Virtual Public Hearing
Pre-Recorded Presentation

US 77 Roadway Widening
From SH 71 to approximately 0.56 miles north of CR 156

Fayette and Lee Counties
CSJ: 0211-06-059

Nov. 16, 2021

Welcome to the Texas Department of Transportation Yoakum District’s virtual public hearing for
the proposed US 77 Roadway Widening Project, from SH 71 to approximately 0.56 miles north
of CR 156 in Fayette and Lee Counties, Texas. My name is Daisy Orona and | am part of the
consultant team working on this project on behalf of TxDOT and | would like to welcome you and
thank you for participating in this virtual public hearing.

This is a pre-recorded presentation. This virtual public hearing is being held to present the
proposed project, present the preferred alternative, and gather public input. You are
encouraged to submit comments on the proposed project after reviewing the hearing materials
and listening to this presentation.

This hearing presentation is available for viewing starting on Nov. 16, 2021. This presentation
will cover the same information the Yoakum District will present at the in-person public hearing
event scheduled for Nov. 18, 2021, at 4 p.m. at the VFW Hall located at 500 Veterans
Memorial Drive in La Grange. The comment process for the virtual public hearing will be
described near the end of this presentation. The hearing materials, project information and
details on the in-person option can also be found at www.txdot.gov by searching “US 77 from
SH 71",

During the virtual hearing, you may pause the presentation and navigate forward or backward
using your video player.




Agenda

= Welcome

= Public Hearing Process

= Project Overview

= Environmental Overview
= Right-of-Way Process

= Project Next Steps

= Public Comment Process
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The purpose of this virtual public hearing, is to share information and allow the public to
comment on the proposed US 77 project and to present the findings of the Draft Environmental
Assessment (or EA) created for this project.

In this presentation, | will describe the public hearing process, provide a project and
environmental overview, explain the TxDOT Right-of-Way Process, the proposed project's next
steps and outline the methods for submitting comments.



Public Hearing Process

Please call 361-293-4374 if you have:

= Problems accessing public hearing information online
= Requests for special accommodations

= Language or interpretation needs other than English

Discussion with project staff will not be included in the official
record of the public hearing.
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If you experience technical difficulties with the public hearing, please call Mr. John Paul Clark at
361-293-4374. You may also request special accommodations, assistance accessing public
hearing information and materials, and language interpretation needs other than English.

Please note, discussion with project staff will not be included in the official record of this public
hearing. If members of the public wish to submit a comment to be part of the official record of
this public hearing they may do so in the ways outlined at the end of this presentation.




Public Outreach and Notifications

= Public Hearing Notices were published in:
- Giddings Times and News on Oct. 27, 2021, Nov. 3, 2021, and Nov. 10, 2021
- Fayette County Record on Oct. 29, 2021, Nov. 5, 2021, and Nov. 12, 2021

= Elected Official Letters were mailed on Oct. 26, 2021

= Notices were mailed to adjacent property owners on Oct. 26, 2021

= Notices were posted to the TxDOT website on Oct. 27, 2021
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Notices for this Public Hearing were published in the Giddings Times and News on Oct. 27,
2021, Nov. 3, 2021, and Nov. 10, 2021. Notices were published in the Fayette County Record
on Oct. 29, 2021, Nov. 5, 2021, and Nov. 12, 2021.

Letters to elected officials and adjacent property owners were mailed on Oct. 26, 2021. The
notices were posted on the TxDOT website on Oct. 27, 2021.



Memorandum of Understanding

National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) Assignment to the
Texas Department of Transportation

The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by
applicable Federal environmental laws for this project are being, or
have been, carried-out by TxDOT pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327 and a
Memorandum of Understanding dated Dec. 9, 2019, and executed by
the Federal Highway Administration and TxDOT.
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The US 77 project is receiving federal funds, and because of the federal component, TxDOT is
required to assess the potential environmental effects of the proposed project in accordance
with Federal standards. The process that is followed is called the National Environmental Policy
Act process, otherwise known as NEPA. The NEPA process provides analyses of the potential
impacts to the natural and manmade environment and helps the decision maker to make an
informed decision on whether or not to proceed with the project. Prior to December 16, 2014,
the Federal Highway Administration, otherwise known as FHWA, reviewed and approved
documents prepared under the National Environmental Policy Act, known as NEPA. However, on
December 16, 2014, the Texas Department of Transportation assumed responsibility from the
FHWA for reviewing and approving certain assigned NEPA environmental documents. This
memorandum of understanding was renewed on December 9, 2019. This review and approval
process applies to this proposed project.



