 
Mr. Villlam H. Stevenson 

diapo•al plan for thi• reach of the CIWW is recoordins.ted we hope these 
reae.arch programs will provide enough information that a plan of disposal 
that 1• mutually •greeable can be developed. 

!lec01l!'.nendBtion ~lo. 10 - We have initiated plar4• to make a eurvey of 
the unconfined dispo&al areas for the presence of sub:ae-rgcd and intertidal 
vegetation and oyster beds. Based on the finding• of our ataff b!ologista, 
we will llltlk.e adjustment• to our disposal plans A9 determined necessary and 
feasible. 

As requeeted. we vill ccntinue to furnish your local office plans and 
fication• for review during the advertising period for each contract. 
you for your coomenta. 

Copy furnii!thed: 
Area Supervisor 
Nl-U"S, Calves.ton, Texas 77550 

Sincerely your•, 

E. D. Moc= 
<:hief, Construction­
Ope~ations Divi~ion 
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE r:::=== :)':.:·:r:: .;::r::::;:s.£J::;.:::;o•.Jft 
POST OFfl CE BOX 1306 

ALBUQUERQUE. NEW MEXICO 87103 

February 21, 1975 

District Engineer 
Corps of Engineers, U. S. Army 
P. 0. Box 1229 
Galveston, Texas 77550 

Dear Sir: 

IN REPLY REFER TO: RB 

By Public Notice No. IWW-M-13, dated January 31, 1975, the U. S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service 1,1as notified of the Corps of Engineers' 
plans and procedures for dredged spoil disposal during maintenance 
dredging of the Gulf Jntracoastal Waterway (Main Channel) - San 
Antonio Bay to Corpus Christi Bay. The follo1-1ing comments on these 
plans have been prepared with the assistance of the Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department and the National Marine Fisheries Service. 

The Fish and Wildlife Service released a report on the referenced 
maintenance dredging project on October Jl, 1974. We note that 
numerous spoil disposal areas in the pub I ic notice do not conform 
to, the recommendat i ans in that report. Reconmenda ti ans Nos.( 8 .:ind 

(!_5 of our report requested that toe levees be constructed priOr to 
dredging operations on Disposal Areas 126, 129, and 146 to minimize 
spillage of large amounts of spoil material i'nto prim@ estuarine 
habitat. In addition, Recommendations Nos. lP, 11, and 12 of our 
report requested that toe levees be constructed at specified limits 
of Disposal Areas 132 through 139, 141 through 144, 153, 154, and 
157 in Aransas and Redfish Bays when spoil emerges atiovemean high 
water. The public notice indicates that these disposal areas are 
unleveed and gives no indication of when levees are to be constructed. 

Our report also points out the necessity of maintaining the integrity 
of the open water area between Rattlesnake Island (Disposal Area 129) 
and Ayres Island. This opening centered at Station 799+500 promotes 
water exchange and freshwater flushing between Sundown Bay and Ayres 
Bay and provides passage for aquatic life utilizing nursery areas 
north of the main channel. Unless a levee is constructed on the 
southwest end of Rattlesnake ls land, this opening could be obstructed 
by flowing spoil. A request for retention of the opening is included 
in Recommendation No. 16 of our report. 
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Recommendation No. 17 of our report requested that Disposal Area 
128 no longer be used. However, the public notice includes the 
area as a planned disposal site. Unconfined spoil in this area may 
block important openings centered at Stations 785+300 and 789+600, 
respectively. These openings are essential in maintaining water 
circulation between the interconnecting sloughs of the Aransas 
National Wildlife Refuge and the open-water areas of San Antonio 
Bay. 

, 
In Recommendation No. 18 of our report we request that Disposal 
Areas 147-152, 156, 158-159, and 162 south of the waterway in Red­
fish Bay no longer be used. We note that they are sti 11 included 
in the disposal plan. We strongly believe that continued use of 
these areas is an environmentally unacceptable means of dredged 
spoil disposal. Redfish Bay is one of the.prime brackish-water areas 
along the entire Texas coast and supports an intensive sport and com­
mercial fishery. Large beds of turtlegrass and shoalgrass occur in 
the shallow, clear bay waters providing h~bitat for marine life and 
forage for seasonally abundant 1...raterfo1..,rl. Placement of spoi J in these 
areas viould greatly alter the natural productivity of Redfish Bay and 
would be one more step toward the ultimate destruction of this estu­
ary which has been seriously darnaged by dredging in the past. 

Previously, the Corps of Engineers has recognized the ecological sig­
nificance of Redfish Bay and mo::lified dredging contracts to include 
land-based disposal sites north of the waterway. We see no reason 
why this practice should not be continued, since we believe many of 
the landowners in this area would permit spoil to be placed on their 
property. 

Presently, the majority of barge traffic on the Gulf lntracoastal 
Waterway is using the Lydia Ann Channel to Port Aransas rather than 
the Redfish Bay Cutoff. Therefore, we wonder if discontinuation of 
the Redfish Bay channel should not be considered as an alternative to 
potentially severe ecological damage to Redfish Bay with maintenance 
dredging operations. 

Other conclusions and recomrnendations in our October 1971+ report are 
still applicable. We wish to reiterate Recommendations Nos. 25 and 
26 to the effect that appropriate representatives of the Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Department, U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and the 
National Marine Fisheries Service be notified prior to the issuance 
of contracts for maintenance dredging in the project area. The Aransas 
National Wildlife Refuge and Redfish Bay are areas of particular con­
cern. In some cases limited placement of spoil in an area could be 
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beneficial whereas continued use of the same area would be detri­
menta.l. It may thus be appropriate to hold field level meetings 
of interested parties to resolve any problems involving the Aransas 
Refuge and Redfish Bay just prior to maintenance dredging of those 
segments. 

However, we urge the Corps of Engineers to take immediate action in 
the selection of disposal sites which will comply with our report 
recommendations and result in less damage to the fish and wildlife 
resources of Aransas and Redfish Bays. 

Sincere!~~ 

Actinr~l Director 

cc: 
Executive Director, Texas Parks and Wildlife Dept., Austin, Texas 
Area Supv., National Marine Fisheries Service, Environmental Assess-

ment Division, Galveston, Texas 
Southwest Regional Representative, National Audubon Society, Austin, Tx. 
Field Supervisor, FWS, Div. of River Basin Studies, Fort Worth, Texas 
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SllGCO·M 

Mr. W. O. Nelson, Jr. 
Regional Director 
U. S. Finh and Mildlife Service 
Departm.."?nt of the Interior 
l'. O. Ee: 1306 
Albuquerqua, Nev MexicO 87103 

Dear Sir r 

25 April 1975 

l.efercnce yoo .. rr letter of 21 Fei-1:1Tuary 1975 couce:o:-ntn~ cO'!l'l:!Jent• and re.eom­
men1ation!I oo. Public r~otico ?To. IU"!'l·M-ll, !'Iaintenance Dredging, GIW (Ma.in 
Channel) San Antonio Bay to Corpus Olri1ti Bay. 

Thia letter replies to ,. .. our ce;-:i_::i.·::.ats ai..J r ... ·,q_-..;"-at• e,,:2cific infol'Wltion 
requireJ. for a Cor:-a of r~:;in':!ors dccioicn on portici1& of ;.•our reco:mnen­
d11tiona. The: follc~,;ing eo~~nt.& arc &r"!Q.lC':t'.~.ed in tl,e c'l'."~:1r of the com::oontai 
in your ll tebruary 1975 letter. 

Toe lavee1 for Diaposal Area1 Noa. 126 and 129 will be conatructed to 
coincide ~'ith the ehereline cf c1tch ial.c.nd. Eowaver, thia will provide 
only lir:tlted c•pacity a.n4 t:cU:iitirJnal disposal areaa will be required in 
the near future. Dispoaal Arca tl'o. 146 l..'"i.11 ha toe te.veed along the limits 
shown 1.n the public notice \f.1e:"1 the base ~.lev11tiori ~f those lit:li.ta, follcrw­
tng at£bili:il!tion, is emer.?,ent cbove ?iean Bish 'W4ter. The practic.al reasons 
for this c.rrangc:Dent have been diactiased on numerous occasion• with repre­
aentattvea oi your tt,s:ency c..."ld. are totally in 11.ceordenco vit:h previous 
r.acam::mendatlor.I.• related to yz.ur °'-tober 11)74 re;><>rt. 

Similar comment• epply to D!~poar-.1 Arena tloa. 132-139, 141-11...4, 153, 154 
and 157. P..Jbll.c notice1 diatributod by t:s huve not, aa a usual practice, 
provided datail• concerning ex.met locationa of levee• because thl• aegree 
of detail tad• to confu•• the general public and conatraitUI wb11tantive 
couments. 

Th• importance of a flow exchange and aquatic life pa•••~ noar Statton 
799+500 i• recognized. The opening desired between lla.ttlelnl&lr.e and Ayre• 
Ialands vill not be jeopardised by Corp• of Engineer• dredge diapo•al 

446 
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Hr. W. o. Nelaon, Jr. 

operation•. However, the methodology uaed il a matter of engineering and 
dredging techniques, neither of which is within your purview of reapon•i­
bility or authority. Therefore, the methods used may or may not include 
leveea. 

Your recommendation No. 17 concerning deletion of Dil!lposal Area No. 128 
1• not acceptable because no alternative area exists within a reasonable 
pumping diatence. As you will recall. we omitted use of Disposal Area No. 
128 in CO'.Ilpliance with your reeollr!li!ndation during the la•t maintenance of 
this reach of the project. As a result, we have depleted practically all 
of the available capacity in the adjacent disposal areas. Since your con­
cern relates to water circulation between the refuge and San Antonio Bay, 
two possible solution• exist. Either the Department of the Interior provides 
alternate disposal areas by form.al agreement on the north aide of the channel, 
or the Corps utilizes an area of larger extent than the existing No. 128 and 
makesotber design provision• to tl'..!lintain water flow. 

Your rec01IE1endation No._ 18 which eliminates all disposal areas over a length 
of about 6 mile.a of channel i• unacceptable primarily because we: have no 
alternative areas vbich can be relied upon end no existing method by which 

~ to obtain 1?e title or permanent casement• for disposal. Yoo are partially 
~ correct in your conclusion that we have in the past been able to obtsin one-
~ time perc.ission to use private lend to the northwest for disposal. Bovever, 
V\ r-~ will Teeall. thia wa• only for that reach of the Gll~'W between Mile 
~and ?,tile 539.S. Furthermre, a11 you ciay note, the private lands we 

utilized to accommodate your request are now being included for uae in our 
current disposal plan as depleted in the public notice. A.a long aa tbeee 
private lands ?'emaln &vailable, we plan to cont.1.nue to use them. However 1 

aince we. are directed to maintain the authorlcad channel, we hav• no 
alternative but to utilize areas which have been u•ed •ince the 1950'•· If 
you feel this 1• totally unacceptable. then we m.iat appeal your advice to a 
higher level. liovever, before resorting .to t.hls action or contemplate 
abandonment of the channel, it i• requeated that you provide any dat& or 
•tudlea which clearly identify the adverae effecta by area and extent along 
With fish loSHB and ECOuetary value a. 

Xn order that we may 1teet our ac.hedule of compliance with the provisions of 
Federal regulation•, Title 33 CFlt 209.145, it is requeatod that you reapond 
to thie letter by 23 May 1975. I.f you have any queationa, you may contact 
Mr. George Rocben., telephone 713 763-1211, Ixt 315, at your coUYenience. 

- - .~,--

llncerely youra, 

B • D. II<: GEHllE 
Chief, Construction~ 
Operation• Diviaion 
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE ...--- ,,,,_...,.. _... ... ,. _..,.,~_,.,..,.,...,-~-,...,,,...,.--c .... ~.~.~. =~;·~·:""'*-­
~ -•;.·· ++..·--·.,. .. ..;;...;., ... - ,...,, ;....;..W.:.ry.c fFl...,.. 

POST OFFICE BOX 1306 

ALEl.IQJERQJE, NEW MEXICO 67103 

Hay 23, 1975 

District Engineer 
Corps of Engineers, U. S. Army 
Post Off ice Box 1229 
Galveston, Texas 77550 

Attn: SWGCO-M 

Dear Sir: 

IN REPLY REFER TO: 

RB 

This letter responds to Mr. E. D. McGehee 1 s request of April 25~ 
1975, for additional information relative to Public Notice 
No. 1\.IW-M-13, Maintenance Dredging, GJW (Main Channel} San Antonio 
Bay to Corpus Christi Bay. The following COr"'.rnents have been 
coordinated \.'1ith representatives of the Texas Parks and Wild-
1 ife Department and the National Marine Fisheries Service. 

We reiterate our concern for spoil disposal in areas adjacent 
to the Aransas National Wildlife Refuge and in Redfish Bay. The 
recommendation in our report of October 11, 1974, that Disposal 
Area No. 128 no longer be used, was partially based upon the 
ecological need for nlaintaining water circulation bet\veen the inter­
connecting sloughs of the refuge and the open-water areas of San 
Antonio Bay. Dredged spoil disposal in this area also \'Jould con­
tribute to the loss of valuable estuarine habitat in San Antonio 
Bay. In addition, \'Je are greatly concerned with spoil disposal on 
areas a I ong the southern margin of the Aransas Nati ona I Wild 1 i fe 
Refuge because of the threat it poses to endangered whooping cranes 
and brown pelicans which rely heavily upon tidal marsh habitat with­
in the refuge and environs. 

