
Pecos East Relief Route
Reeves County Civic Center

PUBLIC HEARING
Tuesday, April 8, 2025
1500 S. Cedar St., Pecos, TX 79772

Available online through Wednesday, April 23, 2025
at txdot.gov, keyword search “Pecos East Relief Route”

1 Please sign in

2 Watch a video
presentation

3 View exhibits

4 Ask questions and
Provide comments

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable Federal environmental laws for this project are being, or have been, 
carried out by TxDOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a Memorandum of Understanding dated December 9, 2019, and executed by FHWA and TxDOT.
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Public Involvement

TxDOT values public input and has offered several opportunities

to weigh in on the Pecos East Relief Route:

• Virtual public meeting – May 26, 2021

• Stakeholder meeting – May 27, 2021

• Public meeting – June 4, 2024

• Public hearing – April 8, 2025
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To learn more about the 
information provided and 

feedback received at those 
meetings you can scan the QR 

code shown on this screen.



Project Background – Overview 

•Project Limits:

-From US 285 north of Pecos to US 

285 south of Pecos on the east side

•Length:

-Approximately 10 miles

•Location:

-Reeves County
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Project Goals

Pecos East Relief Route

Increase mobility

• Significant increase in 
traffic on US 285

• Increased travel times 
through Pecos

• Delays due to at-grade 
railroad crossing

Improve safety

• Crash rates twice as high

• 52% of crashes were 
intersection related

• 32% involved trucks
or buses

• 46% were during peak 
traffic hours

Data taken from 2022 
TxDOT CRIS

Improve connectivity

• Commercial truck traffic – 
20% to 40% of all traffic

• The current route is 
unreliable and inefficient 
for energy sector traffic

• There is not currently
an alternate route north 
and south

Commercial motor vehicle (CMV) traffic in 2021 ranged from 20% to 40% of all traffic along 
US 285 in the study area. Much of the CMV traffic is associated with the growing energy 
sector and will likely increase given the forecasted traffic growth. Texas A&M Transportation 
Institute reports that CMV crashes at intersections where speeding is involved have a 170% 
greater injury/fatality risk per crash. Therefore, shifting truck traffic from US 285 to the 
proposed Relief Route is expected to improve safety along that corridor.



Project Description

• Four-lane divided highway

• One-way frontage roads in each direction 

• Interchanges at major intersections

• Bicycle and pedestrian shared-use paths
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Proposed Typical Section



Project Phasing

• Phase 1 – From I-20 to US 285 north of Pecos

-Construct frontage roads, with overpasses at US 285, FM 1216, the UPRR and BI-20

• Phase 2 – From I-20 to US 285 south of Pecos

-Construct frontage roads, with overpasses at FM 1450 and US 285

• Phase 3 – From I-20 to US 285 north of Pecos

-Construct mainlanes, with overpass at I-20

• Phase 4 – From I-20 to US 285 south of Pecos 

-Construct mainlanes
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Environmental Overview

The project would be processed as a Categorical Exclusion (CE) in compliance with 
the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).

The project team identified and assessed potential impacts to the natural and 
human environment, including:
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• Air Quality
• Archaeological Resources
• Biological Resources
• Historic Properties

• Hazardous Materials
• Social & Community Impacts
• Traffic Noise
• Water Quality & Water Resources



Environmental Overview

Pecos East Relief Route

Air Quality

Archaeological Resources

Biological Resources

• The project area is in attainment of all National Ambient Air Quality Standards. 
Therefore, no air quality analysis is required.

• The initial Archaeological Background Study completed in October 2024 
recommended additional survey due to the amount of inaccessible land.

• Additional survey would be conducted after ROW acquisition has been completed.
• No significant impacts to archaeological resources are anticipated. 

• Biological resources were evaluated, and no significant impacts are anticipated 
to protected species or habitat.
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Environmental Overview
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Historic Properties

Hazardous Materials

Social & Community Impacts

• There are no historically designated properties located within 1/4 mile
of the project area. 

• A historical marker depicting the “Vicinity of Significant Neighbors Ford Trail”
is located within 1/4 mile of the project area.

• No impacts to historically designated resources are anticipated.

• The Hazardous Materials Initial Site Assessment (ISA) report concluded there are 
no unresolved hazardous material concerns in the project area of potential effect. 
No further hazardous materials action is required.

• There would be one residential and three commercial displacements. 
• There are no community resources near the project area. 
• No adverse impacts are anticipated to community resources, community cohesion,

or travel patterns.
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Environmental Overview
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Traffic Noise

Water Quality & Water Resources

• Traffic noise impacts were identified. However, noise abatement was not 
considered reasonable or feasible.

• No impacts to regulated streams, wetlands or other potential waters are 
anticipated.

• Erosion and sediment control devices would be implemented during 
construction to reduce erosion and runoff from the project site. 
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Right of Way

Pecos East Relief Route

• Approximately 600 acres of new right of 
way would be required for the proposed 
project.

• One residential property and three 
commercial businesses are anticipated to 
be displaced.

For more information:
• Visit www.txdot.gov and 

search “landowner’s rights”
• Scan the QR code on your 

mobile device

http://www.txdot.gov/


Project Timeline*

*Subject to change

Pecos East Relief Route

2021

2021

2022

2024

2025

2025
January:

Begin 
planning 

study

May:
Virtual 
Public 

Hearing

Spring:
Begin 

schematic 
design

June:
Public 

Meeting

April:
Public 

Hearing

Late 2025:
Receive 

environmental 
decision & 
approved 
schematic



How to Comment

Pecos East Relief Route

We appreciate your feedback! Visit www.txdot.gov, keyword search “Pecos East Relief Route” 
for additional project information and downloads. Comments must be received on or before 

Wednesday, April 23, 2025, to be included in the official record of the hearing.

Contact project staff by phone at 432-498-4645 or by email at Gabriel.Ramirez@txdot.gov

to ask questions at any time during the project development process.

Comment card Email comments Mail-in comments

Leave written comments 

at in-person event. You 

can access the online 

comment form by visiting 

the project webpage.

Submit a comment to: 

Gabriel.Ramirez@txdot.gov

TxDOT Odessa District

Attn: Pecos East Relief Route

3901 E. Highway 80

Odessa, TX 79761

Leave up to a 3-minute 

verbal comment at

432-287-0070

Verbal comments

http://www.txdot.gov/
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