Project Overview

Location — Fayette and Lee
Counties

Limits — SH 71 to approximately
0.56 miles north of CR 156

Corridor Length — 11.6 miles

Rabbs
Prairie

= La Grange
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The Texas Department of Transportation understands the need for both planning and design to
meet the regional needs of long-term growth. TXDOT is proposing improvements to US 77. The
project is located within Fayette and Lee counties and stretches between La Grange and the
Fayette/Lee County Line. The project's study limits extend on US 77 from SH 71 to
approximately 0.56 miles north of CR 156, for approximately 11.6 miles.




Purpose and Need - Why Is This Project Needed?

Project Need:

= Capacity is inadequate to meet current and future traffic volumes, resulting in
reduced mobility on this stretch of highway that is designated as a Hurricane
Evacuation Route.

= Current configuration of US 77 from SH 71 to CR 156 does not meet current
safety standards due to vertical and horizontal curve design speeds and sight
distances. Due to the large percentage of truck traffic, addressing these
safety issues will facilitate safer local and regional mobility.

The purpose of the proposed project is to enhance safety and provide added
capacity for projected future traffic in Fayette County along US 77, north of La
Grange, Texas.
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This project is needed because the capacity of the US 77 roadway is inadequate to meet
current and future traffic volumes, resulting in reduced mobility on this stretch of highway that
is designated as a Hurricane Evacuation Route. Additionally, the current configuration of US 77
from SH 71 to CR 156 does not meet current safety standards due to vertical and horizontal
curve design speeds and sight distances. Due to the large percentage of truck traffic,
addressing these safety issues will facilitate safer local and regional mobility.

The purpose of the proposed project is to enhance safety and provide added capacity for
projected future traffic in Fayette County along US 77, north of La Grange, Texas.



= Texas Trunk System
= Hurricane Evacuation Route
= Energy Sector Corridor

Approximately 16.2 percent of the average
daily traffic is categorized as heavy vehicles
for the US 77 project area.
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The heavy truck traffic along the corridor adds to congestion and reduced mobility creating
unsafe conditions along the corridor due to the undivided roadway section. US 77 is identified
as part of the Texas Trunk System, a network of rural divided highways that serves as a
principal connector for all Texas cities, a Hurricane Evacuation Route, and is located within the
Energy Sector Corridor, which results in a relatively large percent of heavy vehicle traffic (traffic
consisting of articulated trucks, buses, and single-unit trucks). According to the traffic analysis
for highway design, approximately 16.2 percent of the average daily traffic is categorized as
heavy vehicles for the US 77 project area.



US 77 Crash Data

US 77 Crash Rate Versus US 77 Crash History
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Texas statewide crash rates for two-way, two-lane rural roadways (such as US 77) indicate an
2016-2020 average of 70.47 crashes per 100 million vehicle miles travelled. An accident
summary, provided by project engineers in July 2021, indicates a 2016-2020 average crash
rate of 60.97 crashes per 100 million vehicle miles travelled for US 77 from SH 71 to CR 156.
While the US 77 crash rate is lower than the state average, there were between 12 and 23
crashes each year within the project area, several of which were documented fatalities. Studies
have shown that conversion from most typical two-lane, two-way section to a typical four-lane
divided section results in a 40 to 60 percent reduction in crashes. This is similarly reflected in
the statewide traffic crash rates by roadway type for Texas, with approximately 90 crashes
occurring per 100 million vehicle miles on a two-lane, two-way roadway compared with
approximately 54 crashes occurring on a four or more lane-divided section in 2020.