The areas surrounding existing islands of emergent spoil constitute 
ha bi tat for both of these endangered species. It is thus impera­
tive that further spoil disposal on sites in the refuge be con­
fined to emergent lands that previously have been used for this 
purpose. Appropriate action is mandated by Section 7 of the en­
dangered Species Act of 1973 (P.L. 93-205} which states in part, 
11all other federal departments or agencies shall utilize their 
authorities - by taking such action necessary to insure that ac­
tions authorized, funded, or carried out by them do not jeopardize 
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the continued existence of such endangered species or threatened 
species or result in destruction or modification of habitat of 
such species which is determined by the Secretary, after consul­
tation as appropriate with the affected states, to be critical. 11 

Ovr report of October 11, 1974, and letter of February 21, 1975, 
also requested elimination of Disposal Areas 147-152. 156, 158-159, 
and 162 south of the watervJay in Redfish Bay. This recommendation 
was based upon our concern for preserving the hl~h natural produc­
tivity of the bay and its importance as a nursery area for marine 
fish and crustaceans. Mr. McGehee requested that we provide addi­
tional data or studies which identify the adverse effects of 
dredging operations in Redfish Bay and the value of resources 
which would be lost. 

Hoese and Jones indicated that the turtlegrass community in Red-
f ish Bay is one of the largest distinct grass communities of its 
type on the Texas coast. l/ These inshore nursery grounds provide 
excellent habitat for manY marine organisms, especially pink shrimp 
which exhibit a remarkable ha bi tat specificity for Redfish Bay. 
Analysis of commercial catches indicate that about two-thirds of 
the Texas pink shrimp production in 1956-1959 came from the Gulf 
opposite Redfish Bay. 'l:.f 

In 1965, Martinez reported that over 364 acres of nursery habitat 
were lost to dredging operations within the Aransas Bay System. 
Huch of this resulted from dredging of the Rockport-Aransas Pass 
lntracoastal Waterway. 3/ Redredging of the lntracoastal Water­
way in Redfish Bay the following year (1966)·again resulted in 
the silting up of several small but important nursery areas. 4/ 

One comprehensive study by Hellier and Kornicker on maintenance 
dredging of the GIWW in Redfish Bay indicated that unconfined 
sediment in depths of 22 to 27 centimeters was deposited more 
than 0.5 mi le from the spoi 1 area. 5/ Frorn these data it can be 
calculated that approximately 2,500-acres of estuarine habitat 
are subject to damage from maintenance dredging of an 8-mile 
reach of Redfish Bay. 

At present, no standardized methodology exists for translating 
the value of marsh-estuarine habitat into monetary terms. In 
some cases the value of the commercial fishery catch of estuarine­
dependent species can be isolated for a particular area. However, 
this relates to only one function of the estuarine ecosystem. 
The overall value of marsh-estuarine habitat can be more nearly 
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equated to its intrinsic 11 1 ife support" value. In a recent study 
by a team of eminent scientists, the income - capitalized value of 
tidal marsh on a life support basis 1.-1as assessed at almost 
~83,000 per acre. 6/ A related or perhaps lesser value could be 
attributed to the "Shallo1-:, grass-laden areas of Redfish Bay since 
their primary productivity probably ~-Jould be slightly Jess than 
that of tidal marsh. 

The Texas Parks and Wildife Department also is very interested 
in preserving the n.::itural resources of Redfish Bay. One dredging 
opcrati0j1 wl thin Lhe Lay Wd0> iiolted by tl1e Texa~ Parks and Wild-
1 ife Department durir.g th.; sum:ner cf 1974. This '=!Ction 
was subsequently upheld by Court decision (Horton and Horton vs. 
State of Texas). Other instances of damage to Redfish Bay through 
dredging operations have been reported throughout the literature. 
However, tirne <:ind manr1oi.-.rer constraints prohibit a complete account­
ing at this time. 

In conclusion, it is our firrn belief that the Corps of Engineers 
should continue to seek upland disposal sites north of the waterway 
along Redfish Bay as recomnicnded in our October 11, 1974 report. 
This or other accept<!ble alternatives to spai I disposal in Redflsh 
Bay are cc,nsidcred n....:cessary to protect the fish and \·tild\ife re­
sources of this i~~art2nt estuarine area. In the event that con­
siderDtion of the <:idditional _iListificntion 1-1e have presented still 
results in objtction to our recommendations, and the rr.atter is 
remanded to higher authority, please keep us advised so that, if 
necessary, further attempts can be made to find an acceptable solu­
tion. 

Sincerely yours, 

11-tyf 1 ~~L,V? 
Acting Regional Director 

cc: 
Executive Director, Texas Parks and Wild. Dept., Austin, Tex. 
Area Suprv., NMFS, Envr. Assessment Div., Galveston, Tex. 
SW Regional Representative, Nat' I Atldubon Soc., Austin, Tex. 
Regional Director of Coastal Fisheries, Region V, Texas Parks 

and Wild. Dept., Rockport, Tex. 
Field Suprv., FWS, Div. of River Basin Studies, Galveston, Tex. 
Field Suprv., FWS, Div. of River Basin Studies, Fort Worth, Tex. 
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St~GCO-M 

?1r. \oi'. O. 1qelso11, Jr. 
r..cgion.al Director 
U. s. D0pnrtr:1c11t of the L1tcrior 
Fish .::::i.d t1ilfJlifc Service 
P. 0. Box 1306 
Albuquerque, 11c\~ 1-~exico 87103 

Dear l!r. I~elrion: 

9 October 1975 

P~c:ercnce is "r.~clc to your letter dated 12 i:~o>.·e::Der 1974 concerning Public 
r:oticc JJ...11-:!-3 .'.'.c1cl your letters d3ted 21 Fcbrunr;.• 1975 .a.'1.d 23 l-ruy 1975 
concernint; Public !~otice n;;:-~-:-13, nll regnrding LriaintcnG..c•Ce dredging of 
tl1c ~..sin ch.:n111el of the (>J1£ Intr.-:;constnl t:atcn-:.:iy. Copies o!: your letters 
a.id our replies lherct.o ._,re attnci-1cd for )'Our rcatly reference. 

Copies of the De>pz:.rtr:.;c:.t of Co:-:ncrcc, l~atioanl ?I<lrine l-'isl1eries Service 
letters Cntcd lS ~:o'-'C'.'.be:r 19jlt i.~d 7 1:crch 1975 \'1itl1 copies of our replies 
nrc 2lso att:i.chcd for )'Our i:<fo:..1..CI:tion. /.11 of ti12' corrcSpo:1dei-.ce co:1-
teins rcco::r:icnd.:itions <Y....1d/or co::rc:lts rcl.:.tinz to the eli-:-.:i:1ution of 
disposal .:rrcns or portior:.s of Gisp0!:.'11 .nrcas alvnci t11e GTI·:'iV, bet\:een 
Gclveston and Co11Jus Christi Bny. 

This letter pcrt~ins to t11ose nrcns ~;r11crc pro;:icrt)' o'l<ljoining t11c Git•·w is 
c_.1d.cr the control of thC! Dcpartr::,cut of the L.1tcrior, Fish nnd h'ildlife 
Service. Your c.gcncy c.lo::it; h'ith the :t:Dtior.al t'.z.rinc Fisheries Service 
recor:oended tl-iat portio:ts of· disposal c.rc3S 75, 9!.i., 95 o..1d 96 be clb!.nat"'d 
a'1d tl1at an acceptable nltcrr.ntive would be to pl.'.'.cc imd confine the 
drcdzcd catcrial '\<.'ithin lc\•ccs on tl1e north side of the cho.::i.ael. It is 
unsu:::-:cd you arc n;;re:e.:?.ble to dcin& the alternative crcns rrvc.i.lable for 
our use. Since confL'"'ling tl1e t:'..1terial v1t11in levees cst::iblishes a fiP.ite 
ut;cful life for n dispo:;al area, it is ncccscni;.· for u:; to seek pcrnits 
for t11c e11tire portion of the .r:rcn to be relocated. Therefore, it ia 
requested t11at )'OU issue pc:."1":its per your rcco .. --~nd:it:icr:is for e ~rip of 
1.-::nd ndjnccnt to our c::isti11g north ri3!1t-of-w.:iy li11e C7!.d c:-:tendin::; 1350 
feet frO:J tl1e ch.:mncl centerline bct•:ccn Stations 165-+000 end 169-+000, 
Statio11s 277+500 nnd 27B+JD0 1 Stntions 27~800 .und 2Gli·+OOO, Statio~s 2S5+750 
.nnd 294+500 1 nn~ Stntioas 302+-000 and 310~-0DD. 
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SWGCO•M 9 October 1975 
!-tr. w. O. Nelson, Jr .. 

In addition to the above, the Fish and Wildlife Service and the r~ational 
?-Inr!ne Fisheries Service recot:r.le.ndcd that disposnl area 128 be eliminated 
and that areas 127 and 129 be confined within levees. D1,is recor::mcndation 
wus m~de prior to the last maintenance dredging of this reach of the 
channel. In accordance with the recoo:mendation, area 128 ~as not U&ed 
mi.d nrcns 127 a..>d 129 were leveed, resulting in depletion of practically 
all availnble capacities between Stations 775·i-500 and 804-1-000. 

In order for us to continue to COC!ply ,,,1itl1 the intent of the recorncndations, 
replacc:J.ent disposal areas are required. l1c ii.ave reviewed our long-term 
requirc.::i.cnts in this area and for the reac11 of ch.'!..."ll1Cl bctl7ccn Stations 
775+oOO and 804;-000 a mini.nu::::i of 300 acres arc required. It is not necessary 
that the acreage be 1n one tract. It l-7ould be preferable if four nrcas 
ebout equally spaced along the ch&"1.nel and t)O nore than 1,000 feet from the 
channel could be rn..:ide available·. Hoo'1CVcr 1 each area should have a minL'T:l.!Ill 
size of 50 acres. 

Please review this I!l<itter nnd advise ue an to your intentions concerning 
the perwits. If you l~now of ot11er altern::i.ti .. ves, W'e ,,;ould be interested 
in descussi11g them. If you l1ave any questions or n.:!ed additional i.nforz-.a­
tion, pleuae call J. D. Bissell, AC 713-763-1211,, E):t. 315. 

5 Incl 
1. USF&i,'S ltr, 12 Nov 74 

· 1~/reply 6 Feb 75 
2 •. USF&':·JS ltr, 21 Feb 75 

w/reply 25 Apr 75 
3. USF&~·iS ltr, 23 Y...ay 75 
4. fil·!FS ltr 1 18 N'ov 74 

w/reply 18 Feb 75 
5. · ~IFS ltr, 7 }iar 75 

v/reply 25 Jun 75 

Sincerely yours, 

DON S. }fcCOY 
Colonel. Corps of Engineers 
District Engineer 
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Rockport Conservation Association, Inc. 
OfflCERS For 25 Years A Non-Profit Corporation 

rfNGG 
Pre1ident 

N flELOS 
Vice Pre•. & See'v. 

N. COCHRAN 
T1ea1v1er 

Col. Don S. IIcCoy 
Gal\reston Distrj_ct Enr;ineer 

Corps of Ensineers 
P.O. Box 1229 
Galveston, 1.rexas 77550 

Dear Col. I1icCoy: 

P. 0. Box 721 

ROCKPORT, TEXAS 78382 

February 14, 1974 

DIRECTORS 

CAPT. BROWN 
Whooping Crane 

COL Wm. M. BROWN 
Ret. U.S.A.F. 

ANTOINE GRAYIB, M.D. 

W. f. HAYNES 

R. l. IRWIN 

Referenc.:e is n:::;.de to public noJcice :;o. I 1;/',1-T·T-13, c1c.ted Janu2:!'y 21, 
1975, r-;ainten2nce Dredr;inr;, Gul~~ Intr2,coast2l lifatcr1:12;;r (r-:ain Channel) 
San .;\ntonio Be.~-r to Cor·pus Chris~i Ba;y.". T11e pro,jec-.t 2s described in 
this public no·tice is inioical to the fis".1 2nd \Vildlife interests of 
The Texas Coe.st al \"laters. 

The va'J..ue of t:'12 '.·:2te)'S tr2vcr.s~C1- by the T:.'.';J to I''ish o.nd v:ild.life 
reso-u.rccs is ·,·,•sll docu.:::.n:~ted. The nurse=-~)~, rcarJns cround and har\•est 
3.ree.s are esse:'."}tial to t~e survie.l of the npo:'t- anc1 co:r.:.:iercial fisheries. 
'r.'aterfC·':.rl anC. 11ur:1e::-ous .s~1ore hircls are dcpc:-ndent on these i .. ·e.ters and 
associated oe.rshes. 

Vie believe it is evident, and adequatel;:t documented, that tt1rbidity and 
sedimentation are major adverse factors affecting the productj_vity of 
these \·,raters. Dredr:;ing, alone; 1,.;ith current methods of spoil disposal 
have in the past, are presently, and port~end for the future, to be 
major destroye:rs of fish and i·:ildlife reso·u.rces in this area. 

Installation of the project in t:!:1e manner described in the public notice 
\'1ill aggravate tbe conditions that most need to be abated if productivit:t 
of the 1'exas Co~stal \·1e.ters is to be maint;c...ined. Overboard disposal o:' 
spoil \·ri.11 be highly detrinental. \le also believe that as an engineerinG: 
practice open t•:ater spoil disposal has proved undesirable as the dredged 
materials freauentl;::l vlas}Jbac1:: into the dus channels. It is a good v;ay 
to ensl11l'("e that mainf'tenc.nce dredcinc t·1ill soon be needed again. 

