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TxDOT changed the in-person 
public hearing to a pre-recorded 
virtual format in response to the 
COVID-19 outbreak:

The virtual public hearing and 
TxDOT website provide the same 
information as the in-person 
hearing:

- Project information
- Estimated timeline
- Process for submitting 

comments 
- Key contacts

Virtual Public Hearing in Response to Public Health
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Project Purpose and Limits
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State Highway 174 
over Brazos River (Lake 

Whitney)
Bosque/Hill Counties 

CSJ:  0519-02-019

Purpose: to provide a reliable 
and efficient crossing of State 
Highway 174 over the Brazos 
River, with the structural and 
functional capacity to meet 
current and projected traffic 
requirements, including the 
mix of large and heavy vehicles 
that operate in the area.

Project Location



SH 174 Bridge 
over Brazos River (Lake Whitney)

Public Involvement Goals

 Provide public involvement opportunities for stakeholders, 
roadway users, and the general community to engage with the 
project team and share feedback

 Update those interested on the project process and timeline

 Meet the federal and state requirements to notify the public 
about potential project impacts to recreational land 
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Project Overview – Purpose and Need

The need for the proposed project is based upon the 
following conditions:
 Extensive deterioration of the concrete decks on the 

approach spans
 Fracture critical design of the steel truss – (a portion of the 

bridge could collapse if certain steel members fail) 
 Narrow roadway width and low level of service for the 

volume of truck traffic
 Load restriction that impacts locally-generated and 

regional heavy vehicle traffic
 Deficient traffic railing
 Inadequate clearance between the water and the deck 

truss
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Project Overview - Design Considerations
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Deck Elevation
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Project Overview – Existing Structure
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Existing Bridge
 Existing deck: 2 -12 foot lanes with 

3 foot shoulders

 Deck truss design

 Load posting temporarily removed

 Bridge currently open to one-way 
traffic only
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Design/Alignment
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The complete proposed schematic can be viewed at:
www.txdot.gov, keywords search “SH 174 at Brazos 
River”

Proposed bridge

Existing bridge

Preliminary; subject to revision

Proposed Bridge
2-12-foot lanes with 10-foot 
shoulders
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Environmental Considerations

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions 
required by applicable Federal environmental laws for this 
project are being, or have been, carried-out by TxDOT pursuant to 
23 U.S.C. 327 and a Memorandum of Understanding dated 
December 9, 2019, and executed by FHWA and TxDOT.
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Environmental Considerations: Historic Significance
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Environmental Considerations: Historic Significance
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• The Three Span 
Continuous Deck Truss is 
an uncommon and 
complex bridge type

• The bridge is a 
masterwork of Texas 
Highway Department 
senior design engineer, 
James R. Graves, 
recognized as an 
innovative Texas bridge 
designer of the period.

TxDOT is requesting your 
input on mitigation ideas for 
the loss of the bridge.
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Environmental Considerations: Water Resources
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Environmental Considerations: Recreational Property Chapter 26
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Kimball Bend 
Park:

Wildlife 
Management 
Area:

 Chapter 26 of the 
Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Code 
requires a public 
hearing when 
recreational 
property is taken. 
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Environmental Considerations: Recreational Property 4(f)
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Kimball Bend 
Park:

Wildlife 
Management 
Area:

 TxDOT seeking  “de 
minimis” finding –
meaning that the 
taking of recreational 
property 
(approximately 4 
acres) will not 
adversely affect the 
activities, features, or 
attributes of the 
property overall

 TxDOT will consider 
comments received 
during the 
environmental process 
before making a final 
Section 4(f) de minimis
determination
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Environmental Process
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Environmental 
Surveys

Technical 
Reports

Environmental 
Review

Public 
Hearing

Environmental 
Clearance
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Anticipated Schedule
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February 2022 - Virtual Public Hearing

March 2022 - Environmental Clearance and 
easement acquisition

May 2022 – Advertise for construction bids

July 2022 – Construction begin (duration 
approximately 18 months)
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How To Submit Your Comments
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833-933-0437michael.rhodes@txdot.gov Texas Department of 
Transportation

100 South Loop Dr.
Waco, TX 76704

www.txdot.gov
Keyword search SH 

“174 at Brazos 
River”

Additional Questions?
Any questions regarding this project may be made at anytime during the project 

development process.

Please contact:
Michael Rhodes

Phone: 254-867-2739
Email: michael.rhodes@txdot.gov

Online Email Us Mail-in Comments Leave a voicemail

All comments must be received or postmarked by Thursday, February 24, 2022, to be 
included in the official hearing documentation.