Existing Typical Sections

EXISTING US 77 SECTION
(LOOKING NORTH)

SHLDR  SB LANE  NB LANE SHLDR

= Two-lane, undivided rural roadway with a 12-foot travel lane in each direction

= 8-foot outside shoulders

= Existing right of way varies between 100 to 230 feet wide

= Drainage is conveyed in grass-lined ditches and conveyed beneath the roadway through culverts
= Existing right of way is 188.78 acres

US 77 Roadway Widening Project Nov. 16, 2021 10

A typical section is a technical term for the roadway design. US 77 is typically a two-lane,
undivided rural roadway with a 12-foot travel lane in each direction bounded by 8-foot outside
shoulders. The existing right of way of US 77 varies between 100 to 230 feet wide. Existing
drainage is conveyed in grass-lined ditches and conveyed beneath the roadway through
culverts. Fourteen to sixteen-foot-wide dual left turn lanes and 12-foot-wide left turn lanes are
present at various locations throughout the project area. The existing right of way is 188.78
acres.




Proposed Typical Sections

Two proposed typical sections
= Divided Section (orange)
= 5-Lane Section (green)

Divided Section

US 77 Roadway Widening Project Nov. 16, 2021 11

There are two proposed typical sections along the project corridor, a divided section and a 5-
lane section. The divided section is shown in orange and extends through the rural portions.

The 5-lane section is shown in green and extends through the more developed portions north of
La Grange and through Warda.



Proposed Typical Section - Divided Section

Q.T 2 SHLDR  SB LANES  SHLDR

PROPOSED US 77 DIVIDED SECTION
(LOOKING NORTH)
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= Widen US 77 to a four-lane divided roadway

= Two 12-foot travel lanes, 10-foot outside shoulders, and 4-foot inside shoulders
= Median would vary between 56 and 68 feet wide

= 12-foot-wide left turn lanes at multiple intersections

= Roadside drainage would be maintained in grass-lined ditches

= Proposed right of way is 152.74 acres
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This slide shows the proposed divided typical section. The proposed US 77 improvements would
include the expansion of the existing roadway to a four-lane divided facility. The northbound and
southbound roadways would be constructed with two 12-foot travel lanes, 10-foot outside
shoulders, and 4-foot inside shoulders. The median would vary between 56 and 68 feet wide.
Twelve-foot left turn lanes would be constructed at multiple intersections within the project
area. Roadside drainage would be maintained in grass-lined ditches. The proposed project
would require the acquisition of approximately 152.74 acres of right of way.




Proposed Typical Section - 5-Lane Section

PROPOSED US 77 5-LANE SECTION
(LOOKING NORTH)

SHLDR SB LANES LT TURN LANE ~ NB LANES SHLDR

= 14-foot center turn lane between the mainlanes instead of median
= Qutside shoulders reduced to 8 feet wide
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The 5-lane section is proposed where right of way is restricted to a width between 120 to 175
feet. A 14-foot dual center left turn lane would be constructed between the mainlanes in these
sections. In addition, the outside shoulders would be reduced to eight feet.



Schematic Legend

Full version of the project schematic is available
for download at www.txdot.gov, keyword search
“US 77 to SH 71".

LEGEND
PROPOSED ROW [ PROP PAVEMENT EXISTING CULVERT

EXISTING: RO B GRI0GE PROPOSED CULVERT
PROPERTY LINE

EEEEEES] PAVEMENT REMOVAL =— =——— PROPOSED RETAINING WALL
EXISTING EASEMENT RXEEXE] PAVEMENT ADDITION
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Here is a screenshot of the legend and the schematics that you can find on the website. The
legend is included on each page of the schematics so you can reference it as you review them.
The screenshot shows the colors that fill the proposed design. These colors identify the limits
and major aspects of the project. Let’'s walk through them. The proposed roadway main lanes
are shown with a black outline, culverts are shown in pink, and proposed right of way is shown
with a pink dashed line. A black arrow indicates the direction of traffic flow.

This slide also includes a detailed look at a portion of the schematic, or design drawing, of the
project.



Project Planning and Funding

= Total Project Estimated Cost: approximately $90 million

= The proposed project is consistent with the TxDOT 2022 Unified
Transportation Program (UTP) and the 2021-2024 Rural
Transportation Improvement Program (RTIP).