The Environner.tal Statement on Page 5 of the public notice starts •,.rith 
the prer!lise that the pro-posed t·rorl-:: \·.rill significar1tly benefit the 
economic and social well-beinG or the public. This is a biased approach. 
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. . ., 
· · ·P'ar''e :>. 

Col. Don S. I-JcC oy 
Galveston District Engineer 

The beneficial and adverse effects of the project, both tan~ible 
and intansible, should be thoroughly analized and clearly set forth 
so that those concered '.-1ith the project can determine for the:nselves 
its impact. Ho\·i \'1ill destruction of a resource that attracts vistors 
to the area be economic be~efit to those 1·1ho derive their livihood 
from tourism? Flo\·! i·Iill destruction of nursery and rearing Grounds, 
essential to neroetuation of the fisheries be of econooic benefit to 
the commerciai fisheries ir1dustry? 3"01:1 vrill the social •.·rell-beins 
of the people 1·1ho deryj.e a substantial part of their recreatio::-i fror:i 
fishing these ,,.,aters be benefitted? 

It is difficult to derive anything mea~insful from the last parabraph 
page 5 of the public notice. Ou_r understan.;:ling of the last sentencG 
is that modification in the proposed spoil C.isposo.l plan 1..rill be made 
only if there is no ad\rersc i~pact on navi:ation interests. ':!e re­
coE;nize the importar:.ce of navir:;ation to oi__1r national and local ec:oncr::;v~ 
but cannot condone C.estruction of valuable natural resources to achie-..'e 
an equivocal benefit. 

The Roc1:port Conservation .4.ssociation is strongly opposed to the pro,~0c--: 
as TIO\·.' proposed. llll drcd2;ed cate:::-ial T:]ust be despose:l of in a ma:i::-ier 
that 'dill not jeopardize the nurser;·7, ree~rinc: e:;rounCs and har1.rest aree.:; 
so essen"cial to the sport o.11d co:::::.ercio.1 fisheries. ':.1e urge you to 
cooperate fully 1:.1ith State and Federal Fish 2nd ~·.1ildlife agencies to 
achieve this end. 

Very Truly Yours, 

ET/m 
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SWGCO•M 27 March 1975 

Mr. Ed Tengg 
President 
Rockport Conaervr.tion Association, Inc. 
P. o. nox 721 
Rockport, Texas 78382 

Dear ?-ir. Ten;g: 

This 1~ in reply to your letter o! 14 February 1975 addresetng Public 
Notic<" ilo. l\.i'w'-11-13. T.ie public notice acl.dresoed t:iB.intenance dredging 
of the Gulf lntr;!lcoastal Wutcrl>ay (tiain Channel) - San Antonio Bay to 
CorpuR C'hristi Day. 

lt iz: api-':lrt.;_;t Lr,··"'· yoi>r lettFr that you have not bad the opportunity to 
review the Draft Envirc•n.:::antal Statement for r..a!ntenance of the GIW'W'. A 
copy 1:-: tr..r:lr;;::ic--:1 for ~-nur in±:or-rnttion. \le are in the process of eompleti>l& 
the fi.1wl &ti:.t:e~nt nnd finalizir•g our c~rdination with the various agen­
cies responsible for protection of fiah end wildlife resource1. 

Although the Corps of I:nginee't'B i.n charged p't'imarily with ma.intenance of 
navigation, we are alsc• oblir,a.ccd to tat-r.e 1!1.ll reasonable measures to re­
duce edverae enviroc-~-.entci.l effects ths.t cculd reeult fro::i our project•. 
To thi11 e11d, \te 1:1doy~ r!'Con::men.dations ooc\e by the U. s. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, the tZa.tional l!'l.rin;,: Firil1eries Service, and the Texa• Parks and 
Wildlife Deparcment to the t:Y.Zxin::um extent practicable. Special efforts 
are made to prot~ct v&lcable habitat BUch •• nuruery grounds. 

·we believe that the inclosed Envirocmantal Statement, Volume• l and 11, 
vill answer the questions contained in your letter. 

l Incl 
Aa stated 

Sincerely your•, 

E • D • Mc GllllEE 
Qiief, Construction­
Operatlona Division 
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OFFICE11S 

• TEKIGG 
Pre1ident 

AN flElDS 
Vice Pres. &. Sec"y. 

W. COCHRAN 
Treo1urer 

Rockport Conservation Association, Inc. 
For 2J Years A .\'on·Profil Corporation I D1'1ECTC~S 

P. 0. Box 721 

ROCKPORT, TEXAS 78382 
CAPT. 8ROWN 

Whoopin11 Crone 

COL Wm. M. BROWr~ 
Ret. U.S.A.F. 

May 30, 1975 ANTOINE 'GRAYIB, ~.!:J 

W. E. HAYNES 

I!. L. IRWIN 

District Engineer 
Corps of Engineers, Galveston District 
P.O. Box 1229 
Galveston, Texas 77550 

Dear Sir: 

We are in receipt of r·!r. McGehee' s letter of 1-'.larch 27th 
enclosing a draft copy of the Environmental Impact 
Statement on r·iaintenance Dredging, GD•rd, Texas Sect-ion. 
We object to the project as no'.v proposed because of 
the unv1arranted environmental damages it would cause 
by destroying substantial areas of valuable aquatic 
habitat. 

Mr. McGehee's letter states that you have adopted re­
commendatioYls made by the U .s. Fish and 1.'.1ildlife Ser­
vice, The National ?l!arine Fisheries Service, and the 
Texas Parks and \·lildlifc Dept. to the maximum extent 
practicable. \•le have not read the material provided 
in its entirety, but have r.·evie·..,,•ed those portions 
where our greater interest lies. \·le are not _satisfied 
with the extent to which favorable consideration has 
been given to interests other than navigation. 

We have also had the opportunity to revie\-J a copy of 
Mr. Mc Gehee's letter of April 25th to Mr. w. o. Nelson, 
Regional Director, Alburuerque, IJew f'-lexico. This let­
ter indicates you have rejected the most vital recom-
mendations of the fish and wildlife agencies. Your •· 
excuse seems to be that you have not made adeauate 
provision for spoil disposal at such sites and in 
such a manner that serious environmental damage would 
not occur. You would pass this responsibility off to 
others. We feel the onus is on the Corps. This is a 
Corps project including spoil disposal. 

The approach to fish and wildlife damages in The Dra~ 
environmental statement borders on offhand dismiss­
al of important matters. No serious 

457 

Natural Resources Are Never Appreciated Until \Ve Lose Them -SO LET'S DON'T 

• 



OfflCEl!S 

TENGG 
President 

AN FIELDS 
\lite Pres. Z. Sec'y. 

W. COCHRAN 
Treasurer 

Rockport 
( 

Conservation Association, 
For 25 Years A ,\'on.fro fit Corporation ( 

Inc. 
DIRECTORS 

P. 0. Boll 721 

ROCKPORT, TEXAS 78382 
CAPT. BROWN 

Whooping Crone 

COL. Wm. Ill. BROYIN 

Rel. U.S.A.F. 
ANTOINE GRAYIB, M.O. 

W. E. HAYNES 

District Engineer 
May 30, 1975 

consj_deration is given to protecting these resources. 
The greatest effort is in devisins means of avoiding 
responsibility in this direction. The attitude ex­
pressed in discussin~ adverse environr.:iental damages 
\-1hich Can."'lot: be avoided is anything but constructive. 
Segments subject to da1nage are sh2'.'1.1.geed off by des­
cribing them as fractional perce11tages o.f total bay 
bottoms along the Texas coast. I v1onder \\1hat fraction 
of a p·3rcent 1Jf Texas mnrine ton.11ae;e is sorved by 
these same seg;:-1ents. I'm sure such a process of min­
imization would be of fcnsive to you. 

The federal and state fish and \\•ildlife agencies have 
the expertise to prescribe specific measures to pro­
tec:t these inter~sts. Tl1erefore \·re \Vill not attempt 
to revie'.·: t11ese rieeds .. Ho',.;ever, there is an e.rea of 
great concern on '<lhich \·!e \\'OUld co:n.i:ient. Chrerboard 
spoil disposal along the cut throu~h Red Fish I':>aY 
\voulcl cause great danac.:e to hiGh value nUI'sery area. 
If the spoil cannot be contained on high ground to 
the west or otherwise dis·posed of in a manner that 
would not damage Red Fish Bay, \l.'e believe the losses 
out\l:eigh any benefit that could be dervied from the 
channel. 

R. l. IRWIN 

It is understood that you have to follow the lai;.;s and 
statutes wherein you are directed, as your primary 
function in t}1is instance, to provide for navigation. 
You are also d.irected to give consideration to other 
matters in the national interest. We believe this means 
a deligent effort to protect and perpetuate these 
resources. 

Your Orders and Regulations and Engineer:i.ng Manual 
contain proceedural detail, but even within these 
guidelines much latitude still remains for the in­
dividual to determine ho·,.,, much or how little will be 
d6ne in the matter of environmental protection. \Ve 
sincerely hope th~t instead of the pattern set in the 
draft enviroilE:lental statement you will make every ef­
fort to do as little harm as possible in the pursuit 
of your navigation project. 

=· -453 
Very truly 0'1"\i' \] · 
Ed Tcngg .r&, vZ /.e-;,z~~t? 
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SWGCO-M 

Mr. Ed Tengg 
President 
Rockport Conservation Aa1ociatlon, Inc. 
r. o. Box 121 
B.ockport, Tex.aa 78382 

Dear Mr. Tengg: 

26 June 1975 

This ts to acknowledge receipt of your 30 May 1975 letter comnenting in 
general on the Draft Environmental Statement for 'Claintenacce of the Gulf 
Intrscoastal Wntcrway (GIWW) and on our letter of 25 April 1975 to the U. S. 
Fich end Wildlife Service concerning Public tlotice l!o. IWV-M-13, Maintenance 
_Dredr;ing, GI'ilol (!-:.Sin Channel) San Antonio Ray to Corpus Christi Bay. 

We regret that yct1r organization is not ea.tiafied ~fith the measures proposed 
to reduce adv~rRe environmental effectn on this project. The Corps hns ex­
pended considerable effort coordinatin2 acceptable diaposal plnns with various 
fish ti.nd wildlife ogcncies. Numerous revisions J!nve been inC".orporated in the 
plans to rM.ka the project ea cnvircr~nlally acceptable as po!:sible: vithin 
reanon.sble conetery constr11int•. l em sure that ,.~.:-u recognize the difficL1lty 
in achieving total agreement in all ~atters liibeo coordinating diverse lnterenta. 

Much of our difficulty in coordinating an acceptable disposal plan on the GI"il 
stems from tl1e fact that until recently we did not have a sponsor for moat of 
thia project. Under the existing project authorization we tlo not have authority 
to expend Federal funde to sct;~ire additional or alternate diapoaal arena. As 
you are probnbly B~are, the laet see•ion of the Texas Legislature passed Senate 
Bill 472 authori%ing die State of Texas to sponsor the GlWW. Aa appropriations 
become available, we will work vith t.ha State for alternate diaposal are«s to 
enable ua to cea2e uae of those area• that are environmentally sensitive. How-­
ever, in the interit11., ahould dredging be required, we muat continue to utilize 
tboae areaa we have used over the yeara. 

Inasmuch ae your letter recor-ntze• the expertise of the varioua Federal and 
State fish end vildlifa ~ncie•, pleaee be assured that we e.re: continuing to 
coordinate our mn.intenance program with tho•• egenci•• to make our navigation 
project• l!Ore compatible with the environment. Your letter will be placed in 
our permanent file end your view• and com:nente on thia matter are appreciated. 

Sincerely yours, 

E. D. McCEllEE 
Chief, Construction­
Operationa D1v1eion 

459 



OFFICERS 

ED TENGG 
Pre1ldenl 

DEAN FIELDS 
Vice Pre•. & Sec"y. 

M. W. COCHRAN 
Treo1urer 

Rockport Conservation Association, Inc. 
For 25 }'ears A ,Vun·I'rC>fit Corporation 

P. 0. Box 721 

ROCKPORT, TEXAS 78382 

July 21, 1975 

Department of the Army 
Galveston District, Corps of Engineers 
P.O. Boiz: 1229 
Galveston, Texas 77550 

Attention: E. D. McGehee, Chief 
Construction O_perations Divisfuon 

Thank you for your letter of June 26, re­
garding the Public l~otice No.r.'11:1-~~-'13 and 
my letter of Eay jO. It i'' hoped that the 
State \vill be able to provide spoil sites 
under the rec.ently e:iacte:d lcgj slat:i.on that 
will be less ir1ir.J.ical to the en-viron:nent. 

I am afraid all is not yet clear sailing. 
The provision of cilt-:e:.?n~i.t:~vc sp:iil sitr~s in 
providinr; funds und OTl ·Che o.:ct·i ve c0r1cern 
of the Corps and the State High·,.;ay Depri..rt­
ment in '•IDl'~::j_ng t:o obtai11 tl1e desirec':.l{ 
sites. · 

If \·re can be of any assistance please 
contact us. 

