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Senate Bill 507

3

Added Section 250.002. RIGHT-OF-WAY ACCOMMODATION FOR BROADBAND-ONLY PROVIDERS. 

(a) In this section:

(1) "Broadband-only provider" means an entity that exclusively provides broadband service.

(2) "Broadband service" means Internet service with the capability of providing:

(A) a download speed of 25 megabits per second or faster; and

(B) an upload speed of three megabits per second or faster.

(b) The commission by rule shall:

(1) on a competitively and technologically neutral and nondiscriminatory basis with respect to other 

providers of broadband service, establish an accommodation process that authorizes broadband-only 

providers to use state highway rights-of-way, subject to highway purposes, for:

(A) new broadband facility installations;

(B) additions to or maintenance of existing broadband facility installations;

(C) adjustments or relocations of broadband facilities; and

(D) existing broadband facilities retained within the rights-of-way; and

(2) prescribe minimum requirements for the accommodation, method, materials, and location for the 

installation, adjustment, and maintenance of broadband facilities under the accommodation process.

https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/TN/htm/TN.250.htm

https://statutes.capitol.texas.gov/Docs/TN/htm/TN.250.htm
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TxDOT Initiatives for Transportation Code 250.002

Updates to TAC 

& 

ROW Utility Manual

Broadband 

Accommodation 

Program (BAP)

Implementation of

Joint Trench

Application 

Passage of 

Texas House Bill

HB 2422

Joint Duct Bank 

Standard for 

Telecommunications

Design Standards 

and Special 

Specifications
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Consultant Project Team
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SANDEE KHOURY, PE

P R O J E C T  M A N A G E R

24+ years of experience involving 

utility adjustment coordination & 

engineering, utility design and 

construction projects.  Extensive 

experience in joint trench and bid 

installations in State ROW. 

HARSHA SHETTY, P.E.

P R O J E C T  E N G I N E E R

9+ years of experience in utility 

adjustment coordination, 

engineering and design, including 

joint trench and bid installations in 

State ROW.

JON KING, P.E.

C O N S T R U C T I B I L I T Y  

R E V I E W
15+ years of experience providing 

engineering design, project 

management, utility adjustment 

coordination & engineering, and 

construction management/oversight.   
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Other Stakeholders / Key Contributors
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TXDOT ROW DIVISION

TXDOT DESIGN DIVISION

TXDOT BRIDGE DIVISION

TXDOT TRAFFIC DIVISION

TXDOT MAINTENACE 

DIVISION

TXDOT CONSTRUCTION 

DIVISION

TXDOT AREA OFFICES

TELECOMMUNICATION 

UTILITY OWNERS

TXDOT INFORMATION 

TECHNOLOGY DIVISION

UTILITY CONSULTANTS
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Project Design Goals
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Joint 
Duct 

Standard

Accommodates 
Different Project 

Scenarios

Easy to Follow

Constructable

Adheres to TxDOT 
Specifications & 

Details
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Project Design Goals
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Joint 
Duct 

Standard

Meets Telecom 

Industry Standards 

Provides 
Flexibility

Accommodates 
Different 

Construction 
Methods

Allows for Future 
Growth 
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Relevant Project Experience
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Mobility35 Corridor

TxDOT Austin 

US 281 – Phase 1

AT&T/ TxDOT San Antonio

I-10/I-69 Interchange

TxDOT Houston



TxDOT ROW Utility Week November 2, 2022

Relevant Project Experience
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I-20 at Midkiff

TxDOT Odessa

IH-35E PH 2 Design Build

TxDOT Dallas

Bell Boulevard

City of Cedar Park / TxDOT
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Design Considerations

•Duct Configuration

•Trench Width

•Restoration Details

TRENCHING

•Boring Methods

•Casing Pipe & Limits

•Duct Configuration

BORED 

CROSSINGS

•Size & Number of Ducts

•Hanger Details

•Expansion Couplings

BRIDGE 

ATTACHMENTS
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Design Considerations

•Size & Type of Vaults

•Spacing

•Access from Trench

ACCESS 

POINTS

•Location in ROW

•Depth of Cover

•Crossing / Parallel 

Utilities

TEXAS 

ADMINISTRATIVE 

CODE (UAR)

•Copper vs Fiber

•Size of Ducts

•Pipe Material

TELECOM 

INDUSTRY
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Trench Details
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▪ Various Duct Trench 

Configurations

▪ Accommodates 

Installation of Copper 

& Fiber Facilities

▪ Trench Restoration

▪ Inclusion of TxDOT ITS, 

Business Connectivity 

& Electric Ducts

▪ Duct Naming 

Convention 
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Trench Details
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Bore Casing Details
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▪ Various Duct 

Configurations

▪ Accommodates 

Installation of Copper 

& Fiber Facilities

▪ Inclusion of TxDOT ITS 

Ducts

▪ Accommodates Steel & 

HDPE Casing Pipe
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Bore Casing Details
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Construction Details
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▪ Minimum Clearances 

for Parallel or Crossing 

Utility Line or Drainage 

Pipe

▪ Minimum Depth of 

Cover

▪ Riser Poles

▪ Bends & Fittings
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Bore Crossing Details
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▪ Limits of Encasement

▪ Typical Bore Profiles

–HDD

–Conventional

▪ Marker Details
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Access Point Details

19

▪ Location in ROW

▪ Configuration & Access 

from Joint Duct Bank to 

Manholes / Handholes

▪ Spacing Requirements
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Access Point Details
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Access Point Details
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Access Point Details
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Manhole and Handhole Details
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▪ Accommodates Fiber & Copper Facilities ▪ Accommodates Various Number of Ducts
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Bridge Attachment Details
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▪ Accommodates Various Number of Ducts ▪ Expansion/Coupling Details
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Specification 
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Joint Duct Bank Guide
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Frequently 
Asked ?s

Who will Pay 
for 

Installation?

Who is 
Responsible 
for Design?

How will the 
Ducts be 

Maintained?

How are you 
Tracking Duct 
Ownership?

How do we 
Access the 

Ducts in the 
Future?

Do I have to 
use the Joint 
Duct Bank?
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Project Timeline / Next Steps

Define 
Scope & 

Deliverables

Identify 
Stakeholders

Develop 
Draft 

Standard 
Detail & 

Spec

Stakeholder 
Outreach

Finalize 
Deliverables

Coordinate 
TxDOT 

Approvals

Develop 
Tracking 
System
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