US 77 Roadway Widening Project Nov. 16, 2021 15

The estimated construction cost is approximately $90 million with 20 percent of funding from
state sources, and 80 percent from federal sources. The proposed project is consistent with the
2022 Unified Transportation Program (UTP) and the 2021-2024 Rural Transportation
Improvement Program (RTIP).

The UTP is TxDOT’s 10-year plan that guides the development of transportation projects across
the state. The UTP determines and authorizes the distribution of construction dollars expected
to be available over next decade.

The RTIP is a fiscally constrained list of projects proposed for funding by federal and state
sources during the next four fiscal years.



Environmental Assessment

= Biological Resources = Historic Resources

= Community Impacts = Protected Lands

= Potential Displacements = Agency Coordination and Public
Involvement

= Water Resources

= Hazardous Materials
= Air Quality

= Noise Analysis

= Archeological Resources
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I will now discuss the environmental studies completed for the proposed project. The project
team identified and evaluated potential environmental impacts in resource-specific technical
reports and summarized those impacts in the Draft Environmental Assessment. A copy of the
Draft EA and technical reports that are available for public review can be found on the TxDOT
project website. The environmental study identified and assessed potential impacts the
proposed project would have to the natural and human environment, including the resources
listed on this slide. The environmental technical reports were approved by TxDOT and have
been coordinated with other public agencies.

As part of the project’'s NEPA compliance, TxDOT considered biological resources, community
impacts, potential displacements, water resources, hazardous materials, air quality, noise
analysis, archeological resources, historic resources, protected lands, agency coordination, and
public involvement. The project was designhed to avoid or minimize impacts to the greatest
amount practicable. Overall, impacts to environmental resources as a result of the proposed US
77 roadway widening project would be minimal.



Environmental Studies

Biological Resources

= Vegetation impacts include 51 acres of mixed
woodland forests, 97.6 acres of post oak savannah,
0.38 acres of disturbed prairie, and 5.57 acres of
riparian vegetation. Coordination with Texas Parks
and Wildlife has been conducted for the proposed
project.

= Suitable habitat for one federal candidate species,
the monarch butterfly, identified within the project
area, and no suitable habitat was present for any of
the other federally listed or candidate species.

= Within range of and suitable habitat present for state-listed species and species of
greatest conservation need. The Build Alternative is not anticipated to cause a
substantial impact to any state-listed species.
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Biological resources studies include evaluating potential impacts to vegetation, wildlife habitat,
and threatened and endangered species. Vegetation impacts include 51 acres of mixed
woodland forests, 97.6 acres of post oak savannah, 0.38 acres of disturbed prairie, and 5.57
acres of riparian vegetation. Coordination with Texas Parks and Wildlife has been conducted for
the proposed project.

Suitable habitat for one federal candidate species, the monarch butterfly, was identified within
the project area and no suitable habitat was present for any of the other federally listed or
candidate species.

The proposed project is within range of and contains suitable habitat for state-listed species
and species of greatest conservation need. The Build Alternative is not anticipated to cause a
substantial impact to any state-listed species. The project will also include Best Management
Practices per the TxDOT-Texas Parks and Wildlife Department BMP Programmatic Agreement
and coordination between the agencies for this project to minimize or avoid impacts to state-
listed threatened species and SGCN.



Environmental Studies

Community Impacts

= |and use in surrounding area includes a mix of
single-family residential, commercial, industrial, :
agricultural, and open space/undeveloped parcels. |

= Community facilities are present within the project
and include the following:

o places of worship, medical facilities, a post
office, a veteran's organization, a
campground and retreat center, a school,
cultural centers, and the Fayette County
Courthouse

= Proposed median would change access and
travel patterns

= Disproportionately high and adverse impacts to
Limited English Proficiency and minority
populations are not anticipated.
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Next, | will discuss community impacts. The communities surrounding the project are a mix of single-
family residential, commercial, industrial, agricultural, and open space/undeveloped parcels. Multiple
types and numbers of community facilities are present within the project area and include places of
worship, medical facilities, a post office, a veteran's organization, a campground and retreat center, a
school, cultural centers, and the Fayette County Courthouse.