ED/fj 
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SOUTHERN 1-1ETHODIST UNIVERSITY 

SCHOOL OF LAW 

Col. Don S. McCoy, C. E. 
Department of the Army 
Galveston District, Corps of Engineers 
P. 0. Box 1229 
Galveston, Texas 77550 

DALLAS, TEXAS 

February 7, 

RE: Public Notice I'\o. I\VW-l\1-13 

Dear Col. McCoy~ 

TJ1e aforementioned Public Notice advises that an area extending 
from San Antoni.a Bay to a point Southwest of Aransas Bay 111.ay be subject 
to dredging operations within the near future. The same notice advises 
that presently no Environmental Itnpact Staterrient has been con1posed or 
filed reguardi11g this area. Conseque11tly, the adverse effects of the 
dredging and disposal operations 011 \Vat.er quality, fish a11d an1bient 
wildlife carmoL truly ha·ve been fully evaluated. 

Therefore, before an 11emergency situation 11 devcloIJS I \Vould 
think it most propitious to evaluate the area to make a coinprehensive 
determination of any possible adverse effects. Specifically, evaluations 
should be made regarding: 

1. The impact of the project upon the i1atural physical environne nt 
and upon damage to the stream botton1; 

2. The loss of habitat to ambient floral, fauna, recreational, and 
concomitant ecological loss; 

3. The vegetation loss which functions as a primary habitat for 
holding sedentary species within the region, and finally; 

4. As the subject area contrasts with surrounding land types it may 
be viewed as a separate ecosystem. Hence it too must be con­
sidered as it would be sevcrly disrupted and permanently altered 
by the project. Therefore, a more through evaluation of this 
aspect should be made before proceeding. 

Consequently, a public notice concerning the relative environne ntal 
effects of this project should be scheduled. As an 11emergency 11 may develop 
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. . . 

within the immediate schedule please initiate this as quickly as 
possible. 

JR:ef 

Thank you for giving this matter your attention. 

Sincerely yours, 

(). (J?ecldlt__ , 
if. Rochelle 
Student 
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IWC0-11 

Kr • .J. Rochalle 
Southern llethodi•t Un1vera1ty 
&aviS"Onmental I.av Clinic 
School of X.... 
Dallaa, !rexas 75275 

' Dear Kr. l.ochelle • 

-- - ----------

FEB 2 5 1975 

lleceipt is c.Cltnowleds4d of your letter dated 7 February 1975 pertaini.n.1 
-to ~llhlic liotiee lio. )7.,,";J-l~-13 • .d.a.t-r.J 21 Ja..--ul\ry 1975, conc.:trnin~ main­
tenanc.a clreU:::in~ Of the Gulf IntT...-.enz.at.al \.!atarrusy (lt.a1n Channel) from 
S.:n Antouio I>.ey to Co~··~ C.hri•ti Say. 

Y~ l•tter u0;t~ that on I:nv1r0"!!.T.eatal h?S:Ct Btateeent baw not be~n 
CD::!'?o-.:.;4 or filoJ. rc~:'!:rCir:,1 tilll rc.c:cli of e.he fl";.llf ln:racoa.:Jtal t..·.i:~_.e_~ 
(CI:::;.!)., '!'}.!.~ ie 1.u encr cs t.he r;::.:~ 1 ic notice &lU..tcs a Dr!ift r.:nvirc~~t.e.l 
St!'tc~nt b:t'9. :jc--f!'l\ p&c~·,a:::-~d nnd t.-'!:'!l i!.lc.J v.lt:.h tr.2 Conneil on. i:.nvirt."':7.!.:s.nt.41 
Q>.!~litf C':l 3C O.::.tob-er l~;.:.,, c..,_~~..:nt~ Mve luettn xoee:ived i;:;n t.0. DT~it :.:-:-i....-,1-ro1l­
~ot.al Eb!:te::::.."2-nt and th~ SL'"\-21 :C:::rvir.:.~iWCltal St~t.eoaant i.e bo:ing CC?"~;ils;.t.(1;:1. 

Wa anticipaca bavin~ t.hd ltinal Envirc.miantal Statement filf.Sd with c.:.q in 
t.bo late ppring or early cam.'!Dl!r of l'J7S. 

Current hyd.o'.{1:<q>bl.G •tt<V<Jyo ·- 110 exiating Gboel• in th1e ... ..,i. of the 
chmmel. lJi:tlcs» •tor"l.:s or h1!';.h vatQ.r con:.iitior"' accalerai:ta Abo.alb~, "* 
clo not cnticipat41 clrodging thU nar.ll of the CI::W c!llrins celeadar year 1975. 

W. -ld ab• til:e to rafer ,.oe to 33 c.r .ll. 20'J.l4S, pcl>U~heil iD tbo 
loiicral lc!,ietar en 22 J:ily 1974 11 t:}deb ~•ucribi:ts the poliei.H., ?f"&eticaa 
and procaciurc.9 to b• follO'..m.d by all Corps of 2~iueera Wtalt.tio-u U 
cctr.nec:t:ion vi.th review of i'edar.al p-rojecc. lli-.J.c.a im.-oClva L'7a tiiapoz.cl of 
drc-l:ed nzat.e:r1"1. In t.ha: re-r,alatlon. 1Mt aro rei:;:uired t:o iea:ua a ~lie 
ao-t.1ce, ~ .n.n,:Znviron::nent.al ko;:e~amut, .end prepara a Staterwnt of 
l'iudin~.. ~ Bmri~ntal Asoos~nt a'!t:tltatea the four apecifiea you 
outlined end the procedure• end ()Olf..ciea outlined in 33 C.I' .ll .. :c9.1A.S 
~ Nlns foll :>ved. iboM decacanta, as well u e=mwnta received from 
the J>Ublic notiee, are forwarded to t;a Environmnt•l hotac.tioa Ageac:y 
for nviev 11114 c!ie--1 araa claignat1o11. 
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S\11"\CO-M 
Mr • .J. l'oehelle 

Your letter concluded by ut.ating a pulilic notice concerning the relative 
em'ir:-nme:nta.l ef:ect• of tli:Lc proj!clct pbould be eel~OO.uled. 'Ih'a referenced 
public notir.e va.a 1.s•ued ao prescribed by the rezulation. kJe c!o not aea 
any need or be.nef!t• to be r!i:?rive4 by tho :l.aauanco r.:Jf a •econd Public 
Notice. 

Sincerely youra, 

DOll S. tlct07-. ...._ --~• 
COLO:l~L, CE _ 
DISTRICT El!GINEER 
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MAYOR CITY MANAO!:R 

CITY CDUNC!L. CITY SECRETARY 

Rn'. HA .. OLD T. B .... NC>+ 

llllCA .. 00 <>ONU.Lll'.Z 

THO,..,AS V. <>ONZALll'.15 

<IAB£ LOZ .. NC, llA. 

February 10, 1975 
CITY OFFICES 

302 •OUTH B><O .. [LINE 

PCllT c~~•Cc BOX 9~?? 

PHONll'. [$!2} BB•·~"" 

ZIP COOi: 71WO& 
... HOWARD BTAOll< 

District Engineer 
Galveston District, Corps of Engineers 
A'ITN: Si-lGCO-M 
P. o. Box 1229 
Galveston, Texas 77550 

Re: Public Notice J~o. I\.r~'-M-13 dated January 21, 1975 

Dear Sir: 

The City of Cor_pus Christi has revie· .. •ed the proposed maintenance 
dredging of the Gulf Intracoastal 1i~1s.terv;ay (M::o.in Channel) from San 
Al1tonio Bs.y to Corpus C:b..risti Bs.y and offers no objection to the 
proposed project. 

The Intracoastal Waterway is vital to the City of Corpus Christi 
and its maintenance is essential to this City's economic potential. 
We look forward to seeing the project completed. 

RMT/dz 

R. Marvin Townsend 
City :t>fanager 
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SWGCO-M 19 Peb~ 1975 

Mr. 11., Marvin TOfmlloDd 
City !~-maser 
City of Corpus 01ri1ti 
302 South Sh~elino 
l', 0. So:< 9277 
Corpus Chrlstl, Texu 78403 

Dear Mr. T.,.,,.endr 

JJ.eceirt ia ack:novle.d,.ed of ~tr lettu ee.acerni~ Public ?lt?tf.ce Bo. 
n;"J-l4-13. !ate~: 21 J, n·.1.ary 19"13. C<!ncernit''!f: r.ailii:en5.!l!:e dre~~iri{': of 
the Gulf l'ntrFJca~ta.l \iate~;r:Jy ():iain C.h.;infl2l) frot1 t;.Bll Antonio Boy 
to Corr-' ChrUtJ. Bey. 

