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SLIDE 1 — Title Slide

Welcome to the Gunter Relief Route virtual public meeting presented by The Texas
Department of Transportation Paris District.

Thank you for joining us. My name is Dan Perry and | serve as the Director of
Transportation Planning and Development for the Paris District. On behalf of Paris
District Engineer Noel Paramanantham and Project Manager Duane Good, the

department appreciates your interest in the Gunter Relief Route project.

Due to the COVID-19 outbreak, TxDOT is hosting this virtual public meeting in lieu of a
traditional, in-person public meeting. This pre-recorded presentation will show the same
information that would have been presented during the in-person meeting. Please note

that you may pause this video at any time to allow additional time to study each slide.

At the conclusion of this presentation, you will be provided several methods to submit
comments to the department. Your comments will be addressed in the formal meeting
documentation and will be given full consideration as the department prepares final

recommendations for this project.

All maps and exhibits showing the project location and design as well as other information

and materials about the proposed project are available for your review at www.txdot.gov

by searching “Gunter Relief Route”.

SLIDE 2 — Public Meeting in Response to Public Health

TxDOT changed the in-person public meeting to a virtual format in response to the
COVID-19 outbreak. The virtual public meeting and TxDOT website provide the same


http://www.loop286.com/
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information as the in-person meeting including project information, an estimated timeline,

process for submitting comments, and key contacts.

SLIDE 3—- Public Meeting Purpose

Similar to an in-person public meeting, this virtual public meeting has four essential

purposes:

To inform the public of the status of the project and present the recommendations
based on studies performed to date.

e To describe the project so those participating can determine the project’s potential
to affect their lives and property.

¢ To give the public an opportunity to provide their comments and input on the project
before location and design decisions are finalized. However, due the virtual format,
the comment process may be a little different than what you are used too. We will

give a detail explanation of the ways to provide input on the project shortly.

¢ And finally, to develop a record of public views and participation to accompany

recommendations for any decisions.
This public meeting is being held in compliance with both federal and state laws.

| will now introduce Stoney Skidmore, BGE’s Project Manager, who has been assisting

TxDOT with developing this virtual public meeting.
BGE, Inc.

SLIDE 4 — Project Overview

Thank you, Dan.

The TxDOT Paris District and the Grayson County Regional Mobility Authority, also
known as GCRMA, is proposing to construct a new location roadway from Scharff Road,

approximately 4 miles west of Gunter, Texas to SH 289, also referred to as Preston Road.
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The approximate project length is 3.6 miles and traverses primarily open pastures.
Currently there are three alternatives being considered: a North Alternative, Center

Alternative, and a South Alternative.

SLIDE 5 — Project Background

The City of Gunter is experiencing growth from the northern Metroplex suburbs due to its
location on State Highway 289 and close proximity to the future Dallas North Tollway (or
DNT). The DNT’s initial plan is to extend the tollway from US 380 north to the Grayson
County line then potentially to US Highway 75.

With the future expansion of DNT, additional traffic and growth is expected to move into
Grayson County. Currently FM 121 turns into West Main Street heading east through
Gunter. In order to access SH 289 from FM 121 drivers currently travel city streets through

Gunter.

The proposed Gunter Relief Route would help reduce future congestion, increase
capacity, and decreases driver delays through Gunter and the surrounding area. Safety

for pedestrians and drivers could also improve with the proposed project.
The next few slides will discuss the proposed project.

SLIDE 6— Proposed Section

The proposed new location facility includes a four-lane roadway with a center two-way
left turn lane. The proposed right-of-way width ranges from 190 to 310 feet. The facility is
being designed at 70 miles per hour from Scharff Road to SH 289.

All three alternatives would initially start along the existing FM 121 alignment and tie into

the proposed FM 121W project east of Preston Road.
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SLIDE 7- Alternatives Analysis — North Option

The proposed North Option crosses Preston Road approximately 0.7 miles south of the
existing FM 121 crossing. This route includes reconstruction of the FM 121 bridge west
of Old Tioga Road as well as the reconstruction of the curves between Wall Street Road

and Westman Road.