The proposed construction of the grass median would increase safety for turning traffic but would also
result in changes to access and travel patterns throughout most of the corridor. Some properties would
only be accessible by cars traveling in specific directions. Seven local streets (Race Track Road, Schubert
Road, Post Oak Road, Bear Creek Road, Schramm Road, Giese Lane, and Humble Lane) that currently
have two-way access would no longer be able to accommodate left-hand turns due to the proposed grass
median. Thus, travel time for all motorists and emergency responders seeking to access properties on
these streets would increase by one to three minutes. The potential changes in access and travel
patterns could result in slightly longer travel times for other residents, employees, or business patrons
along US 77. However, other commuters could experience shorter travel times due to the increased
capacity of the roadway. Overall, mobility and safety would be enhanced for all users of the US 77
roadway, including emergency vehicles, due to the increased capacity of the roadway.

Disproportionately high and adverse impact on Limited English Proficiency and minority populations are
not anticipated because the project would not further divide or separate any communities. Overall, the
proposed design features would enhance mobility and access, and would reduce congestion and improve
safety for both minority and non-minority census geographies.



Environmental Studies

Potential Displacements
=  Six potential displacements from the Build Alternative
- A dance studio (D1)
- One barn/shed structure (D2)
- One commercial facility, East Texas Radiator, Inc. (D3)
- Two residential properties (D4 and D5)
- One post office (D6)
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The proposed project would result in six potential displacements. These include:
A dance studio (D1)

One barn/shed structure (D2)

One commercial facility (D3)

Two residential properties (D4 and D5)

One post office (D6)

These are further discussed on the following slides.



Environmental Studies

Potential Displacements Potential Displacements

D1 - Saltare Studio & Fine Arts Center D3 - East Texas Radiator, Inc.
D4 - Single-family home

D2 - One barn/shed structure

Nov. 16, 2021

US 77 Roadway Widening Project

Potential Displacement D1 is identified as the Saltare Studio & Fine Arts Center, located at
6325 US 77 La Grange. Potential Displacement D2 is identified as a barn/shed structure
located next to the arts center. Potential Displacement D3 is identified as East Texas Radiator,
Inc. located at 6933 US 77 in La Grange. Potential Displacement D4 is a single-family house
with a detached garage and shed located at 7049 US 77 in La Grange.




Environmental Studies

Potential Displacement Potential Displacement
D5 - Single-family home D6 - U.S. Post Office
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Potential Displacement D5 is a single-family home located at 7639 US 77 in La Grange.
Potential Displacement D6 is identified as the U.S. Post Office, located at 5621 US 77 in Warda.
The right of way required for the proposed project would result in a substantial loss of parking
for this community facility.



Environmental Studies

Water Resources

= The proposed project would not involve
construction in wetlands.

= Anticipated impacts to Waters of the U.S., would
occur at seven intermittent streams and three
perennial waters (Indian Creek, Rabbs Creek, and
Pin Oak Branch).

= The impacts are anticipated to be authorized by a
Nationwide Permit from the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers.
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The proposed project would not involve construction in wetlands. Anticipated impacts to Waters
of the U.S., would occur at seven intermittent streams and three perennial waters (Indian Creek,
Rabbs Creek, and Pin Oak Branch). The impacts are anticipated to be authorized by the United
States Army Corps of Engineers under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act.



Environmental Studies

Hazardous Materials

= Five hazardous materials sites of concern were identified.

= Additional research, including review of Texas Commission on Environmental Quality
regulatory files and additional visual survey was conducted.

= As a result of the additional research, the identified sites are not expected to impact
project activities.
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A Hazardous Materials Initial Site Assessment was completed, and five hazardous materials
sites of concern were identified. Additional research, including review of Texas Commission on
Environmental Quality regulatory files and additional visual survey was conducted. As a result of
the additional research, the identified sites are not expected to impact project activities. Any
unanticipated hazardous materials encountered during construction would be handled
according to applicable federal, state and local regulations per TxDOT Standard Specifications.



Environmental Studies

Air Quality
= Consistent with local and regional plans regarding air quality.