Sic=ely yo=a, 

, i:. n. l'>eGl!lml 
Cb.le£, Construettioa­

, Opsrat1.,.,. IJivlti:lori . 
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REALTOR·!> IRWIN INDUSTRIES, INC. 
~~~~~~~~ 

GENERAL CONTR.A.CTIN!3 .-PAL"'I HARBOR HOMES & LOTS· PALM H.t.RBIJR TRAVEL PA"'K •BOAT BARNS 

PALM HARBOR SUBDIVISION 

P. O. BOX 1286 

ROCKPORT, TEXAS 78382 

PHONE 729-2731 
729-5699 

Department Of' The Army 
Cor1)s of' Engineers, Galveston District 
P.O.Box 1229 
Galveston, Texas 77550 

Re: Public Notice No. IW\{-}1-1 J 

Dear Sirs: 

}1arch 4, 1975 

As an interested party in the preservation of' marine and 
migrator)" 'h'ildlif'e in Redf'ish Ba)• located south of Rockport, 
I wish to off'er assistance in the proposed maintance dredging 
of' the Gulf' Intracoastal \\'ater\·>a)·. 

I can provide the Corps of En[jinecrs v;i th dry land disposal 
areas,tC-iat could replace of'f'sl~ore disposal sites No.147, 148, 
149,and150. The spoil fron1 tl1ese sites can be placed on sl1orE> 
on rn)' property i-:>aralle1inp; the Intracoastal \·.'ater1'.·a:r• The ru11off' 
:from t11ese disposal areas can be controlled wi t11 a n1inimttm 
amount of leveling. Any site preparation needed would be done 
by tI-1e O\mer at no ex1-:>ence to the Corps. 

Please consider these disposal sites as a alternative to further 
filling up Red~ish Bay. The suggested on shore sites are available 
f'or your inspection and study. Please feel f'ree to call upon n1e 
for any further information. 

Sincerely: .-; L 
'} /I . / . . 

' -~ / ..r--... ,,,._ . 
!...- I·~ . -:..__,.,,.,·,-z...-------. ,,,.,;--"·/ 
Raulie L. Ir\vin Jr. 1_/ 
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SWGCO-H 

Hr. Raulie L. Irvin, .Jr. 
Irwin Induatric•, Inc. 
Palm Harbor Subdivision 
P. O. Box 1286 
i.~lcport, Ta.:.aa 78332 

Dear Hr. Ir-rin: 

12 March l97S 

Rdceipt ta acknowledged of your letter con:.::::rntop: Pub'.1c Notice .tlo. r.lW-
11~13, dated 21 January 1975, p~rta:!.ning to tt1a mai.ntenance J.redging of 
the Gulf Intra.coastal Uatervcy. 

\-1e are requftsting our Ccrpu& 01rir:ti A:rea. Eu·.inf!'Gr to make a aite 
lnvestigatiou of tho altcn~...at.:!l ..'.:i.-·!'D!la.0:. ei::~&. Y'-'U h.:.ve o,:"f1:;;rcd. 

Than.le you for your intereet in this ~r~a. 

Sincerely youra, 

E. D. McC'~ 
Chief, Constructton­
Op•rationa Diviaion 
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SWGCO-M 

Mr. Raulie L. Irvin, 3r. 
Irwin Indu5tries, Inc.. 
P. o. !lox 1286 
l.ockport, Texas 78382 

Dear Mr. Irwin: 

22 April 1975 

• 

Thie le in reply to your 5 March 1915 letter and confiros eubaequent 
diacusaions by 11r. W. A.. Gky .. Eagle, .Jr., concerning your offer of land• 
for disposal of maintenance materials dredged from the Gulf Iutraconstal 
Waterway. 

Pursuant to Mr. Sky-Eagle' a meeting vith you, we find that your properties 
are located e=.jacent to a reach of t!-1e main channi!l (approximate CIW tale 
525.9 to Mile 528.8) ""hich has rt:?quired tt.nintcn~rtce only one time since 
the origin.~l Credging ~•• perfonr.cd in 1959. The trutintenance dredging waa 
performed 11.1 a result of shoals created by ''Hurricane Carla" in 1961. 
Since the noI"tM.l shoaling rate 1• t.tl.nimal and a dredging frequency bas not 
been firmly eetabliuhed for thi• channel re.sch, we have not scheduled mainte­
nance and therefore do not foreeee an ia:z:adiate need for the u•e of your 
propertiee. 

In the event that an erratic shoaling pattern 11hould develop however, the 
need to uaa your land• will become apparent. Accordingly and in order to 
eliminate possible future delay•, we pl.au to uark--up plnna ehovi"ng your 
properti•• and coordinate the use uf your lend• vit.h tha vari.oue fish and 
vildlife end envircm:;eatal protection agencies prior to initi.ating any 
acqui•1tiona for dredge diapoeal righta from you. Aa you may know, the uae 
of any land• for dredge di•po•al operation• must be enviroru:aentally accept .. 
able and approved for u...se pursuant to varioua Federal dredging regulation• 
and lav•. 

OD.ce ve have acquired the approval of the varioue enviroumentaliat, ve will 
know which areas to reque•t the project aponsor, the City of Aran••• Paa1, 
to obtain from you for pipeline route•. flovase easement.a and/ur disposal 
Tights. 

469 



SWGCO-M 22 April 1975 
Mr. Itaul1e L. lntin, Jr. 

Thank you for the offer of your land9 and should there be a need for 
furtt1er uaist.ance in this matter, ple.11.ne do not beaitate to inquire. 

Sincerely yours, 

E. D. McGEHEE 
Chief, Construction­
Operatioo.s Diviaion 
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SUPPLEMENT NO. 14 

TRIBUTARY CHANNEL TO ARANSAS PASS 

1. PROPOSED ACTION. The proposed Federal action is 
continued periodic maintenance dredging of the Tributary 
Channel to Aransas Pass. The federally authorized project 
includes the Tributary Channel to Aransas Pass, the 
turning basin and connecting channel,and Conn Brown Harbor. 
Improvements to the existing project involve deepening 
the waterway from 12 feet to 14 feet below Mean Low Tide 
(Corps of Engineers datum) and widening the tributary 
channel, mile 3.5 to mile 4.6, from 125 feet to 175 feet. 
The tributary channel is 6.1 miles long; the Aransas Pass 
Turning Basin, 300 feet wide by 2,200 feet long; and Conn 
Brown Harbor, 300 feet wide by 1,000 feet long, Mainte­
nance of the existing project and the improved project 
are also included. Currently 7 the channel requires main­
tenance dredging once every five years with an annual 
shoaling rate of approximately 55,000 cubic yards. Main­
tenance dredging is performed by hydraulic pipeline dredge 
with dredged ~~terials disposed of in land disposal 
areas. The disposal areas for this channel are numbered 
1 through 6 and are shown on the figure in the attached 
public notice. The next maintenance dredging of the 
Tributary Channel to Aransas Pass has not been scheduled. 
The proposed action will comply with Federal dredging 
regulations 33 CFR 209.145 and Discharge of Dredge or 
Fill Material (40 CFR 230), 

2. NEED FOR ACTION, Periodic maintenance is required 
to prevent shoaling from halting or restricting navigation 
on the channel. Benefits of continued maintenance dredg­
ing of the channel are derived almost entirely from commer­
cial navigation, including inland waterway barge tows and 
service vessels. In 1974 over 16. 6 thousand tons of 
cargo were carried over the waterway. The principal 
commodities were basic chemicals, basic chemical products, 
and marine shells. The economy of the project area is 
heavily dependent upon continued use of low cost water­
borne transportation. 

3. ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING, 
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3.01 The project channel traverses high quality fish and 
wildlife habitat. The bay waters are relatively clear 
and support large beds of shoalgrass, turtlegrass, and 
associated flora. They provide brackish-water habitat for 
spotted seatrout, red drum, black drum, sheepshead, 
flounder, croaker, bay anchovy, menhaden, shrimp, and 
blue crab. Oyster reefs occur in the area and are produc­
tive in years of abundant rainfall. Sport and corrmercial 
fishing is intensive in the project area. 

3.02 The tidal flats are sparsely vegetated with patches 
of glasswort, saltgrass, and saltflat grass. Disposal 
islands also may be vegetated, but many have a barren 
surface of sand and shell. There are a few tidal marshes 
fringing the barrier islands and the shores of the bays. 
Needlerush and cordgrass are common here. The flats and 
marshes and the shallower portions of the bays are important 
~s breeding and nursery habitat for fishes and crustceans. 

3.03 Many species of shore and wading birds inhabit the 
project area. Herons, egrets, pelicans, ibises, cranes, 
and the roseate spoonbill ur.e the area for resting, feed­
ing, and nesting. Endangered species known to range in the 
area include Florida manatee, right whale, sperm whale, 
blue whale, finback whale, southern bald eagle, brown 
pelican, whooping crane, Eskimo curlew, Arctic peregrine 
falcon, American peregrine falcon, American alligator, 
Atlantic ridley, hawksbill turtle, and leatherback 
turtle. The world's only population of wild whooping 
cranes winters on the nearby Aransas National Wildlife 
Refuge and disposal islands. These birds are of great 
economic importance to this coastal area by virtue of 
the tourism which they engender. Their aesthetic value 
istcon~idered priceless by many people. 

3.04 Two bird sanctuaries administered by the National 
Audubon Society located in the project area are the Second 
Chain of Islands in Ayres Bay and Harbor Island southwest 
of the Lydia Ann Channel. 

3.05 Waterfowl are seasonally abundant. Important species 
include the redhead, pintail, widgeon, scaup, teal, shove­
ler, baldpate, and canvasb~ck duck and Can~da, snow 
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and blue geese. Large numbers of redheads and pintails 
feed on the submerged grass beds. The mottled duck, a 
resident species, is known to nest on densely vegetated 
islands in the bays adjoining and south of the Aransas 
National Wildlife Refuge. The numerous duck blinds which 
dot the bays and flats are evidence of the intensive 
htm.ting which the area receives. 

4. ADVERSE ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS. 

4.01 Maintenance dredging of this reach of the Channel 
to Aransas Pass will have an adverse effect on the natural 
environment. The significance of these effects will vary 
according to location of disposal areas, disposal practices, 
type of bottom material being dredged, and quantity of 
similar surrounding habitat. 

4.02 Dredging. The removal of shoal materials accumu­
lated in the channel and basin will disturb or remove 
swimming and benthic organisms. How~ver, because of 
pollutants found in some sediments, instability of the 
sediments, and frequency of maintenance dredging, it is 
expected that populations of bottom dwelling organisms 
are low in the channel bottom. Other detrimental effects 
of dredging include turbidity caused by the action of 
the cutterhead assembly, resuspension of pollutants in 
that turbid area, and destruction of any fish or crusta­
ceans caught by the cutter or pulled into the pipeline 
by the pump. These effects are limited to an area 
immediately surrounding the dredge cutterhead. 

4.03 Normally, maintenance dredging does not destroy any 
submerged vegetation or oysters, as channel depths pre­
clude development of vegetation because of reduced sunlight 
penetration, and the soft materials constantly accumulating 
on the channel botto~ prevent oysters from developing. 
Dredging usually has little effect on motile marine 
species, as they are able to avoid the dredge. 

4.04 Disposal. The most significant adverse environ­
mental effects are associated with disposal methods rather 
than dredging. Disposal practices along this reach are 
restricted to land disposal. 
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4.05 Land Disposal. Adverse environmental effects of 
disposal of dredged material on land include destruction 
of vegetation; loss of fo1·aging, feeding,- nesting, and 
resting areas for birds, mammals, and reptiles; temporary 
reduction of air quality in the irmneidate vicinity; and 
long-term partial suppression of the productivity of the 
disposa 1 area. 

4.06 When a land area is used for disposal of dredged 
materials, most of the vegetation is covered or destroyed, 
particularly where containment levees are used. This loss 
of vegetation forces birds, mammals, and reptiles to leave 
the area tmtil the vegetation recovers. Recovery of the 
vegetation usually begins within 6 months to a year. 
Considering the very small relative size of the total 
area used for disposal when compared to the thousands 
of square miles of similar habitat in the surrounding 
coastal area, it is doubted that such effects are signifi­
cartt. 

4.07 In some instances, the disposal of dredged materials 
on land results in the degradation of air quality as a 
result of the release of odor~. These odors are caused 
by the decay of organic materials that had collected on 
the channel bottom and decay of vegetation in the disposal 
area. If necessary, these odors can be controlled by 
chemically treating with a proprietary product containing 
essential oils and deodorized kerosene. 

4.08 The primary significant long-term adverse environ­
mental effect that results from land disposal of mainte­
nance dredged materials is the suppression of productivity 
in the disposal areas. Because of repeated disposal of 
materials, the vegetation is not in a constant state of 
maximum productivity. Maximum productivity occurs only 
between the time of full recovery and the next deposition 
of sediments. Where a disposal area is used for the 
first time, the vegetation will normally change to a lower 
quality type. This may permanently lower the productivity 
of an area. For this channel reach, changes in vegetation 
type will be minimal, since the areas to be used for 
disposal have been used previously, and the changes have 
already occurred. 
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4.09 Disposal of dredged materials in marshes is signi­
ficantly detrimental to the ecology of the surrounding 
bay systems. Such disposal has the effect of converting 
the highly productive marsh area to a high ground area 
with a corresponding change in types of vegetation. 
Marshes are highly productive, often contributing as much 
s.s ten tons of organic matter per acre to the bay systems 
every year. Because of the high value placed on marsh 
lands as primary food source areas, dredging practices 
have been changed to avoid disposal in marsh areas 
wherever practicable. 

5. ALTERNATIVES. All apparent alternative methods have 
