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US 77 Roadway Widenin
From SH 71 to approximately 0.56 miles north of CR 156
Fayette and Lee Counties

CSJ: 0211-06-059

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable
Federal environmental laws for this project are being, or have been, carried-out by
TxDOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a Memorandum of Understanding dated Dec.
9, 2019, and executed by the Federal Highway Administration and TxDOT.




Project Overview Project Purpose and Need

Location — Fayette and Lee Counties

e . Project Need:
Limits — SH 71 to approximately 0.56

miles north of CR 156 = Capacity is inadequate to meet current and future traffic
Corridor Length — 11.6 miles volumes, resulting in reduced mobility on this stretch of
highway that is designated as a Hurricane Evacuation
2\ Route.
2% = Current configuration of US 77 from SH 71 to CR 156

does not meet current safety standards due to vertical and
horizontal curve design speeds and sight distances. Due
to the large percentage of truck traffic, addressing these
safety issues will facilitate safer local and regional
mobility.

Rabbs

Prairie
Nﬂge

The purpose of the proposed project is to enhance safety
and provide added capacity for projected future traffic in
Fayette County along US 77, north of La Grange, Texas.
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Existing Typical Sections

EXISTING US 77 SECTION
(LOOKING NORTH)

SHLDR ~ SB LANE  NB LANE SHLDR

= Two-lane, undivided rural roadway with a 12-foot travel lane in each direction

= 8-foot outside shoulders

= Existing right of way varies between 100 to 230 feet wide

= Drainage is conveyed in grass-lined ditches and conveyed beneath the roadway through culverts
= Existing right of way is 188.78 acres
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Proposed Typical Sections

Fayette and Lee Counties

Two proposed typical sections
= Divided Section (orange
= 5-Lane Section (green
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Proposed Typical Section - Divided Section

PROPOSED US 77 DIVIDED SECTION
(LOOKING NORTH)

SHLDR  SB LANES  SHLDR MEDIAN SHLDR MB LANES  SHLDR

——\N\jiimEEy —— = NAREEEENY

= Widen US 77 to a four-lane divided roadway

= Two 12-foot travel lanes, 10-foot outside shoulders, and 4-foot inside shoulders
= Median would vary between 56 and 68 feet wide

= J12-foot-wide left turn lanes at multiple intersections

= Roadside drainage would be maintained in grass-lined ditches

= Proposed right of way is 152.74 acres
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Proposed Typical Section - 5-Lane Section

PROPOSED US 77 5-LANE SECTION
(LOOKING NORTH)

SHLDR SB LANES LT TURN LANE  NB LANES SHLDR

= 14-foot center turn lane between the mainlanes instead of median
= (Qutside shoulders reduced to 8 feet wide
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Environmental Assessment

= Biological Resources

= Community Impacts

= Potential Displacements
= Water Resources

= Hazardous Materials

= Air Quality

= Noise Analysis

= Archeological Resources

= Hijstoric Resources
= Protected Lands

= Agency Coordination and Public
Involvement

Based on the findings in the Draft EA and
technical reports, implementation of the
proposed project would not result in a

significant impact on the human or natural
environment under NEPA. Therefore, a finding
of no significant impact is recommended.
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Environmental Studies

Historic Resources

=  (One Official Texas Historical Marker for Rabbs Prairie is within the
existing right of way.

= 265 historic-age resources (constructed in 1979 or earlier) were
documented.

= Recommending three properties eligible for listing in the National
Register of Historic Places:

- Kunze Farm (Resource 8)
- Warda Smithy (Resource 13A)
- Fayette County Fairground (Resource 59)

= The proposed project would require 2.41 acres of right of way from
within the historic boundary of the Kunze Farm; TxDOT is working to
avoid an adverse effect to an existing stock pass under US 77 at the
farm.

= No adverse effect is anticipated to Resources 13A or 59.

= The potential Section 4(f) and Chapter 26 effects would be finalized
following the intensive historic survey, which is ongoing.
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Environmental Studies

Protected Lands - Fayette County
Fairgrounds

= Protected by the U.S. Department of
Transportation Act Section 4(f) regulations
and Chapter 26 of the Texas Parks and
Wildlife Code

=  Approximately 0.56 acres of right of way is
proposed from the recreational area, but the
acquisition would be outside the boundary of
the historic site at the fairgrounds.

= The proposed project would remove
approximately 0.27 acres of maintained
grasses between US 77 and the Czech Music
Museum of Texas building, which is located
on the Fairgrounds property, and _ . . =
cu'rre.ntly includes the realignment of the Tyr— aDis_CGO" - : Pml ———
existin g shared-use path E Proposed Right-of-Way (Ja-H Fairground Vehicle Entry/Exit Softball Field

Baseball Field D Fayette Fairgrounds Buildings
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Next Steps

2020-2021 Nov. 16, FALL 2021 Early 2023 Late 2023 Early 2024 2027
2021

. Virtual Public Respond to Right-of- Final Design Begin End
Preliminary Hearing Public Way and Utility Construction Construction
Design and Nov. 18, Comments Acquisition Relocations

Environmental and Caralim
Documentation 2021 Environmental Complete P

In—Pe_rson Clearance
Option

PRELIMINARY - SUBJECT TO CHANGE
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How To Submit Public Comments

All comments must be received or postmarked by Dec. 3, 2021 N
= Phone: Call the project phone line at 979-608-1005 to leave a voicemail é

comment.
= Comment Card: Download the comment card from the project website: @
www.txdot.gov, keyword search “US 77 from SH 71" }{
= [n-person: Fill out a comment card at the public hearing and drop it in the
comment box mr
= Email: JohnPaul.Clark@txdot.gov
= Mail: TxDOT Yoakum District -m
Attention: John Paul Clark ——
403 Huck St, Yoakum, TX 77995 TN
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