= The projected traffic volumes for the estimated time of completion (ETC) year 2025 is
10,650 vehicles per day and for the design year (2055) is 16,350 vehicles per day.

= The traffic projections for the project do not exceed 140,000 vehicles per day; therefore, a
Traffic Air Quality Analysis was not required.

Noise Analysis

= A traffic noise analysis was conducted.

= Existing and predicted traffic noise levels were modeled throughout the project area.
Based on the model, the proposed project would not result in a significant traffic noise
impact at any receiver; therefore, no noise abatement measures would be considered.
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The proposed project is consistent with local and regional plans regarding air quality. The
projected traffic volumes for the estimated time of completion (ETC) year 2025 is 10,650
vehicles per day and for the design year (2055) is 16,350 vehicles per day. The traffic
projections for the project do not exceed 140,000 vehicles per day; therefore, a Traffic Air
Quality Analysis was not required.

A traffic noise analysis was conducted for the proposed project in accordance with TxDOT’s
FHWA-approved Guidelines for Analysis and Abatement of Roadway Traffic Noise. Existing and
predicted traffic noise levels were modeled throughout the project area. Based on the model,
the proposed project would not result in a significant traffic noise impact at any receiver;
therefore, no noise abatement measures would be considered.



Environmental Studies

Archeological Resources

= No new archeological sites were identified for the parcels surveyed; however, a total of
107.05 acres of proposed right of way for which survey was recommended could not be
directly accessed due to lack of right of entry.

= Surveys and any required consultation with Texas Historical Commission would occur
following right-of-way acquisition.
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Cultural resources investigations evaluated archeological and historic structures. No new
archeological sites were identified for the parcels surveyed; however, a total of 107.05 acres of
proposed right of way for which survey was recommended could not be directly accessed due to
lack of right of entry. Surveys and any required consultation with Texas Historical Commission
would occur following right-of-way acquisition.



Environmental Studies

Historic Resources

= One Official Texas Historical Marker for Rabbs Prairie is within the
existing right of way.

= 265 historic-age resources (constructed in 1979 or earlier) were
documented.

= Recommending three properties eligible for listing in the National
Register of Historic Places:

- Kunze Farm (Resource 8)
- Warda Smithy (Resource 13A)
- Fayette County Fairground (Resource 59)

= The proposed project would require 2.41 acres of right of way from i - &
within the historic boundary of the Kunze Farm; TxDOT is working to T \ ‘ 7
avoid, minimize, and/or mitigate an adverse effect to an existing stock
pass under US 77 at the farm.

= No adverse effect is anticipated to Resources 13A or 59.

= The potential Section 4(f) and Chapter 26 effects would be finalized
following the intensive historic survey, which is ongoing.

Warda Smithy
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One Official Texas Historical Marker for Rabbs Prairie is within the existing right of way. 265
historic-age resources (constructed in 1979 or earlier) on 266 parcels were documented.
Recommended three properties eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places:
Kunze Farm (Resource 8), Warda Smithy (Resource 13A), and the Fayette County Fairground
(Resource 59).

Potential impacts to a stock pass on the Kunze Farm are currently being coordinated by TxDOT
with the consulting parties and local stakeholders. TXDOT has accepted the Intensive Survey
Report and is working to avoid, minimize, and/or mitigate effects under Section 4(f) and Section
106 of the historic site. The proposed project would also acquire 2.41 acres of right of way from
within the recommended historic boundary of the Kunze Farm. No adverse effect is anticipated
to the Warda Smithy or Fayette County Fairground. The potential Section 4(f) and Chapter 26
effects will be finalized before the FONSI.



Environmental Studies

Protected Lands - Fayette County
Fairgrounds

= Protected by the U.S. Department of
Transportation Act Section 4(f) regulations
and Chapter 26 of the Texas Parks and
Wildlife Code

= Approximately 0.56 acres of right of way is
proposed from the recreational area, but the
acquisition would be outside the boundary of
the historic site at the fairgrounds.