been investigated in sufficient detail to determine their 
viability. Consideration of alternatives includes effects 
on the economic and social well-being of the area, state, 
and nation, as well as the effects on the natural environ­
ment of the project area. The ''no action'' alternative has 
been considered, as well as alternate methods of disposal. 
Investigation has indicated that, of all the alternatives 
examined, the only environmentally and economically 
feasible plan at this time is continued maintenance 
dredging and disposal in the manner and locations as 
described in the public notice with the recommended 
changes described in Section 6 of this surrrrnary. 

6. RESPONSES TO THE PUBLIC NOTICE. A public notice was 
issued 21 October 1974. The notice has been made avail­
able to all interested Federal and State agencies and all 
known interested parties. This notice addressed new work 
and subsequent maintenance as well as continued maintenance 
of the existing project. Four responses to the public 
notice have been received. Exxon Pipeline Company 
suggested a conference be held with representatives of the 
Corps of Engineers to discuss the Galveston District's 
intended use of disposal area No. 2. A meeting was held 
and additional infomation concerning disposal area No. 2 
was requested by Exxon Pipeline. The Corps of Engineers 
has furnished all requested information available. The 
matter was resolved following a second conference between 
representatives of the Corps of Engineers and Exxon Pipe­
line. The Texas Highway Department requested information 
on the method of transporting dredged material to disposal 
areas Nos. 3 and 4 and olans for handling highway traffic 
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on State Highwav 361. The Galveston District has fur­
nished all requested information to the Texas Highway 
Department. Responses from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service (USF.SWS) and the National Marine Fisheries Service 
(NMFS) recommended that disposal area No. 3 be confined 
to the 40 ac:re tract nearest Texas Highway 361 and that 
all effluent drain into the channel paralleling the high­
way. When the channel is improved, disposal area No. 3 
will be leveed with a spill,vay on the side adjacent to the 
highway borrow ditch. This disposal area will be enlarged 
in the future, as needed, to contain the material removed 
during maintenance dredging operations. The USF&WS and 
NMFS also rcco!!'.mended that dredge material be confined 
by lev.._es in disposal area No. 4 at or above the ?-1ean 
High Tide line to mitigate adverse effects on oyster 
beds or tidal marsh. This recommendation will be complied 
with. M.1intenance of levees and drainage structures 
prior to ar1d during dredging operations, as recommended 
b)~ USF&-JS, is routinely accomplished. As recommended 
by h~WS, plans and specifications will be furnished to 
Federal and State fish and wildlife agencies prior to 
issL1ance of contracts for dredging. 

7. ENVffiONHENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY APPROVAL. In a letter 
dated 3 July 1975, E?A approved the dredging and dredged 
material disposal plan (under 33 CFR 209.145) for one 
year provided disposal areas are leveed prior to their 
next use. Long term approval was deferred until an 
Environ~ental Statement has been filed with the Council 
on Environmental Quality. 

476 



SWGCO-M 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
GALVESTON DISTRICT. CORPS 01'" ENGINEER• 

P.O. llOX 1229 
GALVl:llTON, TEXAS 778150 

PUBLIC NOTICE NO. IWW-M-6 

NEW WORK AND MAINTENANCE DREDGING 

21 October 1974 

GULF INTRACOASTAL WATER\...'AY - TRIBUTARY CHANht:L TO ARANSAS PASS 

This public notice is issued in accordance with provisions of established 
Federal regulations, Title 33 CFR 209.145, concerning tl1e policy, practice 
and procedures to be followed by the Corps of Engineers in connection 
with the disposal of dredged material in navigable waters or the trans­
portation of dredged material for the purpose of depositing it in ocean 
waters associated with Federal projects. 

This notice is being distributed to all interested State and Federal agencies 
and known interested persons in order to assist in developing facts and 
recommendations concerning the proposed continuation of maintenance dredging 
activities. Comments must be submitted to the District Engineer at the 

·,above address on or before 20 Nover.iber 1974. Laws under which the proposed 
dredging is to be reviewed: 

Federal Water Pollution Control Act 
Coastal Zone t:anager.ient Act of 1972 
National Enviro:unental Policy Act of 1969 
Fish and Wildlife Act of 1956 
Migratory }!arine Ga:;te-Fish Act 
Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act 
Endangered Species Act of 1973 
National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 

PROJECT: Gulf Intracoastal Waterway 8 Tributary Channel to Aransas Pass. 

PROJECT LOCATION: Near Aransas Pass, Texas in Nueces and Aransas Counties, 
Texas. 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: The Federally authorized project includes the Tributary 
Channel to Aransas Pass, the Turning Basin and connecting channel and Conn 
Brown Harbor. Improvements to the existing project involve deepening the water­
way from 12 feet to 14 feet below !-1ean Low Tide (Corps of Engineers datur.i) anC 
widening the Trib:.itary Channel, ::ile 3.5 to :-'.ile 4.6, from 125 feet to 175 feet, 
The Tributary Channel is 6.1 miles long; the Aransas Pass Turning Basin, 300 feet 
wide by 2,200 feet long; and Conn Brown Harbor, 300 feet vide by 2,200 feet long. 
:t-:aintenance of the existing project and the improved project are also includeC. 

DISPOSAL AREAS: The City of Aransas Pass, the sponsoring agency, is responsible 
for furnishing the necessary rights-of·way, easements, and lands required for 
improving and maintaining the project. The project utilizes six disposal 
areas (see drawing). 
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SWGCO-}l 21 uctnber 1974 

Disposal Area No, 1 is an existin~ land dispnsnl nrca locat~~ n~rtheast of 
the Aransas Pass CLan!1el ar.C i,.:est of Lyriia Ann Channel on 1-i.:rlior Island. 
Toe levees will be constr·.1cted', when the site is useC in ti:f' futut-e, ::o 
prevent flow of materi.-il~ into adjacc:1t .Jr neorby n<'.rshes, 

Disposal Are11 !~o. 2 is locatec:'. southi..•est of thf' /.rcinsas Pass Ch,'lnnel in an 
upland marsh are.::i. on 1-id~b:ir :sli::nd. Existin.r_; tnc levees will be refi.:rbished, 
when the site is used in the- i...:ture, to confine the excav<J.ted rr.nterials. 

Disposal Area No. 3 ·is lacate:d south\.Jcst nf the Aransas f.1ss Channel :"}fl 

emergent land between South Harbor Island and Stedman Islilnd. Levees "'•ill 
be constructec!, when the site is used in the future, to confine the excavated 
materials. 

Disposal Area No. 4 is loca:('C south1Jest of the ,\rarisns Pass Cha.n:"lel on 
Stedman Island. Levees · .. :ill be construc.ted on three sides to ?revent flow 
of deposited materials 2~.c €'.f'.Juent ,,,.ater onta a n0ar::iy roaC, petroleum 
storage facilities which are located on the north, csst .1nC south sides 
and into Rcdfish Bay. l'.::;tc:-ial ·,·ill he a~]C'l\·H·C to fl:J•,..• int.1 an existing 
borrow area and onto the flats .-ind rn<irsh c;10a on tio.e \Jest side of the islanc:!.. 

Disposal Area No, 5 is l:::iccter.'. north of Ar2nsas Pass a.:d east of the GI\!'..J 
cut-off c!'iannel '.Jn ;,n i!=l,1r:.C in i{edfish Bay. Existint; levees v.·ill be 
refurbishec:!., when the site i" use-.! in the future, to confinl: the excavated 
materials, 

Disposal Area !\'.J, t is loc2ted e&st of thf' Turning Basin on land between the 
Turning Basin and the Gr.,1-.·. !his disposnl area is to be used one tir:1e 
only when impro,:ing the pro~ect. Lf'vees wi11 be constructed to confine 
the excavated m~terials. 

COMPOSITION A!'."D QllANTITY OF !·:AERIALS: }!atcrials to be excavated in 
improving and maintaining t'ne project consist of clays, silts, sands 
and shell fragments. Fi\·e hundred sixty-nine thousand cubic yards are ta 
be excavated to improve ~!':e. f.'Y:Jject. Shoal ins in the ch2nnel is a result 
of tidal action and wind d:·iven currents in Redfisl~ Bay, The past shoaling 
rate of the project v.·as app:--oximately 15,000 cubic yards annually. 

METHOD OF DREDGI!';G: The enti:-e ,\ransas Pass c:-i<1:i::cl '..'ill be cicepened to 
14 feet ar.d wi<!ened to 175 :"ee".: :ietweeri ?-lile 3.5 t;:; l·lile i..,6 l:;y cor.tract 
pipeline dredge. The overburdtn shoal ttnd virgin naterials wili be 
deposited in Disposal Are2s r~::i!'. 1-5. 

The Aransas Pass Turning B::.sin, connecting ch<innel to Conn Bro...:;-i Harbor, 
and Conn Brov.'Tl Harbor will also be deepened to 14 feet by contract 
pipeline dredge. The exc2vate-:: ave.-burdcn sh:::ial and virbin materials 
will be deposited in Disp~sal Area ~o. 6. 
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SWGCO-M PUBLIC NOTICE NO. IWW-M-6 21 October 1974 

Future maintenance requirements will be performed by contract pipeline 
dredge and shoal materials will be placed in Disposal Areas Nos. 1 - 5. 
Previous dredging frequencies have been about every 36 months. 

PROPERTIES ADJP.CE?-l'T TO DISPOSAL AREAS: Disposal Area No. 1 is bound 
by the Aransas Pass Channel on the south, Lydia Ann Channel on the 
east and marsh, grass and tidal flats on the north and west. 

Disposal Area No, 2 
east, Texas Highway 
south. 

is bound by Aransas 
361 on the west, and 

Pass Channel 
an Exxon oil 

., . 

on the n0rth 
tank farm on 

and 
the 

Disposal Area No. 3 is bound by tidal flats on the north, west and south 
and a private channel on the east. 

Disposal f..rea No, 6. is bound by Red fish Bay on the east, south and west 
and Texas Highw<ly 361 on the north. 

Disposal Area No. 5 is bound by Redfish Bay on the east and north, GIWW 
on the -..•est, and Aransas Pass Channel on the south. 

Disposal Area No. 6 is bound by the Ara~sas Pass Turning Ba~in on the 
west, the Aransas Pa5s Channel on the south, GIWW on the east, and 
connncrcial areas on the north, 

DREDGING BY OTHERS: There has been no significant dredging by others 
recently. Non-Federal dredging activities are regulated by the 
Department of the Arwy permit program. 

DESIGNATION OF DISPOSAL SITES: The proposed disposal sites have not been 
previously designated by the Administrator, Envirorunental Protection 
Agency (EPA), However, the use of these sites has been previously 
coordinated with EPA for disposal of materials from channel ir..provements 
and subsequent maintenance dredging. 

COORDINATION: The following is a list of Federal, State and local agencies 
with whom these activities are being coardinated. 

Advisory Council on Historic Preservation 
Region VI Environmental Protection Agency 
U. S. Departrr.ent of Corrtnerce 
U. S. Department of the Interior 
Eighth Coast Guard District 
Division of Planning Coordination, State of Texas 
Texas Parks and Wildlife Depertment 
Texas Historical Cor.imission 
Nueces Count} Navigation District No. 1 
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SWGCO-}; PUBLIC NOTICE NO. lWW-~\-6 

Aransas County Navigation District No. 1 
C:::mtmissinners' Court of Aransas County, Texas 
Commissioners' Court of S~n Patricio County, T~xas 
CD':mlissioners' Court of Kueces Cciunty, Texas 
City of Aransas Pass, Texas 

21 Uctoher 1974 

ENVIROS~".E~TAL STATE!~ENT: A Finnl Environr.i('ntal State~ent on the channel 
improvements was filed with the Cciuncil on Environ~ental Qu;ility on 
28 ~lay 1974. Copies of the st;:;tement may be purchased from U. S. 
Dcpartncnt of Commerce, Naticinal Technical lnforrr:ation Service, 
Springfield, Virginia 22151. A.i En...,:ironr:~cntal Statement for r..nint:~nance 

dredging ::if the Gulf lntracoastal lJ;;ter1,·a~· and Tributary Channels 
(Texas Section) will be prepared nnd will incluCe the Channel to Aransas 
Pass. The statement is sch(•duled to he pl<icccl on file \..'ith C"!uncil on 
En·viron.~ental Quality in the fall of 1975 e..fter having been c:1orc!inated 
with the above mentioned 3gencies. 

Any person who has at1 interest ... :hich rr,ay be a:fected by the Cisposnl of 
this dredged material mAy reqiiest a public hearing. The renuest ~ust be 
subrr,itted in writing t::-: the District Enr,inecr ""'ithin ](; davs of the date 
of this notice and must clcarlv set forti· ttc intcreE~ which nav be 
affected and the r..anner in which the in::erest m2y be affecteC ~y this 
activity. 

Designation of the ?reposed dis;•osal pla11 for ~~edge~ material associated 
with this Federal project shall he m2de tl1rough tlic application of 
guidelines pr::rr..ulgateC. by thC" Ar!r:iinist!'<ltnr EP;. in canjunctian with the 
Secretary of the Ar::iy. If thE-sc gllidPlines c.ilone prohibit the designation 
of this prop;,sed disi)osal plan, any potential ir.,pairn:ent of the r.-.ait1tenance 
of n;:ivige.ti::in, including any econc-r:Iic impact on navizati::-n end anchorage 
which would r£sult fro~ the fai1ure to use t~is disposal plan, '"ill 
also be considered. 

COi'tMEKTS: Persons desiring to ex:iress their '\'iews 01· pro\-·ide information 
to be consid~red in e':al:.iation of the ir:-:pact of the ir:·yr:i\·er:-.ent a1~d the 
continued r:\aintenance dredging in this project are requesteC to mail their 
comments to: 

District Engineer 
Galveston District, Corps ;,f Engineers 
ATTN: S\..'GCO-l< 
P. O. B::ix l229 
GAlvest::in, Texas 77550 

with specific reference tc• Public Notice t~o. l\.f<,•-~.-r) dated 2~ October 1<::174. 

1 Incl DOK s. ?-;ccOY 
Dwg, Oct 74 Colonel, CE ---~ 

District Engineer 
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IN REPLY REFER TO: 

UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE_~=-
r--•cr'" -; •-• ..,...,,'"'"',-·~- ·-·.,..----.""',........,....,.··. - .·- •.-_~ ... :­