SLIDE 8- Alternatives Analysis — Center Option

The proposed Center Option crosses Preston Road approximately 0.8 miles south of the
existing FM 121 crossing. This route includes the realignment and reconfiguration of
Westman Road and Little EIm Creek Road.

SLIDE 9- Alternatives Analysis — South Option

The proposed South Option crosses Preston Road approximately 1.1 miles south of the
existing FM 121 crossing. This route includes the realignment and configuration of
Westman Road and Little EIm Creek Road.

We encourage you to view the schematic design sheets for each alternative, available on

the public meeting webpage.

SLIDE 10— Connection to SH 289

All three alternatives provide a connection for traffic from the Gunter Relief Route to
Preston Road. The proposed connection location is along Sharp Road. Due to the
location of the railroad, a traditional ramp configuration does not allow access to all

directions.

SLIDE 11— Timeline

Following this public meeting, TXDOT would develop an alternatives matrix to compare
environmental constraints, construction cost, impacts to residential and commercial

properties, and input from the public for all three alternatives.
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An anticipated second public meeting to present the recommended alignment is planned

for May 2021. Environmental findings and final design are planned for the Fall of 2021.
Anticipated right-of-way acquisition is planned to begin in Fall 2022.

SLIDE 12 — Environmental Review

Prior to December 16, 2014, the Federal Highway Administration, or FHWA, reviewed
and approved documents prepared under the National Environmental Policy Act, known
as NEPA. However, on December 16, 2014, the Texas Department of Transportation
assumed responsibility from FHWA to review and approve certain assigned NEPA
environmental documents. The Memorandum of Understanding between TxDOT and
FHWA was renewed on December 9, 2019.

SLIDE 13 — Environmental Review

Environmental technical reports will be performed for the proposed project in accordance
with NEPA. The environmental analyses are necessary to identify, avoid, and minimize
effects to the human and natural environments. Resources that will be evaluated during
the environmental analyses include air quality, community impacts, cultural resources,

hazardous materials, biological resources, traffic noise, and water resources.

An initial environmental constraints map is available on the project website for review.

Once the environmental technical reports are complete, they will be available for public
review and comment following a public hearing that is tentatively scheduled for the fall of
2021.

The TxDOT will issue an environmental finding at the end of the study to determine if the
project can move forward. The finding may include mitigation to offset adverse effects to

sensitive resources.
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SLIDE 14 - Public Comments

As previously stated, one of the goals of this public meeting is to receive your thoughts,
questions, and concerns about the proposed project. There are several ways to submit

your comment:

1. You may email your comments to: Duane.Good@txdot.gov.
2. Mail your comments to Duane Good, P.E., TXDOT Paris District Office, 1365 North
Main Street, Paris, TX 75460.

3. You may submit your comments online:

a. Visit www.txdot.gov.

b. In the “Search TxDOT” box in the upper-right hand corner of the webpage,
enter the search term: Gunter Relief Route.

c. Select the Virtual Public Meeting webpage, then click on the “Submit Your
Comment” button at the top right of the page or click on the email link at the
bottom of the page.

4. You may also scan this QR Code with your smartphone or tablet to access the

electronic comment form.

All comments regarding the Gunter Relief Route Project must be received or postmarked
on or before Wednesday, November 11, 2020 to be included in the formal meeting

documentation.

SLIDE 15 - Public Inquiries

If you have any general questions or concerns regarding the Gunter Relief Route Project,
please contact the TxDOT project manager, Duane Good, during regular business hours,
Monday through Friday, from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., by phone at (903) 737-9282 or by email at
Duane.Good@txdot.gov.
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SLIDE 16 — Closing

Thank you for watching this virtual public meeting and for your interest concerning the

proposed design of the Gunter Relief Route Project.

Please visit TxDOT.gov for additional project information and to subscribe for project
updates and meeting notices.

Thank you.
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