= The proposed project would remove
approximately 0.27 acres of maintained
grasses between US 77 and the Czech Music
Museum of Texas building, which is located
on the Fairgrounds property, and
currently includes the realignment of the
existing shared-use path. Pm s2d Rightf-Way

B seball Field
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Protected lands include parks or recreation areas. These areas are also called Section 4(f),
Section 6(f), or Chapter 26 properties. The Fayette County Fairgrounds property is adjacent to
the proposed project area and protected by the US DOT Section 4(f) regulations as both a park
and a historic site. The proposed project would require the acquisition of approximately 0.56
acres of right of way from the recreational area, but the acquisition would be outside the
boundary of the historic site at the fairgrounds. The proposed project would include the
realignment of the existing shared-use path and would remove approximately 0.27 acres of
maintained grasses between US 77 and the Czech Music Museum of Texas building, which is
located on the Fairgrounds property. The acquisition would not impact any of the existing
recreational amenities other than the shared-use path re-alignment. The new right of way would
include construction of a shared-use path from the project’s southern terminus at SH 71 to the
north, connecting to the existing path at the Fayette County Fairgrounds, which would provide
increased access for pedestrians and bicyclists to the Fairgrounds property. The amount and
location of proposed right of way take was minimized to the maximum extent possible. The
proposed project would not adversely affect the activities, features, or attributes qualifying the
park for protection under Section 4(f); a de minimis impact determination is anticipated.
Coordination with the City of La Grange (Official With Jurisdiction) is ongoing.

Fairground Vehicle Entry/Exit Soﬁbali Field
Fayette Fairgrounds Buildings

i, £
-
Existing Right-of-Way E Disc Golf Field Parcel Boundary * Pedestrian Trail Access




Environmental Studies

Agency Coordination Local Stakeholder

= Texas Parks and Wildlife Department Coordination
= Texas Commission on Environmental Quality
= U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
= Texas Historical Commission

= County Historical Commission
= City of La Grange

Public Involvement

= Right of entry requests sent in Fall of 2020

= Meetings with Affected Property Owners -
August 2021
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TxDOT coordination with Texas Parks and Wildlife Department was completed on April 26,
2021. Per TxDOT's Memorandum of Understanding with the Texas Commission on
Environmental Quality, TXDOT provided the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality with a
notice of availability of the Draft Environmental Assessment. Coordination with the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers would be required regarding potential impacts to jurisdictional features.
Coordination would be conducted following completion of the detailed design.

Given that historical studies are currently ongoing, formal coordination with the SHPO has not
occurred. Pursuant to Stipulation IX “Undertakings with Potential to Cause Effects per 36 CFR
800.16(i)” of the Section 106 PA and the MOU, should TxDOT historians determine that there
are no adverse effects to historic, non-archeological properties in the APE, individual project
coordination with SHPO would not be required.

TxDOT engaged with the public and local stakeholders multiple times during the planning stage
of the project. Landowners located adjacent to the project area were contacted twice to request
right-of-entry in the fall of 2020. Meetings with Affected Property Owners were held in August
2021. Coordination with the County Historical Commission and the City of La Grange has been
on-going.



Environmental Conclusion

Based on the findings in the Draft EA and technical reports,
implementation of the proposed project would not result in a
significant impact on the human or natural environment under
NEPA. Therefore, a finding of no significant impact is
recommended.
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Based on the findings in the Draft EA and technical reports, implementation of the proposed
project would not result in a significant impact on the human or natural environment under
NEPA. Therefore, a finding of no significant impact is recommended.



TxDOT Right-of-Way Process

= Approximately 152.74 acres of additional right of way would be required
= Two residential, one commercial, two community, and one barn have been
identified as potential displacements.

[Print] [Print selection] [QLRC Home] Help
*Public Laws 116-284 through 117-1 have been enacted but classifications have not yet been finalized. The
currency ("laws in effect") date does not reflect acts for which classification has not been finalized.