...___ •• ••n E"-..,_,~--"~•"'"-·-•- --~- _,,. "-··~o-· ..:!! 

POST OFFICE BOX 1306 
ALBUQUER~E, NEW MEXICO 67103 

Noverrbe r 20, 1974 

District Engineer 
Attn: S\~GCO-M 
Corps of Engineers, U. S. Armt 
Post Office Box 1229 
Galveston, Texas 77550 

Dear Sir: 

By Public Notice No. IWW-M-6, dated October 21, 1974, the U.S. 
Fish an<l Wildlife Service \;1as notified of the Corps of Engineers' 
plans for spoil disposal during nevi 'dork and maintenance dredging 
of the Gulf lntracoastal Waterway - Tributary Channel to Aransas 
Pass, Nueces County, Texas. 

RB 

The fol lowing com:i1ents have been coordinated vii th the Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Depa1·tr.lent and the National M.arine Fisheries Service: 

The six disposal areas indicated on the dra• .. 1ing acco1"1panying the 
pub] ic notice \·1ere developed for new \'/Ork on the channel with the 
assistance of the Service during a planning conference held on 
August 26, 1971. At this conference it was determined that spoil 
would be placed on the north side of the channel betv1een Stations 
16+00 and 50+00 (Disposal Area No. 1), 290+00 and 309-1-00 (Disposal 
Area No. 5), and betv.reen the GIWW and the Aransas Pass Turning 
Basin (Disposal Area No. 6). Spoil also v1ould be placed south of 
the channel between Stat ions 50+00 and 80+o0 (Disposal Area No. 2), 
140+00 and 158+DO (Disposal Area fJo. 3), and on Stedman Is land 
(Disposal Area No. 4). At that conference it was determined that 
Area No. 3 would occupy about 40 acres adjacent to the channel. 

Spoil disposal operations at Area No. 3 should be restricted to 
the errergent 40-acre tract located adjacent to the channel to avoid 
further encroachment onto surrounding marsh, grass, and tidal flats. 
This area should be ring-leveed and •...rater returned to drainage 
ditches paralleling State Highway No. 361 by rreans of a control 
weir. 
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Particular care also should be given to the placement and adequacy 
of levees at Disposal Area No. 4. Spoil should be confined to 
Stedman Island and borrow areas adjacent to State Highway No. 361 
to maintain the viability of a live productive oyster reef on the 
southeast side of the island and a tidal marsh on the southwest side 
of the island. ln addition, all disposal areas should have levees 
either constructed or refurbished" prior to discharge of any spoil 
materials and drainage of these areas should be directed towards 
borrow ditches paralleling State Highway No. 361. 

The Fish and Wildlife Service report of October 11, 1974, on 
maintenance dredging of the GIW'W between San Antonio Bay and Corpus 
Christi Bay, which included the Tributary Channel to Aransas Pass, 
wi 11 be revised to reflect th~ above provi s i ans. 

The opportunity to comment on the spoil disposal aspects of this 
\, project is appreciated. 

Sincerely you rs, 

2n 
.._ 

Director 
DeilutY 

cc: 
·Executive Director, Texas Parks and Wild. Dept., Austin, Tex. 

Regional Director, Nat 1 l Mar. Fish. Serv., St. Petersburg, Fla. 
Area Suprv., NMFS, Envr. Assmt. Div., Galveston, Tex. 
Regional Administrator, EPA, Reg. VI, Dallas, Tex. 
R:egional Di rector, SOR, Albuquerque, N. Mex. 
Field Suprv., FWS, Div. of River Basin Studies, Fort Worth, Tex. 
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BllGCO-M 

Hr. W. O. Nelaon, Jr. 
Regional Director 
U. s. Pleb and Wildlife Service 
P. O. Box 1306 
Albuquerque, )(ev Mexico 87103 

Dear Hr. Nel80tl: 

20 llarch 1975 

Reference 1• made to Hr. Jerry Stegman'• letter dated 20 November 1974 
concerning Publf.c Notice No .. IW-K-6 on nev work and maintenanc• dredging 
of the Gulf Intraeoaatal Watenray ... Tributary Channel t.o Aransa• P•••, 
Texaa. 

Concernit1g Diapoaal Area No. 3, the emergent 40 ... acre tract you reference 
l• only the portl.On of that area to be used for the enlargement of Channel 
to Aran.aae Pua. The public notice, however, cover• not only the new vork, 
but ala.o tls ••.fhsl!c::uent wiintenanc• of the cha.rm.al. Therefore, the: map 
which accompanied the public notice not only include• a/40-acrc .. gment 
for the channel improvement, but ala.o additional area for future mainte­
nance of the project. Wb.en the channol 1• improved, die emergent land Wl.l.l 
be leveed with a apillw"Y on die aide adjacent to th• highway borrow ditch. 
The diepoul area will the:::i be. enlarged in the future, •• needed, to con .. 
taln the ta.'lttti-:il reroved during maintenance dredging operation.a. Addition­
ally, t:he !i!i&e of the dl•poaal area ahovn on the public notice drawing 
conforms with those shown in ciie l>atailed Project Report: and th• Pl.Dal 
Enviromaeutal Statement for th• Qiannel to Aran••• Pua. 

In reference to Disposal Area llo. 4, the area will be le.Ya-4 prior to it• 
next uae. Additionally, the remaining diapoaal area will hn'e levau 
either constra.ct{id or refurblllhttd prior t:o t:helr use. 'tha dredge effluent 
from Diepoaal Area• Noa. 3 and 4 rill ba directed into tha borrow ditch 
paralleling State Highway lio. 361. 

Copy furnished I 
Sield Supervitor 
O~FWS, CorpU9 Christi 78411 

8.lncerely youra, 

J:. D. l!cGEllll 
Ciief, Conatruction ... 
Operation• Division 
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December 6, 1974 

Colonel Don s. McCoy 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE 

Duval Building 
9450 Gandy Boulevard 
St. Petersb,urg, Florida 33702 

District Engineer, Galveston District 
Department of the Army, Corps of Engineers 
Post Office Box 1229 
Galveston, Texas 77550 

Dear Colonel McCoy: 

Ibe National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) has reviewed Public Notice 
No. IWW-M-6 dated October 21, 1974, wherein the Corps of Engineers 
requested COIIUI'~nts on spoil disposal plans associated with new work 
and maintenance dredging of the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway - Tributary 
Channel to Aransas Pass. 

We have found that some information in the public notice is inconsistent 
with other information we have on the project. For example, the public 
notice states that Disposal Area No. 3 is "on emergent land 11 and, 
according to Sheet l of l, encompasses about 120 acres. However, the 
detailed project report on the proposed deepening and widening of this 
waterway, dated May 14, 1974, states (under Selection of spoil disoosal 
sites on page 28) that this site is "an existing spoil area and marsh" 
(emphasis added). Also, the Final Envirorunental Statement on the sane 
project, dated January 30, 1974, describes the area as "a marsh island 
previously used as a dredged material disposal area" (emphasis added). 

Consistent with our policy that the filling of tidal marshes be kept to 
a minimum, the N}1FS recommends that Disposal Area No. 3 be confined to 
the 40 acre portion nearest Texas Highway 361 as plotted on page III - 3 
of Appendix III in the detailed project report. Also, all effluent should 
drain into the channel paralleling the highway. Should this spoil area 
need enlarging, plans for the levees should be coordinated with the 
Federal and State fish and wildlife agencies to insure that tidal marshes 
or submerged grass beds are preserved to the maximum extent possible. 

Another inconsistency lies in the proposed creation of Disposal Area 
No. 4 on Stedman Island. The public notice states, ''levees will be 
constructed on three sides to prevent flow of deposited materials 
and effluent water onto a nearby road, petroleum storage facilities 
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which are located on the north, east, and south sides and into Redfish 
Bay. Material will be allowed to flow into an existing borrow area 
and onto the flats and marsh area on the west side of the island" 
(emphasis adU.ed). }lowever, the detriled project report states ''the 
spoil area on Stedman Island will be leveed on two sides to prevent 
flow of deposited materials and waste water onto existing petroleum 
storage facilities and into Redfish Bay. Spoil will be allowed to 
spill into a borrow trench excavated bv another agency during construction 
of the highway causeway" (emphasis added). Essentially the same state­
ment was made in the Final Environmental Staten1ent, which also states 
that "the western shoreline is an extensive Spartina marsh except in 
an existing dredged area near the causeway" and that levees would be 
built to prevent flow into the marsh as well as Redfish Bay. 

The statements in the detailed project report and the final impact 
statement reflect previous coordination of the plans with State and 
Federal fish and wildlife agencies. However, we have recently learned that 
the so.utheast shoreline of Stedman Island (facing Morris and Cummings Cut) 
contains a living, productive oyster (Crassostrea virginica) reef that is 
extremely valuable estuarine habitat and is also used as a study area by 
academic institutions in the Corpus Christi vicinity. 

The NMFS, therefore, recocw_ends that levees be constructed on the south­
east and west sides of Disposal Area Ko. 4 at or above the mean high tide 
line i11 order to prevent damage to any part of tl1e oyster beds or tidal 
marsh. The levees should be built in such a manner that storm tides or 
rain would not erode them into the oyster beds and tidal marshes. Also, 
the highway side of the disposal area should be left sufficiently open 
to allow effluent from the disposal area to flow into the borrow ditch 
paralleling the highway. 

Prior to issuance of contracts for dredging, we recorrnnend that the 
detailed plans be submitted to Federal and State fish and wildlife 
agencies, including the Area Supervisor, National H.arine Fisheries 
Service, Environmental Assessment Division, 4700 Avenue U, Galveston, 
Texas 77550, for review. 

We appreciate the opportunity to comment on the proposed plans of this 
Federal project. 

Sincerely, , /. 

/ ( 1! .!\":_ . 
/1_,..., 1'\.-..,k ' / 

William H. Stevenson 
Regional Director 
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SWGCO-M 24 March 1975 

Mr. William H. Steven•on 
aegional Director 
National Marine Fiaheriea Service 
9450 Gandy Boulevard 
Bt. Peteraburg, Florida 33702 

Dear Mr. Stevenson: 

This is in reply to your 6 December 1974 letter concerning Public Wottce 
No. IW-M-6 on new work and maintenance dredging of the Q.ilf lntracoaatal 
Waterway - Tributary Channel to Aransas P.a.••. 

In reference to Dispoaal Area Ro. 3, the 40-acre tract you reference will 
be leveed vith a spillway, and the material excavated while improving the 
project will be deposited in this 40-acre aegcent of Disposal Area No. 3. 
When maintenance dredging occurs, the remainder of the area ehovn on the 
public notice map will be leveed, •• needad, to contain the material. 
The Detailed Project Report and Final Environmental Statement vhich you 
reference addresses only the proposed deepening and widening of the 
channel. Even though the description of Disposal Area No. 3 contained 
in them pertains only to that portion of tha area t:o be uaed for the new 
vork, the mapa included in these t'eporta do llhov the additional area that 
will be required by future 'IM.intenance of the project. Our public notice. 

_ hovever, caver a the new work and aubsequent maintenance dredging of the . 
channel. As a result, Diapo•al Area No. 3 •• ahown on the notice does oot 
delineate between the portion of the area to be uaed for the a.av work ~nd 
·the portion to be uaed for aub1equent maintenance dredging. l'he at'ea .·.r • 
ebown on notice map doe•, however, t'epreaent die aame. total area •hovn 1n 
the Detailed Project Report and Fiual Enviromaental Statement. 

Conceruing Di1poaal Area Ro. 4. levee• will be con•tructed •• necessary co 
prevent we•terly flow onto the oyatar bed• and tidal marshes. AA baa been 
our policy in ~e paat, ve will furni•h the suggested agenciea plans and 
apecif icacions for review during the advertiaing period for each contract 

Thank you for your review and eonaents. 

11.neerely your•, 

487 E. D. McGEl!ll 
01.ief, Con•truction ... 
Operation• Divi•ion 
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E'f{ONPIPELINE COMPANY 
POST OFFICE BOX 22?0 ·HOUSTON. TE AAS 77001 

WM H HUF~MA.N 
MANAGER_ RIGH1 Of Vl·\Y & C _AlMS 

November 4, 1974 

District Engineer 
Galveston District 
Corps of Engineers 
Attn: SWGCO-M 
P. 0. Box 1229 
Galveston, Texas 77550 

Dear Sir: 

Your File: Public Notice #IWW-M-6 
21 October 1974 
New Work and Maintenance 

Dredging 
Gulf Intracoastal Waterway -
Tributary Channel to Aransas 

Pass 
Our File: 10.2.11 - Harbor Island Terminal 

We have noticed that Disposal Area #2 as shown on the map accompany­
ing the above public notice appears to include a number of acres of 
our private property located at our Harbor Island Terminal. We are 
wondering if perhaps this is an error since the description of Dis­
posal Area No. 2 on page 3 of the above notice seems to indicate that 
it is the intent to use an area bounded on the south by our oil tank 
farm. The area depicted, however, covers a sizeable portion of our 
lands. We can not find in our records that any permission or ease­
ment has ever been granted by our company for use of this area as a 
spoil disposal area by the Corps of Engineers or the City of Aransas 
Pass, the sponsoring agency you have mentioned. 

Moreover, use of the areas shown as Disposal Area #2, whether on our 
land or State of Texas land, for deposits of a sizeable amount of 
spoil would interfere with the natural drainage of our Harbor Island 
Tank Farm. The area owned by us and included in Disposal Area No. 2 
is quite important to us for future disposal of spoil removed in our 
routine maintenance dredging at our Harbor Island Docks. 