42 USC Ch. 61: UNIFORM RELOCATION ASSISTANCE AND REAL PROPERTY ACQUISITION
POLICIES FOR FEDERAL AND FEDERALLY ASSISTED PROGRAMS

From Title 42—THE PUBLIC HEALTH AND WELFARE

LANDOWNER'S BILL OF RIGHTS

CHAPTER 61—UNIFORM RELOCATION ASSISTANCE AND REAL PROPERTY
ACQUISITION POLICIES FOR FEDERAL AND FEDERALLY ASSISTED PROGRAMS

SUBCHAPTER |—GENERAL PROVISIONS

Please visit www.txdot.gov for more

! information about the Uniform Act and TxDOT
@ o € Relocation Assistance Program information.
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Approximately 152.74 acres of additional right of way would be required for the proposed
project. Two residential, one commercial, two community, and one barn have been identified as
potential displacements. TxDOT offers relocation counseling and financial assistance to
residences and businesses that are displaced by the acquisition of highway right of way in
accordance with the Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of
1970. TxDOT would provide assistance to potentially displaced businesses.

This concludes the project information presentation for the US 77 Roadway Widening Project.
The next few slides describe the ways you can comment on the proposed project and contact
information for general project questions.



Next Steps

‘WE ARE HERE

2020-2021 Nov. 16, FALL 2021 Early 2023 Late 2023 Early 2024 2027
2021

Virtual Public Respond to Right Final Design i
. ; ! -of- 9 Begin End
Preliminary Hearing Public %Nay and Utility Constr%ction Construction

i Relocations
Environmental 2021 and Acquisition Complete
Documentation Environmental Complete
In-Person Clearance
Option

Design and Nov. 18, Comments

PRELIMINARY - SUBJECT TO CHANGE
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Look for the “We are here” arrow at the top of the slide. This virtual public hearing is being held
to present the recommended alternative for the proposed project and gather public and
stakeholder input. After the comment period closes, TxDOT will review the comments received
and prepare a virtual public hearing summary report. The summary report will be posted to the
project website approximately three months after the close of the comment period.
Environmental clearance is anticipated in the Fall of 2021. Project planning is preliminary and
subject to change. Right-of-way acquisition is anticipated to be completed in Early 2023 and
final desigh completed in Late 2023. Construction is anticipated to begin early 2024 and to be
completed sometime in 2027.




Public Hearing Materials

Public Hearing materials are provided on the TxDOT Noticing website:
= Recorded Public Hearing presentation

= Exhibit boards

= Comment card

= Proposed schematic

= Environmental constraints map

= Draft Environmental Assessment

= Environmental technical reports
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The project website contains all materials presented in this public hearing including this
presentation, exhibit boards, a comment card, proposed schematic, the environmental
constraints map, the Draft Environmental Assessment, and environmental technical reports.
The project files are large and may require more time to download.




How To Submit Public Comments

All comments must be received or postmarked by Dec. 3, 2021

= Phone: Call the project phone line at 979-608-1005 to leave a voicemail
comment.

[

= Comment Card: Download the comment card from the project website:
www.txdot.gov, keyword search “US 77 from SH 71”

= |n-person: Fill out a comment card at the public hearing and drop it in the
comment box

= Email: JohnPaul.Clark@txdot.gov

= Mail: TxDOT Yoakum District

Attention: John Paul Clark
403 Huck St, Yoakum, TX 77995

W
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Comments can be provided by:

= Phone: Call the project comment phone line 979-608-1005 to leave a voicemail comment

= Comment Card: Download the comment card from the website: www.txdot.gov, keyword
search “US 77 from SH 71”

= |n-person: Fill out a comment card at the public hearing and drop it in the comment box
= Email the comment form to JohnPaul.Clark@txdot.gov
= Mail:

TxDOT Yoakum District
Attention: John Paul Clark
403 Huck St, Yoakum, TX 77995

Comments must be received or postmarked by Friday, Dec. 3, 2021, to be included in the
Public Hearing summary report. Responses to verbal and written comments received during the
comment period will be included in the Public Hearing Summary report that will be posted on
the project webpage when complete.




Thank you for participating in
this Virtual Public Hearing.

Please remember to submit comments by
Friday, Dec. 3, 2021.
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Thank you for participating in this virtual public hearing for the US 77 Roadway Widening
Project. Please remember to submit comments by Friday, Dec. 3, 2021. This concludes our
hearing presentation.