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District Enginee_r 
Galveston District 

-2- November 4, 1974 

In view of the above, we feel that a conference between our repre­
sentative and your office should be held immediately to determine 
first, whether an error has been made in the description of Disposal 
Site #2 and/or whether this company may be affected by the disposal 
of the dredged material to the extent that we should request a public 
hearing in order to protect our interests. We will contact your of­
fice just as soon as possible and hope that we will be able to resolve 
this apparent conflict in a manner satisfactory to all concerned 
without the necessity of public hearing. 

WHH:mac 

cc: Messrs. T. E. Burnett 
W. D. Price 
R. M. Smith 
L. H. Cox, Jr. 

\: I ·. \"r 
j ) • 

: \'j 

Yours very truly, 
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llr. 111111- B. Buffaml 
llz;xoa Pipeline Compay 
P. o. llox 2220 
Houston, t'u.u 77001 

27-1974 

teeeipt ta eekn..-.,,ledge;ci Of TJU' let:te.r U lted 4 t?avaiber 1974 ir.a raspnn.. ... 
to Public 1.!otict! No. It-r.J-H-6, dated 21 October 1974 • ..,ertain1ng Co tii'!W 

wrlr:. and 'maintcn.an.-::e dl.crlg~· of th! C-ulf 1:1trar:..oa.st.&l ilater'VS'.J - h:-:..butary 
Ch•nnel to Ar.c.nsaa P.ama. 

In your letter. you •t:~r,e-ated a mo.etin_~ bo held be~u. your reprcaentati"89 
ar..d ot>r t'f! .c~ t:o t::Ui.el'. ~e l'lUr 1.t'tor·'.if"::! ttee ,,~ lJis?HJ:S.al A:rR::s li.::i. 2. 0'1 
13 tlO"'.;o:tbu 1~14, • ~~t..i.-~~ -.m11 bald to diaeu:ia if p-erm.im:.,icn or eatH.tt:;:e.at 
bad h!MD r;ra::it.fl.d by L.i:::::::.:on to nze t:':-.-, :u-ca... Ile 11..we u.Aed t;:;.s 41.sposal ~re.a 
£r"•~l:.~i·t. U_;:.:·3, tt!I <.-J.:rl·_!.:·s\: k:-:Q\'a Lf:;-,,-e ws..is 10:4..l .z-.~ t.~./! t.:::.,.'.'t reeeut tiz:ift 
w.a.e 1!171 for a:..~r d.-::oC;:ir.1 O"f.".er.ati.o.-:~. fite&uae 'l.• c.on~tderc-d the ere.a to 
be cubject "to the Covart~;'.leatia parcaoua!: ri~l::.~ cf navigatiOQ.41 aenitu&e, 
no disposal famH'.i'sient fram. ~mu>• vaa req.ast&d. • 

. .AlthO{!Q:h r:-!rtbi:.}):': WHI ccrer:-:lU!liY~ly f:!f!:ttled at: the r.~atlni;. y;,u ra-rJ.Htod 
additiou.l into:ttMti.cn t.i> deta.n.U.ne ~Wit could j•:fi-ntly ue t:he c:IU?o::al 
era.a. !.nfurme'i:in rsl!li.Uted ~lu.:le-J i:lrevins;.A a:.t~ ele.'t"A·:.:itRla in tl:ie 
area., loca.tic-o Of lt!YM!S,, ~nt:itio• to k rloi;,oaitri in t.h.= :i:r&a, &ftd any 
citrtiona DI' reiti-ra:neea en ruw1ptic,cal eervit:ttt.4. 11?.e c:ib!t.i.ona wera 
f~a™>-4 tiy te.l -:":"~bw •· \.:'a r-n pre.scutly accu;;:s.als.tln3 tha other infonnatioa 
nq:uuad .;.aJ w~ll !:&1;.:-;nrtl it. to you ta the nwar futsre. 

tie ~"j :?ta 7om:" C'001"~r::1wme•• i'l r!iseur:\!ia~ Cb.ts aattar and look 
'f~rd to M\>tin.~ with y:.ru a.flu' j'"DUr Til'V'1• Df th& material we vill 
" f=1Wlhi"3 ahortl7. 

11. D. Mcc;:BU 
Cbl.ef. conatnsettoe­
Opent!.oDa Dh,ial..oa 
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SHGED-OP 

Mr. 111111 a:n H. Huffran 
~~anager, R1shts of ~:ay i Clafras 
Exxon Pipeline Conpany 
P. O. Bex 2220 
Houston, Texas 77001 

Dear Mr. lluffman: 

24 Jonuary 1975 

This 1s In r!!soonse to your letter of 4 Nov.,,bcr 1974 and to 
conffnn our r.:ect1ng of 13 r:ov~ber 1974 ccncerning- tha proposed 
plan to dredoc the Gulf lntracoastal \laterway - Tributary 
Channel to Aransas Pass. 

A topographic ~ap of t'1e proposed Disposal Area tio. 2 shOMi 
on Publ fc Piotfce tio. IL':,J-~'.-6 dated 21 October 1974 concernir.q 
the .!Cove r--.ientioneci project is fnclos~d. Th~ tract line of 
Survey 9£0 as tr21nsposed fro~ Exxon Ffnclir.e Cor.ipa.r.y's drawini;i, 
Harbor Isl~nd Tank f~l"'!"'! Area, Survey 3DC and Survey 960, Nuec~s 
County, Texas, dated 22 Au~ust 1951 is Indicated In red on the 
topographic ~•P· 

A meeting to discus• the ~~tter further can be arran~ed at 
your convenience with f'-'ir. James Benham, telephone nur.1ber 
(713) 763-1211, extension 327. 

1 Incl 
As stated 

Copy furnished •'/Incl: 
Mr. Walter T. Tull 
Assistant District Manager 
Exxon Pipeline Co,,pany 
P. 0. Box 4916 
Corpus Christi, Texas 78408 

Sfncerely yours:, 

D. T. GRAHAM 
Chief, Engineering Di via ion 
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E'f(ON PIPELINE COMPANY 
POST OFFICE eox 2220. HOUSION. TEXAS 77001 

WM H HUFFMAN 
MAr>.AG~q PlGH7 OF "t;AY & CLAIMS 

District Engineer 
Galveston District 
Corps of Engineers 

ATTENTION: SWGCO-M 
P. 0. Box 1229 
Galveston, Texas 77550 

Dear Sir: 

February 24, 1975 

Your File: 

Our Fj_le: 

Public Notice #IWW-M-6 
21 October 1974 
New Work and Maintenance 

Dredging 
Gulf Intercoastal Waterway 
Trib11tary Channel to Aransas 

Pass 

10.2.11 - Harbor Island 
Terminal 

This letter is to confirm the verbal agreements reached in a 
second meeting, which was held bet\vee11 your representatives and ours 
in the Exxon Building in Houston on February 19, 1975; namely, that: 

1. Exxon Pipeline Company hereby consents to the deposit of 
dre4ged material on its private property at its Harbor 
Island Terminal in Nueces County, Texas, within the area 
designated 11 spoil area }io. 211 on the attached plat, in 
connection with the above-captioned project, as proposed 
in the above-captioned public notice and in subsequent 
meetings beti;veen our respective representatives. 

2. We understand that the dredged material will be spread, 
insofar as practical, in a someivhat uniform manner consis­
tent with good dredging and disposal techniques and that 
when the project is complete drainage away from our terminal, 
if blocked by dredged material, can be re-established in 
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District Engineer 
Galveston District 
Corps of Engineers 

-2- February 24, 1975 

a mutually satisfactory manner. 

3. Exxon Pipeline Cornpany 1 s consent to the deposit of the 
dredged material in the designated area is not to be con­
strued in any way as an acknowledgment on our part of the 
existence of a servitude owned by the Corps of Engineers. 

We wish to express our appreciation to your representatives for 
their courteous attention to our views, and for the additional informa­
tion they have furnished to enable us to more fully evaluate the ef­
fects of this project on our property at Harbor Island. 

Yours very truly, 

WHH:mac 

cc: Mr. T. E. Burnett 
Mr. L. H. Cox, Jr. 
Mr. w. D. Price 
Mr. R. M. Smith, Jr. 
Mr. M. B. Grove 
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COMMISSION 

REAGAN HOUSTON. CM,.,,.,.,.,. 

DEWITT C. GREER 

CHARLES E. SIMO.'IS 

TEXAS HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 
11TH AND BRAZOS 

AUSTIN. TEXAS 78701 

November 1, 1974 

SUBJECT' corps of Enqineers Public Notice 
Maintenance Dredging in Tributary Channel 
to Aransas Pass 

District Engineer 
Department of the Army 
Galveston District, Corps of Engineers 
P. o. Box 1229 
Galveston, Texas 77550 

Dear Sir: 

STAT.I: H'GHW"Y ENG<NEE" 

B. L. DEBERRY 

IN REPLY REFER TO 
FILE NO. D-5 

We have reviev.'ed Public Notice No. rv.riv-r-1-6 dated October 21, 
1974 concerning maintena11ce dredging in the above channel, 
It is noted that spoil disposal areas No. 3 and No, 4 are 
located across S.H. 361 from the channel. Please advise the 
method to be utilized to transport spoil material to these 
disposal areas and plans for handling highY:ay traffic. 

If highway traffic is to be disrupted at any time during the 
dredging operations, we desire further contact from you in 
order to establish satisfactory means of providing for the 
safety and convenience of the traveling public. 

Sincerely yours 

B. L. DeBerry 
State Highway Engineer 

By~· 
e Henneberger 

ridge Engineer 
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SWC<X>41 

Kr. Wayne Henneberger 
!ridge engineer 
texu Highway Department 
lltb am :Brazos 
Au.tin, 'Iexu 78701 

Dear Mr. Henneberger: 

11 ·11ovem11er 1974 

ltaceipt is acknowledged of your comaent. concerning Public llotiee 
iio. n.v-M-6, dated 21 October 1974. pertaining to mainteD.SDCe and 
new vork c!reJging of tho TrllJut.ary Channal to Ar&nau Fa.u. The 
mathod u.a«!ld to tr5nsport dre.d~e 11tnteriala frcm the chtmnal to Dispoaal 
Areas Nos. 3 and 4 is to run t.ba pipalimi acroaa State lii:;hway 361 
th.rottgh culverts or ~"nrler bridges ao as not to int~rfeTa vitb highway 
traffic at all. Ue have •u.ceeantully used thia methocl of d.ispasal in 
the past. 

l'haDlr. you :for your concern and connent.8. 
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UNITED STATES EN'/JRON:VlENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

REGIO~< VI 

1600 PATTERSON 

DALLAS. TEXAS 75201 

JUL02J 10:::; 

CERTIFIED MAIL: RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED (787693) 

Col one l Don S. l·:cCoy 
District Engineer 
Galveston District 
Corps of Engineers 
P. 0. Box 1229 
Galveston, Texas 77550 

Dear Colonel ~1cCoy: 

\·le have cc.~1pl1.;ted our revie·.1 of your pl'oposed plan for ne\·1 \·;ark 
and for ;;.aint,:1~e.nc2 drcdgi.ig "Guif Intra::oastc.1 \·!atcr·c;Jy-Tributary 
Channel to Arc.nsas Pass" as covered in P:..:bl ic Matice No. 1 10.'':.1-~·l-S 
dated October 21, 1974. \·:e hcve also revie>.·ed your June 10, 19/5, 
Stater-:-.ent of Findings concerning this projrct in accordcnce r1ith 
33 CFR 209.145. 

Your proposed pla'.1 is approved for on2 year provid·:d the follO\'!­
ing reco. ~;2n~ation is ado?te~: 

Disposal Arecs shall be leveed prior to their 
next use. 

Since, as staled in youi· public notice, an Environmental Im~act 
Stat~r.1ent has rot b2en prc~arcd for mainte(:ance dredging, \·Je have 
deferred consic>2ration of long terr.1 approval o'\ your dredging plar; 
until th-2 final Enviror,;-;-:ental fn~pcct State;:•ent has been filed o,.;ith 
the Council on Environmental Quality. 

Sincerely yours, 

2i-,l(J.U~ 
ohn C. flhite 

Actin gional Administrator 

496 

. , 

l 

• 


	Colorado River Channel
	Proposed Action
	Need for Action
	Environmental Setting
	Adverse Environmental Effects
	Dredging
	Disposal
	Land Disposal

	Alternatives
	Responses to the Public Notice
	EPA Approval
	Public Notice IWW-M-1
	Comments-Responses

	Tributary Channel to Port Mansfield
	Proposed Action
	Need for Action
	Environmental Setting
	Adverse Environmental Effects
	Dredging
	Disposal
	Open Water Disposal
	Turbidities
	Land Disposal

	Alternatives
	Responses to the Public Notice
	Coordination With Agencies Responsible for Historic Preservation
	EPA Approval
	Public Notice No. IWW-M-2
	Comments-Responses

	Galveston Bay to Matagorda Bay
	Proposed Action
	Need for Action
	Environmental Setting
	Adverse Environmental Effects
	Dredging
	Disposal
	Open Water Disposal
	Turbidities
	Land Disposal

	Alternatives
	Responses to the Public Notice
	EPA Approval
	Public Notice IWW-M-3
	Comments-Responses

	Port Isabel to Mud Flats
	Proposed Action
	Need for Action
	Environmental Setting
	Adverse Environmental Effects
	Dredging
	Disposal
	Open Water Disposal
	Turbidities
	Land Disposal

	Alternatives
	Responses to the Public Notice
	EPA Approval
	Public Notice IWW-M-4
	Comments-Responses

	Tributary Channel to Harlingen Via Arroyo Colorado
	Proposed Action
	Need for Action
	Environmental Setting
	Adverse Environmental Effects
	Dredging
	Disposal
	Open Water Disposal
	Turbidities
	Land Disposal

	Alternatives
	Responses to the Public Notice
	EPA Approval
	Pubic Notice IWW-M-5
	Comments-Responses

	High Island to Galveston Bay
	Proposed Action
	Need for Action
	Environmental Setting
	Adverse Environmental Effects
	Dredging
	Disposal
	Open Water Disposal
	Turbidities
	Land Disposal

	Alternatives
	Responses to the Public Notice
	EPA Approval
	Public Notice IWW-M-8
	Comments-Responses

	Corpus Christi Bay to Mud Flats
	Proposed Action
	Need for Action
	Environmental Setting
	Adverse Environmental Effects
	Dredging
	Disposal
	Open Water Disposal
	Turbidities

	Alternatives
	Responses to the Public Notice
	EPA Approval
	Public Notice No. IWW-M-9
	Comments-Responses

	San Bernard River Channel
	Proposed Action
	Need for Action
	Environmental Setting
	Adverse Environmental Effects
	Dredging
	Disposal
	Land Disposal

	Alternatives
	Responses to the Public Notice
	EPA Approval
	Public Notice No. IWW-M-11
	Comments-Responses

	Port Arthur to High Island
	Proposed Action
	Need for Action
	Environmental Setting
	Adverse Environmental Effects
	Dredging
	Disposal
	Land Disposal

	Alternatives
	Responses to the Public Notice
	EPA Approval
	Public Notice No. IWW-M-12
	Comments-Response

	Channel to Palacios
	Proposed Action
	Need for Action
	Environmental Setting
	Adverse Environmental Effects
	Dredging
	Disposal
	Open Water Disposal
	Turbidities
	Land Disposal

	Alternatives
	Responses to the Public Notice
	EPA Approval
	Public Notice No. IWW-M-15
	Comments-Responses

	Tributary Channel to Victoria
	Proposed Action
	Need for Action
	Environmental Setting
	Adverse Environmental Effects
	Dredging
	Disposal
	Open Water Disposal
	Turbidities
	Land Disposal

	Alternatives
	Responses to the Public Notice
	EPA Approval
	Public Notice No. IWW-M-7
	Comments-Responses

	Matagorda Bay to San Antonio Bay
	Proposed Action
	Need for Action
	Environmental Setting
	Adverse Environmental Effects
	Dredging
	Disposal
	Open Water Disposal
	Turbidities
	Land Disposal

	Alternatives
	Response to the Public Notice
	EPA Approval
	Public Notice No. IWW-M-10
	Comments-Responses

	San Antonio Bay to Corpus Christi Bay
	Proposed Action
	Need for Action
	Environmental Setting
	Adverse Environmental Effects
	Dredging
	Disposal
	Open Water Disposal
	Turbidities
	Land Disposal

	Alternatives
	Responses to the Public Notice
	EPA Approval
	Public Notice No. IWW-M-13
	Comments-Responses

	Tributary Channel to Aransas Pass
	Proposed Action
	Need for Action
	Environmental Setting
	Adverse Environmental Effects
	Dredging
	Disposal
	Land Disposal

	Alternatives
	Responses to the Public Notice
	EPA Approval
	Public Notice No. IWW-M-6
	Comments-Responses




